
New Parliament 
session op en s today 

0 King to deliver speech from the Throne 
0 Peace treaty expected to dominate debate 
0 Islamists undecided on boycott ofChnton speech 
0 Srour favourite to win speakership in first round 


By Ayman Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein will today open 
the second ordinary session 
of the Lower House which 
will be dominated by debate, 
of the peace treaty that the 
Kingdom will sign with Israel 
on Wednesday. 

The speech from the 
Throne, which King Hussein 
will deliver, will explain the 
implications of the peace 
treaty which will be later 
presented to parliament for 
ratification before it is signed 
by the King into law. 

All indications are that the 
session will witness heated 
debate over the treaty but 
even Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) deputies say the accord 
has support among the 80 
members of the Honse. 
According to reliable parr 
li amentary sources, the treaty 


House. 

Having i reconciled them- 
selves to their inability to 
abort the treaty, IAF officials 


say they will focus their 
efforts on blocking any steps 
towards normalisation of ties 
with Israel after die treaty is 
signed. 

IAF Secretary Ishak A1 
Farhan said the treaty poses 
grave dangers to the nation 
and the Islamists will work on 
exposing its dangers to the 
people as they fight norma- 
lisation. 

IAF spokesman Hamzeh 
Man sour said: “We will resist 
the treaty with all the power 
that we have" but stressed 
that the IAF will only employ 
constitutional and democratic 
means in its fight against the 
treaty which he described as 
“a catastrophe for the coun- 
try.” 

But despite their convic- 
tion that the majority of law- 
makers will support the trea- 
ty, Islamist deputies said they 
will lobby their colleagues to 
block its ratification. 

“We urge all deputies to 
vote against the treaty,” lead- 
ing IAF Deputy Abdullah A1 
Akaileh said as Mr. Mansour 
stressed that fighting peace 
with Israel is a duty that 


law-makers have to shoulder. 

While Islamist leaders said 
they are still studying their 
options on how to fight the 
treaty, they indicated that 
they will not withdraw from 
Parliament which they said 
should continue to have 
opposition to the peace pro- 
cess. 

The parliamentary sources 
said the Islamists constitute 
the majority of deputies who 
oppose tiie treaty and could 
be joined by some leftist and 
pan-Arabist' lawmakers. But 
they said the Islamists know 
they do not have a chance to 
defeat it. 

Over 50 deputies have 
already expressed their sup- 
port to the developments on 
the Jordani an-Israeli track of 
the peace negotiations in a 
letter they sent to King Hus- 
sein upon the signing of the 
Washington Declaration on 
July 25. 

**I am in favour of activat- 
ing the role of the House and 
in (Hitting deputies in front of 
their national responsibili- 
ties," against peace with 
Israel, said Mr. Mansour. 


Israel-PLO liaison group to 
meet on self-rule, violence 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres will head an Israeli 
team to talks with Palesti- 
nians in Cairo next week on 
expanding Palestinian self- 
rule to the occupied West 
Bank and Palestinian attacks, 
an aide said on Friday. 

“We are going to Cairo on 
Sunday,” Mr. Peres' aide Be- 
taira Berdugo told Reuters. 

Asked what the one-day 
meeting of the Israel- 
Palestinian liaison committee 1 
would cover, she said: “I 
think there are some subjects 
like the elections and what’s 
happened in the last week in 
Israel." 

Palestinian elections are 
the next stage of the year-old - 
Israel -Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
deal which launched self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho. 
Elections will pave the way 
for expanding of Palestinian 


self-rule to the rest of the 
West Bank, still under Israeli 
occupation. 

Palestinians have accused 
Israel of footdragging on set- 
ting up elections after which 
self-rule would extend to the 
rest of the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's office also confirmed 
the meeting. It said Arafat 
adviser Nabil Shaath would 
lead the Palestinian team. 

Since Oct. 9, guerrillas of 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas have shot up a 
West Jerusalem nightspot, 
killing two people, kidnap- 
ped and according to Israel 
killed an Israeli soldier, and 
bombed a Tel Aviv bus kill- 
ing 21 people. 

Israel, which has approved 
measures to confront Hamas, 
has demanded the Palestinian 
authority running Gaza and 
Jericho crack down on Isla- 
mic militants. 


In Tel Aviv, right-wing 
Israelis shouting “death to 
Arabs" traded blows with 
supported of the Israeii- 
Palestinian peace process 
holding a vigil near the site of 
. the Tel Aviv bus bombing. 

Hundreds of people pack- 
ed Dizengoff Square, over- 
looking the spot of the bomb- 
ing, for the demonstration 
called by the Israeli-based 
Peace bloc. 

Scuffles quickly broke out. 
Signs calling for a continua- 
tion of peace efforts with the 
PLO were ripped from the 
hands of demonstrators.’ 

"You are a traitor. You 
should be ashamed of your- 
self,” one right-winger 
shouted at a demonstrator. 

“What is more respectful 
to the dead than this?” was 
the reply. 

Police rushed to the scene 
to form a protective circle 
around the Peace bloc mem- 
bers. 


U.S. and U.K. warn Iraq 
against reinforcing south 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The United States 
and Britain have warned that 
they would respond with 
force if Baghdad sends milit- 
ary reinforcements south of 
the 32nd Parallel in Iraq, 
diplomats said. 

But at the same time Pen- 
tagon officials in Washington 
announced that the deploy- 
ment of U.S. forces in the 
region would be scaled back 
dramatically in response to 
Iraq’s withdrawal of forces 
from the southern border 
area near Kuwait. 

More than 100,000 U.S. 
troops were taken off alert 
and about 17.000 Marines 
scheduled to go to the Gulf 
would not be deployed, said 
the Pentagon officials. The 
United States still has 26,000 
troops in the region, about 
5,000 on the ground. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright and Brit- 
ish Ambassador David Han- 


nay conveyed the warnings 
separately to Iraq's U.N. rep- 
resentative, Nizar Hamdoun, - 
said American and British 
diplomats. 

“Iraq may not enhance its 
military capabilities below 
the 32nd Parallel. Any viola- 
tion of this requirement 
would have serious consequ- 
ences and would involve 
appropriate and decisive re- 
sponse by our government,’' 
a U.S. official said. 

Iraq should immediately 
withdraw to the north all the 
forces it sent south after Sept. 
20, the official said, putting a 
date on the start of what 
Washington charged was a 
hostile Iraqi deployment near 
the Kuwait border. 

“Iraq may not again utilise 
its military or other forces in 
a hostile or provocative man- 
ner to threaten neither its 
neighbours or U.N. opera- 
tions in Iraq,” the official 
said. 


Britain conveyed a similar 
warning to Mr. Hamdoun,' 
according to a member of the 
British U.N. mission. 

France was not expected to 
follow suit for the moment, 
but French diplomatic 
sources said French Ambas- 
sador Jean-Beraard Merimee 
met Tuesday with Mr. Ham- 
doun to underline the import- 
ance of a U.N. resolution 
adopted last weekend. 

Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd, 
in an interview published Frir 
day, made his strongest pub- 
lic statement suggesting that 
Saddam Hussein must be top- 
pled from power in Iraq. 

King Fahd told Egypt’s 

state-owned A1 Ahram daily 
that despite the easing of the 
crisis over Iraqi troop move- 
ments near Kuwait, the Gulf 
countries will remain alert 
against new threats from Iraq 
until the Iraqi leader is gone. 

(Continued on- page 7) 


Dr. Farhan said the opin- 
ions within the front on bow 
to deal with the peace effort 
vary from “the far right to the 
far left" but other Islamist 
leaders said the majority, of 
the members of the front are- 
in favour of working against 
the treaty from within the 
House. 

But both IAF Deputies 
Ham mam Sa’id and Mr. 
Mansour warned that the 
Islamists’ final decision on 
whether to withdraw from 
Parliament or not will depend 
on how the government deals 
with the House. 

“If the government con- 
tinues to marginalise the role 
of the House, the view in 
favour of withdrawing will 

S in strength,” said Dr. 

’id, who is considered to be 
a hawkish member of the 
IAF. 

Mr. Mansour echoed the 
remarks by his colleague, 
saying if die government en- 
croaches on “what is left of 
democratic practices," more 
IAF members will push to- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Katyushas 
land in 
N. Israel 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
barrage of Katyusha rockets 
fell in northern Israel on Fri- 
day, hitting a house but caus- 
ing no injuries, the army said. 

Israel Radio said some re- 
sidents spent the night in 
bomb shelters after the first 
volley of rockets was fired 
and fell harmlessly in the 
north Thursday night about 
11 p.m. 

Israel army radio said 
Israeli tanks returned fire. 
The army spokesman's office 
said it was unable to say 
whether targets were hit. 

Between 5 a.ra. and 6 
p.m., there were several 
rounds of rocket barrages in 
the north, the army said. A 
bouse on a communal farm 
were hit, but they were emp- 
ty at die time, an official said. 

The location was not given, ' 
standard policy designed to 
prevent anti-Israel gunners 
from knowing what they hit. 

In Lebanon Thursday, gov- 
ernment leaders denounced 
Israeli artillery barrages that 
killed seven people and in- 
jured four in South Lebanon 
following a deadly bombing 
in Tel Aviv. 

President Elias Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
insisted that Israel withdraw 
from the border area, a buf- 
fer Israel set up to screen it 
from attacks. 

Police reported that five 
civilians and two Lebanese 
soldiers were killed in the 
southern market town of 
Nabatiyeh by shelling from 
the "security zone" by Israeli 
troops and their allied militia, 
the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), on Wednesday. 

The howitzer fire followed 
guerrilla attacks on the zone, 
including a roadside bomb 
ambush that injured two SLA 
fighters. The fundamentalist 
Hizbollah claimed responsi- 
bility for the ambush. 

State-run Beirut radio said 
the shelling was an Israeli 
reprisal for Wednesday’s Tel 
Aviv bus attack. 

Israel played down the 
rocket attacks and indicated 
it was not interested in raising 
border tensions. 


His Royal Crown Prince Hassan on Friday addresses senior army officers (Armed 

Forces photo) . 

Israel to quit Jordan’s 
land in three months 

Delineation of Israel’s eastern border a 
breakthrough, ends major cause of concern 

Italy ready to design Red-Dead canal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Friday 
Israel would complete its 
withdrawal from Jordanian 
territory in three months af- 
ter the signing of the peace 
treaty with Jordan and not 
nine months as earlier ex- 
pected. 

Crown Prince Hassan also 
said Israel's agreement to de- 
lineate its eastern borders 
was a great breakthrough 
that dispelled a long-standing 
concern of Jordan. 

The Crown Prince, addres- 
sing army officers, also said 
those who criticise the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty initialled in Amman on 
Monday should read the 
document before criticising 
the Kingdom. 

The Crown Prince, who 
was closely involved in the 
peace negotiations with 
Israel, also revealed that: 

— Jordan has a commit- 
ment from Israel that the 
Kingdom would get 50' mil- 
lion cubic metres of water 
immediately, another 50 mil- 
lion cubic metres from dams. 
In addition, the Kingdom 
would also get 50 million 
cubic metres from a desalina- 
tion plant and another 15 
million cubic metres from 
other sources, eventually, 
raising the Jordanian share 
from the region’s water 
sources to 215 million cubic 
metres. 

— Italy has undertaken to 
design the proposed canal 
linking the Red Sea with the 
Dead Sea. The Italian offer 
was conveyed to Jordan dur- 
ing the recent visit of Rome's 
foreign minister, Antonio 
Martino. 

— Jordan is considering 
renaming the Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge west of Lrbid as the 


Green Valley "bridge, the 
Peace Bridge or the Jordan 
River Bridge. The Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge is the site for 
the second crossing between 
Jordan and Israel. The first 
was opened near Aqaba and 
Eilat on Aug. 8, shortly after 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Israeli prime minister 
signed the Washington Dec- 
laration. 

The Crown Prince has said 
that he bad been in touch 
with people who oppose the 
peace process, asking them 
how they could criticise the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty when they did not even 
know what it contained. 

The Israeli agreement to 
delineate its eastern borders 
removed a major cause of 
concern for Jordan since it 
signalled an end to the “talks 
about Zionist expansion to' 
the east of the River Jordan 
and about obliterating the 
East Jordanian identity,” the 
Crown^PriiKX said. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
has its national will and its 
pivotal role, and it had 
charted the treaty without 
seeking the assistance of any- 
body. 

The Crown Prince warned 
that pny attempt to wage a 
battle with Jordan will not 
serve anybody. 

Prince Hassan said those 
who are trying to harm 
Jordani an-Palestini an rela- 
tions are not yet aware of the 
consequences of their deeds. 

The Crown Prince said 
these relations will not be 
affected by differences with 
the Palestinian leadership. 

Prince Hassan said the' 
Gulf crisis was a severe and 
crushing blow to the Arab 
fold, noting that Jordan had 
adopted its independent posi- 
tion towards the crisis. 


Prince Hassan called for 
the careful reading and veri- 
fication of what is being said 
and written now and in the 
weeks, months and years- to 
come, saying that such care- 
ful and thoughtful treading is 
of great significance. 

“When we talk about the 
battle for sustaining the con- 
cepts of security and stability, 
which in lead to talking about 
the independent national, re- 
gional and pan-Arab perso- 
nality, we- will in fact be 
talking about the need to 
work hand in hand to achieve 
the best for all of us,” the 
Crown Prince said. 

Prince Hassan stressed that 
“when we talk about parti- 
cipation in making peace or 
preparing for it, we will be 
talking about a project, in- 
volving all and affecting all." 

Prince Hassan reviewed 
developments since Israel 
occupied Palestine in 1948, _ 
saying that almost one cen- 
tury after the beginning of 
the Arab-Zionist conflict, 
“the exciting tiling is that talk 
about Zionist expansion East 
of the River Jordan has stop- 
ped, and talk about obliterat- 
ing the East Jordan identity 
has ended." 

However, the Crown 
Prince - said, the Jordanian 
role is a pivotal role in the 
region and “we have always 
sought to find the mimmnin 
degree for coordination.’' 

“When we take a political 
decision we take it out of our 
conviction, and nobody in the 
1 Arab World expects anybody 
else to speak on his behalf, 
particularly these days when 
the will to make a collective 
decision has diminished,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

He said he could not blame 


Clinton 
to visit 
Syria on 
Thursday 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) . 
— U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton will go to Syria on Thurs- 
day during his Middle East 
tour, the White House said 
Friday. 

During his stay in Damas- 
cus, Mr. Clinton will meet 
with Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad. 

Mr. Clinton is due to arrive 
in Cairo on Wednesday, then 
visit Jordan, Israel, Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, the White 
House said in a statement. 

It will be the president’s 
first tour of the Middle East 
and underscores the accelera- 
tion of the peace process. 

Mr. Clinton is to attend the 
signing Wednesday- of a 
peace treaty between Jordan 
and- Israel — an achievement 
similar in magnitude to the 
accord between Israel and 
Egypt signed some 15 yean 
ago- 

Mr. Clinton wfli address 
the Knesset, Israel's parlia- 
ment, then inspect U.S. 
troops deployed in Kuwait - 
and travel to Cairo to pay 
homage to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak for his 
role as a mediator in the 
peace process. 

But Syria has been a stick- 
ing point in the peace pro- 
cess, and Mr. Clinton will be 
the first U.S. president to 
travel to Syria since Richard 
Nixon visited in 1974. 

-■ Syria remains on the U.S. 
list of countries that support 
“terr o ri sm 

The president said terror- 
ism is a “serious issue” be- 
tween the two countries “but 
I do not believe that we can 
permit it to keep us from 
pursuing a comprehensive 
peace.” 

Mr. Clinton said his second 
goal is to push the peace 
process forward. He is to 
attend the signing of the 
peace treaty between Israel 
and Jordan ou Wednesday on 
the border between the two 
countries. 

Asked if he was concerned 
about his own personal secur- 
ity, Mr. Clinton said that “I 
have confidence in the secur- 
ity capacity of the govern- 
ments in the countries that I 
visit and the work of our own 
secret service.” 

Israeli security officials, 
fear Islamic fundamentalists 
will launch attacks during 
U.S. President Clinton's visit . 
□ext week to occupied Jeru- . 
salem, Israel's military radio 
reported Friday. 

. Police and security agents . 
have been tipped off to be 
prepared, but have no speci- 
fic information, the officials 
said. 

The daily newspaper 
Maariv reported that fears 
were centred on occupied 
Jerusalem where Mr. Clinton 
is expected on Thursday to 
address parliament. 


Hamida 

Exhibition 


DON’T, MISS the LAST TWO DAYS 

" Nomadic Inspirations" 

A unique show of Bani Hamida reflections of 
original bedouin designs - 


Bani 

Hamida 

Exhibition 


Location : Darat Al Funun - Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation (Weibdeh) 
Duration : Thursday, October 20th - Sunday. October 23rd 
Time : 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Exhibition space courtesy of Darat Al Funun Abdel-Hameed Shoman Foundation 



W/' 


Parking: Sweiss car park opposite Darat AI Funun main entrance. 
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U.N. to withdraw forces 
from Somalia by March 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies,) — The United Nations 
plans to withdraw its 
peacekeeping force that has 
been protecting food relief 
shipments in Somalia because 
of increasing lawlessness and 
continuing dan warfare. 

The pullout is expected to 
.be completed by March, but 
the worid body will continue 
trying to provide humanita- 
rian aid without the security 
force. Security Countil Presi- 
dent David Hannay said 
Thursday. 

A delegation of the Secur- 
ity Council will be dispatched 
to Somalia on Monday to 
carry that message to clan 
leaders who are still vying for 
control of the chaotic coun- 
try. 

“Their message will be 
that, alas, the United Nations 
efforts in Somalia have been 
really seriously undermined 
by the lack of progress to- 
wards political recondliarion 
and by the lack of coopera- 
tion on security isses, and 
that this implies a phased and 
orderly withdrawal of the 
UNOSOM...,” said Mr. 
Hannay the British ambassa- 
dor. 

The United Nations Op- 
eration in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM) currently has a 
17,300-member force, which 
protects food convoys but 
makes no attempt to halt clan 
fighting. It took over from a 
US. -fed multinational force 
/ o-ered Somalia in De- 


farms amid 

the fighting. 

N'r. Hannay said -he 
Security Council “is willing to 
contemplate a continued 
poli-icc! presence there if that 
is beipfui lo the Somalis, and 
also v.-iii do its best... to 
sustain humanitarian opera- 
tions. although that will re- 
quire a ... greater degree of 
cooperation than has hitherto 
been forthcoming from the 


Somalis.” 

The Security Council deci- 
sion was presaged by an Oct. 
14 report by U.N. Secretary- 
Genera] Boutros Ghaii. 

In the document, the U.N. 
chief warned that “while 
some of the major humanita- 
rian objectives have been 
met, any natural or man- 
made disaster in Somalia 
could result in a renewed 
massive emergency..." 

"It is essential, therefore, 
that relief programmes for 
the most vulnerable segments 
of the population, support for 
basic community services and 
food security and nutritional 
surveillance programmes be 
continued. In addition, the 
repatraition of some 500,000 
refugees and the resettlement 
of up to 400.000 imemaally 
displaced persons must be 
tackled as soon as possible.” 

Qiaos erupted in Moga- 
dishu's streets after the de- 
parture of American troops 
in March. Clan militiamen 
have rearmed and openly 
roam the capital in trucks 
mounted with weapons . 

As recently as last Satur- 
day. lawlessness in Moga- 
dishu prompted the World 
Food Programme to evacuate 
seven of its 18 foreign em- 
ployees to Nairobi. Kenya. 

Brenda Barton, a spokes- 
woman for the U.N. office in 
Nairobi, said that extortion 
demands and threats against 
the agency’s workers have 
increased in the last three 
weeks. Some Somalis have 
demanded outrageous pay- 
ments for repairing equij> 
ment damaged in fighting and 
other jobs. 

In recent weeks, intense 
fighting as erupted near the 
U.N. compound, formerly 
the U.S. embassy. 

As of the end of Septem- 
ber, the United Nations said 
the following countries had 
police troops or personnel 
involved in the peacekeeping 
force in Somalia: Bang- 
ladesh. Botswana. Egypt. 
Ghana, India. Indonesia, Ita- 
ly, South Korea, Malaysia, 


Neapl, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Romania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Somali leader in Uganda 

Somalia faction Abdirah- 
man Ahmad Ali has held 
talks with Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni in Kampa- 
la and brief him on the Soma- 
li reconciliation conference to 
be held in Mogadishu, he said 
Thursday. 

Mr. Ali, a former Somali 
envoy to Germany and leader 
of the Somali National Move- 
ment (SNM) told Mr. 
Museveni that the October 27 
conference will aim to recon- 
cile Somalia's 16 warring fao 
tions and iron out differences 
among them to allow forma- 
tion of a government based 
on a federal system. 

“I am optimistic that this 
conference will lead to a 
broad-based government for 
Somalia after years of anar- 
chy, and the formation of a 
new federal political system 
based on a strong regional 
autonomy,” Mr. Ali said in 
an interview.. 

"We think Somalia will 
have two federal states, north 
and south, with a democratic 
central government,” Mr. Ali 
said. 

“We all support this 
arrangement and every group 
will come with a commitment 
to see the pacification of 
Somalia which makes this 
conference different from 
others before,” he added. 

Mr. Ali said that 12 of the 
16 Somali warring factions 
had agreed to attend the Oct. 
27 conference, with the ex- 
ception of self-styled Somalia 
President 'Ali Mad hi Moham- 
mad. who is still reluctant to 
participate, although mem- 
bers of his group of 12 had 
confirmed tbeir participation. 

But negotiations between 
him and members of his 
group were still under way to 
convince him to attend the 
reconciliation conference." 
Mr. Ali added. 


Khartoum defends ‘brutal’ 
razing of squatter camps 


KHARTOUM (R> — Sudan, 
angered by U.S. charges of 
brutality over the demolition 
of a large urban squatter set- 
tlement. has defended its ac- 
tions and accused Washing- 
ton of stepping up a "hostile 
campaign” against Khar- 
toum. 

Sudan's Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement published 
in newspapers on Friday the 
demolition of settlements in 
the Khuddeir area of Omdur- 
man. twin city of the capital 
Khartoum was "normal, legal 
and usually takes place worl- 
dwide.” 

A number of people were 
reported killed in clashes 
with troops when bulldozers 
first rumbled in last Saturday 
to start the demolition of an 
area where some people say 
they have been living for over 
20 years. 

The United States de- 
scribed the incident as "un- 
justifiable” and “a clear 
abuse of force by the govern- 
ment of Sudan.” 

"The incident underscores 
the brutality and callousness 
of the policy of forcible reset- 
tlement of squatters in the 
Khartoum area which has 
been proceeding for years,” 
it said. 

Sudan's Foreign Ministry 
“expressed sorrow over the 
United States' exploitation of 
the incident in order to esca- 
late the hostile campaign 
against Sudan's civilisations! 


orientation.” 

Shielded from angry squat- 
ters by a ring of soldiers, the 
bulldozers have been razing 
acres of mud-walled bouses 
in the Nile-side neighbour- 
hood all week after the gov- 
ernment decided it should be 
rebuilt as a prime residential 
area. 

A few determined squat- 
ters, sitting under makeshift 
shelters, and guarding their 
few possessions, have shun- 
ned the government lorries' 
canying people off to camps 
miles outside the city where 
they have little chance of 
finding work. 

"I came here with my fami- 
ly in 1976. The government 
told us we would be allowed 
to live in the city but now 
they have destroyed our 
home and tried to force us 
out to a camp,” said 46-year- 
old Abbas. 

He told Reuters he and a 
few other squatters would not 
move from the rubble of their 
former homes until Sudan’s 
National Council ruled on a 
complaint they had raised 
against the forced relocation. 

The squatters say hundreds 
of troops cordoned off the 
area before dawn last Satur- 
day before the bulldozers 
moved in. A few dozen men, 
women and children gathered 
to protest the destruction of 
their houses. When they 
started throwing stones at the 
bulldozers the army opened . 


fire, they said. 

A number of squatters said 
eight people were killed in 
the clash. They said a dozen 
people, including women, 
were injured and about 100 
were arrested. 

Western diplomats said 
they heard reports that be- 
tween four and 16 people 
died. 

“The concerned author- 
ities were only removing 
illegal houses within an ac- 
tion preceded by legal mea- 
sures,” the ministry said in 
the first public acknowledge- 
ment of the incident. 

“Despite these measures, a 
number of citizens committed 
some acts of riot which the 
police managed to control,” 
it added, without mentioning 
casualties. 

Khartoum residents say 13 
people were killed in a simi- 
lar clash one year ago. 

Authorities in Khartoum 
and Omdurman, where wave 
after wave of people fleeing 
drought and war elsewhere in 
Sudan have settled, are pur- 
suing a virion of radical urban 
restructuring. 

Hassan A1 Tourabi, re- 
garded as the power behind 
Sudan's military Islamic gov- 
ernment, described the re- 
construction plans this week 
.as “the best thing which has 
happened to Khartoum." 

The projects often involve 
forced resettlement of squat- 
ters. 



ISRAEL’S VICTIMS: A Lebanese mother, Banked 
by her daughter (right)' mourns her son who was 
killed Wednesday with six other civilians by Israeli 


shelling over Nabatiyeh, in South Lebanon, during 
their funerals on Thursday in Nabatiyeh (AFP photo) 


U.N. cameras keep constant watch at Iraqi factory 


AL-QAQAH, Iraq (AFP) — 
A yellow sign stuck to the 
walls of Iraq’s largest explo- 
sives factory warns it is for- 
bidden to block the view of 
U.N. cameras permanently 
monitoring everything going 
on. 

The United Nations wants 
to know about everything 
taking place here down’to the 
smallest detail, and in a rare 
show of openness Iraqi au- 
thorities allowed foreign 
journalists into the rite to 
show how they are comply- 
ing with U.N* resolutions. 

The cameras placed in the 
A1 Qaqah ballistics site about 
40 kilometres south of Bagh- 
dad are directly linked to the 
U.N.’s permanent monitor- 
ing centre, operating round- 
the-clock from a hotel room 
in the capital. 

It is the first time in the 
history of international rela- 
tions that such a control sys- 
tem to monitor the military 
capacity of a country has 
been set in place. 

The aim is to ensure that 
the factory is in line with 


U.N. Resolution 687 and no 
longer making missiles with a 
range exceeding 150 
kilometres. 

Two of the U.N. resolu- 
tions adopted after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990 
demanded that Baghdad get 
rid of all its weapons of mass 
destruction, and allow U.N. 
observers to install a long- 
term weapons monitoring 
system. 

This site was built in the 
1980s with help from the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, the Iraqi 
Military Industrialisation 
Commission revealed. It was 
partially destroyed by bomb- 
ing during the 1991 Gulf war, 
when Iraq was ousted from 
Kuwait. 

One camera mounted on a 
wall was surveying an Italian- 
built machine manufacturing 
solid fuel needed for rocket 
propulsion. 

“The camera registers the 
slightest movement in the 
room,” said Hussain Moham- 
mad Amin, responsible .for 
coordinating between Iraq 
and the United Nations. 


It was fitted with a U.N. 
tag stamped with a serial 
number to ensure that it 
could not be tampered with, 
moved or replaced. 

In another building, stands 
used for testing missile en- 
gines were watched by infra- 
red cameras which turned as 
they detected a beat source 
when the machines were 
switched on. 

The same warning was 
given at the entrance to the 
building. 

“Forbidden to touch the 
cameras, to cut the electric- 
ity, to switch off the light, to 
obscure the field of vision.” 

"In all 58 cameras have, 
been installed in 12 sites, and 
the first became operational 
in September 1993,” Mr. 
Amin said. 

But he added they were 
not the only means of con- 
trol. 

“Four or five times a week 
U.N. inspectors make sur- 
prise visits, overflying in heli- 
copters to take photos, and 
taking water, air and earth 
samples- to -analyse them,” 


The U.N. committee re- 
sponsible for disarming Iraq 
monitors a total of 183 rites, 
75 used for biological 
weapons, 35 ballistics, 50 
chemical and 23 nuclear, now 
that the first phase of the 
destruction of Iraqi banned 
arms is complete. 

Mr. Amin added that a 
total of 80 staff from the 
commission, known as UN- 
SCOM, most of them inspec- 
tors in the areas of ballistic, 
based in Baghdad to super- 
vise the system - 

Iraq has argued that crip-, 
pling sanctions imposed on 
the country four years ago 
should be lifted because it has 
complied with the U.N. re- 
solutions on arms control. 

But after an Iraqi troops 
build-up on the border with 
Kuwait two weeks ago, 
Washington has led repeated 
calls that Baghdad must also 
agree to recognise the emi- 
rate's sovereignty and border 
and comply with all other 
U.N. resolutions stemming 
from the Gulf war. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prosecutor wants Lebanon deputy pursued 

BEIRUT ( R) — Lebanon’s prosecutor-general demanded 
on Thuisday that authorities lift a deputy’s parliamentary 
immunity so he can be prosecuted for dregs dealing. 
Prosecutor Munif Oueidat submitted an official request to 
Justice Minister Bahij Tabbara saying there was evidence 
linking Yahya Shamas, a deputy representing a constituen- 
cy in eastern Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, to dregs dealing. 
The interrogation of some narcotics dealers “Revealed acts 
and evidence that necessitates pursuing Deputy Yahya 
Shamas with the crime of drug dealing.” said Mr. Oueidat's 
request, which was published in the official National News 
Agency. It was the first such request in Lebanon’s history. 
A parliamentary vote is necessary to lift the immunity of 
any deputy. If convicted, the Shiite Muslim deputy faces up 
to seven years in jail. Before the recent eradication of its 
durgs crops, the Bekaa Valley was a haven for the illegal 
trade in drugs during Lebanon's 1975-90 civil war. 

Algerian wins Francophone writing award 

PARIS (AP) — Algerian poet and novelist Mohammad 
Dib on Thursday won the Francophone Grand Prix, the 
highest literary award bestowed by the Academie Fran- 
caise. Mr. Dib was bom in Tlemcen, Algeria and has lived 
in France since 1959. He has written more than 20 works, 
the best known of which is his “Algeria” trilogy of "La 
Grande Maison” (The Big House) of 1952, “LTncendie” 
(the fire) of 1954 and “Le Metier a Tisser” (The Loom) of 
1957. His most recent work is “Le Desert Sans Detour” 
(Desert Without Detour) of 1992. It marks the first time a 
North African has won the Academic’s grand prix, 
bestowed on writers who produce works in French. 

Syria sacks officials for taking bribes 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Labour authorities have dismissed 
scores of government employees, some of them high- 
ranking officials, Wednesday on charges of bribery and 
misusing their powers, the official Syrian Arab News 
Agency reported. It said the state-run central body for 


labour control did nor elaborate on the reasons for the 
dismissals beyond citing “bribery and misconduct.” But the 
list of sacked officials reported by SANA included senior 
officials such as a departmental director at the General 
Establishment for Foodstuffs and a regional director of the 
“Commercial Bank of Syria. Most of the dismissed officials 
worked in state banks, food establishments, the state 
electricity company, the General Organisation of Internal 
Trade, the General Establishment of Tobacco and the 
General Company for Building Materials. The dismissals 
came amid moves by the Syrian government to liberalise 
the economy after decades of tight central control and 
attract large-scale foreign investment. Investment law 10, 
passed in May 1991, has encouraged Syrian and Arab 
investors to set up thousands of new projects worth an 
estimated S3.8 billion, according to trade officials. This has 
widened the potential for graft and the government appears 
to be purging die massive bureaucracy to head off problems 
with potential investors. 


Ministers urge fight against fundamentalism 

RABAT (AFP) — Ministers for Islamic affairs from 41 
Muslim countries urged late Thursday that fundamentalist 
tendencies be resisted, notably by promoting a gentler 
Islamic culture as a counterweight. After two days of talks 
here, the ministers came out unanimously against religious 
fanaticism, which theysaid was infiltrating youth, as well as 
Muslim minorities in other countries. To counter it, one of 
their numerous resolutions called for the spread of Islamic 
culture and the teaching of “the tree precepts" of an Islam 
that was “tolerant and fair.” The ministers also urged states 
to fight against illiteracy and to expand knowledge of 
Arabic ana of the Koran. Sayine that Islam’s heritage must 
be preserved, the conference deplored the destruction of 
mosques in India and Bosnia-Herzegovina and called for an 
end to attacks against Muslims in those countries. At the 
end of the meeting Syria's Religious Affairs Minister Abdul 
Majid Tarabulsi voiced strong hopes that the resolutions 
would be implemented, saying that those of previous such 
conferences had remained a dead letter. 


Kuwait ; 

says efforts' 
boosted to 1 
stop maid \ 
abuse 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, - 
trying to stamp out abase of ; 
domestic servants from the 
Philippines, has launched a ■ 
study on maids who flee tbeir 
employers. ; 

“Something really has to 
be done to solve this most , 
pressing problem,” Minister ■ 
of Labour and Social Affairs 
Ahma AI Kulaib told repor- 
ters on Tuesday. 

Mr. Kulaid is due to hold 
talks with visiting Philippine 
Labour Secretary Nieves 
Confesor on Thursday to im- 
prove procedures for solving 
labour disputes involving Ftli- . 
pinos. 

The ministry on Tuesday 
began interviewing 277 Hlipi- , 
nas who have run away from 
employers and are living in , 
their embassy's overseas 
workers welfare administra- 
tion building. 

“We want to know the 
prevailing problem so we can 
find a way to minimise if not 
settle the problem once and 
for all,” said Mr. Kulaid after 
attending some of the inter- 
views. 

There are 46,000 Philip- ; 
pine expatriates in the coun- 
try, most of them working as 
labourers, clerks or domestic 
servants. 

• They form part of a one : 
million-strong army of ex- 
patriate manpower that per- 
forms manual and middle- ■: 
management tasks for the 
650,000 Kuwaitis. f 

About 1,210 Filipina 
domestic helpers sought re- - 
fuge at the embassy between 
January and October this 
year. Of these, 640 eventual- 
ly found other jobs in the i 
emirate and about 290 were - 
repatriated using funds from 
Philippine community 
groups. 

Embassy figures show most 
of the maids allege verbal ■ 
abuse or non-payment. A " 
minority of cases alleged rape ~ 
or assault. 

Prime Minister Sheikh ' 
Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah 
last year paid for the repatria- 
tion of .hundreds of .maids, 
who had been living at the' 
-embassy refuge.* ' £ 

Kuwaitis claim most of the k 
allegations are fabricated or S 
exaggerated by maids to get 
out of contracts or to go . } 
home because of loneliness s 
or inability to cope with the 
job. ~ 

But diplomats and .some > 
Kuwaitis say much of the : 
problem is an illegal trade in 
visas conducted both in Man- - 
ila and around the Gulf that : 
is fuelled by strong demand 
for cheap labour and has 
flooded Kuwait with unskil- 
led and unwanted workers. 

They also say wide-ranging 
labour reforms are necessary. 

the ministry is studying in- 
troduction of a minimum •? 
wage and standardising re- 
quirements for the housing 
and welfare of expatriate 
labour. Last month it 
arrested 250 people for pro- ■ 
viding illegal work permits. 

Asians often pay large < 
sums before they ever step on ? 
the plane to the Guff for the £ 
opportunity to obtain a job in £ 
the oil-rich region. Domestics 
and cleaners are sometimes jj 
paid as little as 30 dinars J 
($100) a month. » 

Newspapers quoted Mr. 
Kulaid as saying he knew of : 
some cases where agents de- 
manded three to six. month 1 
advance salaries from the em- - 
ployers raider the pretext of 
handing it over to the . maids. 

In most cases the sums - 


. New in Hebrew 

World 

B lac It Beauty 


Church of (be Aim— rfartm Td. 

623541. 

Angflcas Church Td. 630851. Td. 


Amman International Cbsrcfe Td. 

652526. 

Eraogefical Lutheran Church Tel: 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Jordan Valley 33/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 33 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 


numbers 

NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. BahiatBadr 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab .... 

Dr. Said Ali 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy .... 
Al Ascma pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy .. 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue *30341 

Civil Defence Emergency 19V 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KhaJidi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 
Manias. J. Amman 636140 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 897467 


(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs <03101 

A Mali Telephone Repairs toil !Gi 

Jordan Television <<3111 

Radio Jordan 7741 n 

Water Authority 680101) 


Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ... 777101/3 
Al-Basfair, J. Ashraficb 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Ouecn Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 6741S5 

ZARQA: 

ZanpGovi. Hospital (091983323 
Zarqs Natmr.nl Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ihn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

AJ Hiktiu Modem Hospital 109^940990 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information b supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at foe Ouecn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

•4J8 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

88:45 New Delhi (RJ) 


.15*45 Rome. Lamaca (AZ) 

1*15 Dubai (EKj 

I*** Sanaa (IY) 

«W Cairo (MSj 

1W0 Paris, Damascus ( AF) 

2325 ...■ Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
'Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (RJ) 

FhmHtm(add)(RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Aqaba, Amsterdam. Vienna (add) 


HUM RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman ... &00 a.ra. every Monday 


MARKET PRICES 

Vppci/fower price mfik per kg. ■ 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) . 


Aqaba (RJ) 

69:15 ............ Dbacnui(RJ) 

09JO Karachi. Dubai ( RJ) 

IfeQt Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

15:99 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:50 Cairo (RJ) 

WdS Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 


Dr. Misbab Hijjawi 981217 

KhalifcJi pharmacy 985417 


12275 

t7ioo Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

London (RJ l 

j** Madrid (RJ) 

***» Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus. Lamaca (RJ) 

other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

Beirut (ME) 

— - Vienna (OS) 


Princes Haya Hospital ........ (03)314111 
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THE CULTURE OF SPAIN: Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday evening attends a 
dinner and show in patronising the events 
of Spanish Cultural Week, which in- 
cluded musical performances, flamenco 
dances and mime shows. Queen Noor 
toured the Spanish heritage exhibition, 
which includes a display of gold and black 
Toledo handcrafted jewellery. Spanish 


Ambassador to Jordan Juan Manuel Cab- 
rera presented Queen Noor with a Span- 
ish sword dating bade to the 11th century 
and Spanish Friendship and Peace Medal. 
Attending the activities, which were 
staged at the Forte Grand Hotel, were 
Prince Ali Ben Nayef, Princess Wydan Ali 
and the director of die Spanish Cultural 
Centre (Petra photo) 


NGO advocates of children’s rights 
decide to form comprehensive network 


By Martina Sabra 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a bid to 
improve and strengthen com- 
munication and cooperation 
for the sake of Jordanian 
children and their rights as 
put down in the U.N. Con- 
vention on the Rights of the 
Child, Thursday, more than 
30 Jordanian non- 
government organisations 
(NGOs) active on behalf of 
children decided to establish 
a national network. 

More than 160 partici- 
pants, among them several 
children and youth, entrusted 
a 15-head-preparatory com- 
mittee to work out a proposal 1 
concerning the organisational 
structure of the network and 
to convocate a founding 
assembly within the next 
week. 

Members of the prepara- 
tory committee represent big 
and small Jordanian NGOs, 
among them Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF), 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 


Development (QAF), the 
General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women (GFJW), 
Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA), the Al 
Hussein Society for the Re- 
habilitation of the Handicap- 
ped, the Parents of Hand- 
icapped Children as well as 
the Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) and 
the Jordanian braneb of 
Amnesty International. 

The NGOs, under the 
umbrella of the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) area office in Amman, 
came together at the Hotel 
Inter. Continental in Amman. 
In her opening address, UN- 
ICEF representative Victoria 
Rialp said that worldwide, 
children are denied the rights 
that would enable them to 
survive, develop fully and 
participate actively. 

“In both developing and 
industrialised countries, chil- 
dren cope daily with street 
violence, pressure to drugs, 
sexual exploitation and 
abuse/’ Mrs. Rialp added, 


stressing the damaging effects 
of widespread child labour. 
“For the sake of both indi- 
vidual and global develop- 
ment. we need to understand 
the concept of (children’s) 
rights,” Mrs. Rialp -said. 

The panelists, among them 
former Minister of Informa- 
tion and current Upper 
House Member Leila Sharaf, 
Emad Amr of Jordan's 
branch of Amnesty Interna- 
tional, and lawyer and human 
rights activist Asma Khader, 
mentioned the progress that 
Jordan has made in the last 
decades to improve children’s 
life conditions, particularly in 
die field of education. 

Nevertheless, all speakers 
regretted the absence of valu- 
able statistics and serious 
field research, as well as the 
inexistence of a broad social 
debate about children's prob- 
lems and their rights in Jor- 
dan. 

“We need to talk openly 
about violence at home," 
said Dr. Sima Bahous, in- 


formation communication 
officer at UNICEF in Am- 
man, “and we must raise 
awareness of children’s rights 
on all levels, by using the 
media, providing training 
courses and elaborating 
human-rights-related curricu- 
la." 

Mrs. Sharaf underlined the 
importance of NGOs to the 
promotion of children’s 
rights, given that “NGOs 
have a better access to the 
basis of society than official 
institutions and... due to 
voluntary work, can provide 
. social services which the sente 
may not be able to give.” 

The International Conven- 
tion on the Rights of the 
Child was adopted by the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
1989. So far, 153 countries 
have ratified the convention 
which set 1>asic standards 
concerning the right of the 
child to survival, develop- 
ment, protection and parti- 
cipation and which binds its 
signatories legally to comply 
with its provisions. 


Jordan ratified the conven- 
tion in 1991 and submitted its 
initial report to the U.N. 
Committee on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC) in April this 
year. 

Mrs. Khader called the re- 
port a positive step forward, 
but criticised it as partly in- 
appropriate. 

"It should have been 
elaborated by experts instead 
of the Foreign Ministry, and 
discussed on a wider societal 
basis before being submit- 
ted.” Mrs. Khader said. 

“Though having ratified 
the convention, arid in spite 
of recommendations to Jor- 
dan issued by the CRC, Jor- 
dan has not accepted some 
basic children’s rights fixed 
by the convention, e.g. the 
right to adoption and the 


Mrs. Khader suggested the 
next CRC report on children 
in Jordan, due in 1999, be 
coordinated by a non- 
governmental body. 


- Majali urges conversion of 

- CSCC into non-profit, 

j government-owned company 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Thursday called for convert- 
ing the Civil Servants Con- 
sumer Corporation (CSCC) 
into a non-profit 
government-owned com- 
pany, collecting a minimal 
profit to cover its administra- 
tive and operational costs. 

The Prime Minister's call 
was made during a visit to the 
CSCC where he was received 
by Supply Minister Adel 
Qudah and the corporation's 
Director General Abdul 


lets in all the major cities of 
the country providing basic 

* commodities, food stuffs and 
appliances at discounted 
prices to civil servants and 

^their, families... _ .. 

* ^ Dr. Majali said that con- 
\ . vetting. ; tner CSCC into a 


government-owned company 
will give it flexibility to 
purchase goods from interna- 
tional markets at reasonable 
prices and will free it from 
bureaucratic procedures. 

The prime minister stres- 
sed the need to open new 
CSCC branches in various 
towns and villages 

Dr. Majali called on the 
corporation to either sell or 
re-export the goods in stock, 
whose expiry date is drawing 
close instead of keeping them 
stockpiled, and in the end 
being forced to destroy them. 

Mr. Qudah, who is also 
chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the CSCC, said 
the corporation employs 800 
people and has a capital of 
JD 40 million. The corpora- 
tion enjoys, yearly exemp- 
tions from customs .dutiesjQl^_. 
ailing JD 6.5 million, he said.' 


Governor urges amendment to law 

Mayors should be held accountable 
for abuse of authority -Fay ez Abbadi 


IRBID (J.T.) — Irbid Gov- 
ernor Fayez Abbadi in an 
interview with Al Ufiiq week- 
ly, demanded the govern- 
ment amend the Municipali- 
ties Laws in order that 
mayors will be held account- 
able for abuse of authority. 

Mr. Abbadi, wbo is also 
head of a committee 
appointed by the government 
to run the affairs of the Irbid 
municipality until general 
municipal elections take 
place in June next year, said 
his committee had discovered 
serious violations of laws and 
regulations, especially in the 
issuing of building licenses in 
"areas not assigned for any 
construction activity, '-ti^ 

found 'thaF the municipal 


council had given licenses for 
private home construction 
disregarding required speci- 
fications for buildings in 
Irbid. The Committee also 
found that the council had 
shirked its responsibility in 
collecting dues from land and 
home-owners, said Mr. 
Abbadi. 

Another violation, he said, 
is the illegal appointment of 
persons whose services had 
been terminated by an order 
of the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs or the Au- 
dit Bureau. 

The government- 
appointed committee running 
the municipality now has 
found -that 83 such em- 
plo yeesr-sem &of -whom: are - , 
over the mandatory retire- 


ment age of 60, have been 
re-appointed after they had 
received their compensation 
from the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC), added Mr. 
Abbadi. 

As such, he said these 
appointments are illegal and 
furthermore there were no 
vacancies at the time of these 
staff reappointments and 
therefore the committee has 
.decided to lay off some of 
those illegally appointed 
workers. 

Mr. Abbadi said that 70 
per cent of the municipal 
council’s budget is spent on 
workers wages adding that by 
laying off employees the 
committee is expected to save 
fundsi-for.-theJiiirairipalityfs 
urgent services. 


Variations on movement and immobility 

Rafi Nasiri exhibits at French Cultural Centre 



Acrylic on paper by Rafi Nasiri 


By Martina Sabra 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Inner land- 
scapes? Maybe. Certainly, 
and first of all, light. Then 
colours; blue, brown, grey. 
Masses moving and melting 
into each other, interrupted 
by a red or turquoise callig- 
raphic sign here and there (a 
combination of the Arabic 
letter waw and the cipher 9, 
says the artist). Finally, sur- 
faces: acrylic on paper, acry- 
lic on Chinese rice paper, 
acrylic on canvas. 

Rafi Nasiri’s most recent 
“works on paper,” 24 of 
which are currently exhibited 
at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, are beautiful essays on 
the very nature of creativity 
— an attempt to visualise that 
fragile turning point between 
contemplation and action, 
where a new idea, a new 
expression gains its shape. 

Nasiri paints inner 
landscapes that demand to be 
visited,” says French art critic 
N. Favreliete. 

And, alluding to the fact 
that nature has long been Mr. 
Nasiri’s central subject of in- 
terest, Iraqi poet and art cri- 
tic May Muzaffar writes in 
her essay special to the ex- 
hibition: "The duality of sky 


and earth is here transformed 
into a duality of movement 
and immobility." 

Most of the exhibits are 
painted on Chinese paper, 
which, as Mr. Nasiri puts it, 
poses a particular artistic 
challenge because of its struc- 
ture: “You have to work very 
quickly, otherwise you’ll be 
lost. Sometimes I feel the 
paper is working with me and 
not vice-versa,” he explains. 
“It is a very spiritual mo- 
ment." Mr. Nasiri, according 
to bis own words, combines 
modern abstract painting 
with elements of Arabic cal- 
ligraphy, thus trying to find 
an artistic expression that is 
both universal and Arab at 
the same time. 

His interest in calligraphy 
dates back to his early years 
when he studied graphics in 
Beijing. 

“China influenced me a 
lot,” he says, “art for them 
(the Chinese) is a life. The 
function of art is to enjoy 
life." 

Bom in Baghdad in 1940, 
Mr. Nasiri studied painting 
and graphic design in Beijing 


In 1969, he joined an Iraqi 
group of artists called “The 
New Vision,” which tried to 
develop an authentic Arab 


modem art. 

Mr. Nasiri worked as a 
lecturer at the University of 
Baghdad Faculty of Fine Arts 
until 1989, when he estab- 
lished his own workshop. He 
left Iraq in 1991. 

Today, Mr. Nasiri is one of 
the few existing graphic 
artists in the Arab World. 
Through numerous one-man 
shows and collective exhibi- 
tions all 'over Europe and in 
almost all Arab countries, he 
has gained wide international 
reputation. 

Besides painting and 
teaching, Mr. Nasiri has illus- 
trated books, designed post- 
ers and done the layout for a 
cultural magazine. 

Since he arrived in Jordan 
three years ago, Mr. Nasiri 
has embarked on various pro- 
jects aiming to promote fine 
arts in the country. In Octo- 
ber 1993, together with the 
National Gallery of Fine Art 
and the Abdul Hameed Sho- 
rn an Foundation, he estab- 
lished a training centre for 
professional and amateur 
artists at Darat Al Funun. 


at the Faculty of Fine Arts 
and Education at Yarmouk 
University, where in 1995 a 
proper faculty of fine arts is 
planned. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


SPANISH CULTURAL WEEK 

☆ “Ciudad de Sevilla” flamenco show at the 
Palace of Culture, King Hussein Sports 
City at 7:30 p.m. 

☆ Gourmet dinner with “Yllana" Comical 
Mime Group shown at Forte Grand Hotel 
Amman at 9:30 p.m. (all proceeds to go U) 
benefit Noor Al Hussein Foundation) 


ITALIAN FILM FESTIVAL 

ft Film in Italian (with English subtitles) 
entitled “Porte Aperte” (Open Doors) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

ft Film in Italian (with English subtitles) 
entitled “Morte Di Un Matematico 
Napoletano” (Death of a Neapolitan 
Mathematician) at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:00 p.m. (all proceeds to go to the 
benefit of the Occupational Therapy Col- 
lege). 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Two exhibitions: “Paintings by Italian 


painter Armando Appaja, and a special 
exhibition of “Polluted City — the Monu- 
ments” at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
ft Exhibition of paintings of Iraqi artist Jab- 
bar Mejbd at AHa Art Gallery. 

ft Bani Hamida exhibition or “Nomadic In- 
spirations” — show of reflections of origin- 
al bedouin designs (including a collection of 
beadwoven rugs, runners, and cushions) at 
Darat Al Funun. 

ft Art exhibition by Ahmad Subaih at Balad- 
na Art Gallery 

ft Exhibition of art by Sanaa’ Hindi entitled 
“Leaves” at Orfali Art Gallery, 
ft Exhibition entitled “Spanish Modern En- 
graving and Multiplied Sculpture” at the 
Jordan National Gallery. 

ft The First Computer Art Exhibition in die 
Arab World at Ain Art Gallery, 
ft Exhibition by several Iraqi artists at 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 
ft Exhibition of abstract art by Rafi’ Nasiri at 
the French Cultural Centre. 


ggTNjjj JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
- CO LTD 

Announces the 
Invitation to Tender 
No. 30 F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 30F/94 for 
the supply, supervision of erection and commission- 
ing of (3) units hydraulic backhoe shovels for 
Eshidiya Mines. 

The bid is financed by Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB)-Jeddah. 

The bidding documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 10th November 1994, 
application for documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of J.D. (175,-) for each set 
of bidding documents. 

The closing date tor submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time. Tuesday 29th Nov. 1994. 

Sameh Madanl 
Managing Director 


Ministry, UNESCO to hold 
vocational training seminar 

Teachers’ extra allowance to be 
implemen ted next year — Rawabdeh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Education Friday 
announced that in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), it will conduct a 
seminar which will among 
other things focus on ways to 
encourage Arab women to 
take up vocational and tech- 
nical training. 

Developing vocational 
training progranunes in Arab 
states and training yonng 
men and women in the trades v 
most needed in Arab labour- 
markets w01jgsq.be taken up 


Arab countries as well as 
some foreign states. 

Tbe five-day meeting, 
which is being held at the 
Jerusalem Hotel here, will 
also focus on cooperation 
among Arab states in voca- 
tional training programmes. 

The Ministry of Education 
has prepared a programme 
for the participating delega- 
tion to visit vocational train- 
ing centres in Jordan, accord- 
ing to the statement. It also 
said that Education Minister 
Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh 
was scheduled to open the 
meetings which were paved 


vocational training in 


Meanwhile, Mr. Rawab- 
deh was quoted Friday as 
saying that His Majesty King 
Hussein’s directives to the 
government to give teachers 
an extra professional allo- 
wance would only be im- 
plemented next year. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, the 
minister said that such a mea- 
sure requires a change in the 
present regulations and 
allocation of additional 
funds, which can only take 
place in the 1995 fiscal budget 
which goes into effect in 
January 1995. 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 

" Yllana “■ 
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Comical Mime Group Show 

With a superb Gourmet Dinner 
prepared by Spain's top Chefs 
RamdnRoteta 
■ Juan Ignacio Zubiaircrin 
Jose M. Gonzalez ‘Currito" 

Ambrosial gastronomy with hilarious 
comedy 

Feel Spain's passion for life 

Oct 22 & 23 

Dinner Show JD30. Forte Grand 9:30 pm 
Inclusive of tax and service 

. Tickets sold at Forte Grand Amman 
For details, please cal 69651 1 




AH foods, ingredients and spices are being flown in freeb 
from Spain. Ana a connoisseurs' dream of Spain's finest 
winee included in the price of dinner & show tickets. 


All proceeds to the benefit of Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
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Haiti moves toward normalcy 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
— People are linin g up for 
gasoline here in the capital 
and for jobs up north in ' 
Cap-Hanjen as Haiti takes its 
first wobbly steps toward be- 
coming a normal society. 

But newly returned Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
almost a week after being 
returned to his homeland 
•from exile on U.S. wings, still 
hasn't made a decision on bis 
prime minister. 

An unruly line of about 15 
vehicles brought traffic to a 
standstill Thursday afternoon 
after the first legally available 
gasoline was delivered to a 
service station at a downtown 
intersection. 

The gas was selling for S3 a 
gallon (3.8 litres) under gov- 
ernment price controls, a 
stark contrast to the high of 
more than S35 under the in- 
ternational trade embargo 
lifted Sunday. 

Many motorists, accus- 
tomed to hoarding any goods 
available during the long 
embargo, brought plastic 
containers to fill in addition 
to their automobile tanks. 

At the area known as 
Kuwait City, where black- 
market sellers hawked gaso- 
line for months, pouring 
some smuggled in from die 
Dominican Republic from 
plastic bottles into car tanks, 
only a few gallons (litres) 
remained for sale. A work 
crew shovelled trash into a 
truck. 

About 500 people showed 


up before dawn Thursday in 
the north-coastal city of Cap- - 
Haitien, Haiti's second- 
largest city, to vie for 30 
unskilled jobs for a U.S. en- 
gineering company beginning 
rehabilitation work under in- 
ternational aid programmes. 

Even the judicial system 
started showing signs of func- 
tion. as two dozen alleged 
looters were brought to court 
Thursday by Haitian police, 
backed by U.S. troops. The 
suspects were held in connec- 
tion with the plundering and 
burning of an appliance store 
Sunday night. 

The U.S. military has en- 
couraged Haitian police to 
resume patrolling and crime 
fighting, despite the people's 
hostility because of the 
oppressive role that police 
played in the old military 
regime. 

In Cap-Haitien, interna- 
tional monitors this week be-* 
gan training Haitians re- 
cruited in the U.S. Navy base 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
to be part of an interim police 
force. Some Haitian police 
who worked under the old 
regime who the U.S. army 
cleared were also being 
trained. 

Across the street from the 
National Palace, in front of 
an army barracks largely 
avoided before the coup lead- 
ers who toppled Mr. Aristide 
in 1991 packed op and left 
Haiti, a group of men loudly 
debated who Mr. Aristide 
should pick for his prinie 


military regime and stifling 


Inside the white-columned 
building, Mr. Aristide con- 
sulted with allies and opposi- 
tion parties alike on the 
makeup of a revamped gov- 
ernment expected to be 
announced shortly. 

The front-runner to be 
prime minister in the new 
cabinet was Claudette Wer- 
Ieigh, Mr. Aristide’s foreign 
minister, a source dose to the 
government said. She would 
replace interim Prime Minis- 
ter Robert Malval. 

Such consultations are new 
for Mr. Aristide, who during 
his seven months as president 
antagonised many Haitian 
politicians by confining 
appointments to his own 
close-knit group of suppor- 
ters, many of them inexperi- 
enced. 

Mr. Werleigh, 48, was so- 
cial affairs minister during a 
brief civilian caretaker gov- 
ernment that preceded Mr. 
Aristide’s administration. 

The proposal for U.S. 
trade preferences for Haiti is 
included in Mr. Aristide’s 
plan for emergency economic 
recovery. With his return, 
Haiti will enjoy the same 
lower U.S. tariffs as most 
Caribbean nations under the 
decade-old Caribbean Basin 
Initiative. 

But Mr. Aristide’s advisers 
say that’s not enough to re- 
rive The export sector of an 
economy that nearly ground 
to a halt under the three-year 


The Aristide government 
wants the United States to 
completely lift tariffs on all 
imports from Haiti and eli- 
minate some import quotas. 

However, a source dose to 
the president, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, ack- 
nowledged that total elimina- 
tion of import restrictions is 
only a starting point for bar- 
gaining. 

There will be no speedup 
in the way U.S. troops in 
Haiti have been taking 
weapons from paramilitary 
forces, the admiral in charge 
of the mission said Thursday. 

“To disarm a country such 
as Haiti is a pretty tough 
assignment,” Adm. Paul D. 
Miller told reporters at a 
Pentagon briefing. 

“The pace of our activity is 
correct. I don’t have any 
plans to enhance the efforts 
that are ongoing," the admir- 
al said, adding at another 
point, “the weapons control 
issue has been quire success- 
ful.” 

Adm. Miller had been 
asked about published re- 
marks from an unnamed 
senior official of the United 
Nations who said Haitian pa- 
ramilitary forces have not 
been stripped of their 
weapons quickly enough. 

U.S. troops have been in 
control in Haiti since mid- 
September, but random vio- 
lence continues. 



Princess Diana 

Diana 

goes public 
briefly in 
New York 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
For one brief moment. New 
Yorkers cot a glimpse of 
Princess Diana as photo- 
graphers and fans staked out 
her porii hotel here. 

Princess Diana popped out 
into the crowd, pausing long 
enough to accept a bouquet 
of pink roses from a 10-year- 
old boy. 

“Thanks a lot." said Prin- 
cess Diana as she accepted 
the flowers. The princess 
then headed off for Washing- 
ton where she was to spend 
the weekend with the Brazi- 
lian ambassador’s family. 

“She’s fled to America, 
basically, to get away from 
the voracious Fleet Street rat 
pack, who’s been following 
this incredible soap opera 
: saga of the unhappy wives of 
Windsor,” said Richard 
Mineards. of the London 
Daily Express. 

The princess is embroiled 
In the latest dispute to rock 
the royals: Reports and 
rumours that she and her 
husband. Prince Charles, will 
soon turn their separation 
into a divorce. 

Britain is also stirring with 
the publication of an autho- 
rised biography of her hus- 
band in which it is reported 
the he never loved her and 
that his father forced him ro 
many her. 

Princess Diana, who ar- 
rived in the United States for 
a private visit Wednesday, 
will spend a few days on the 
East Coast. 

Some 120 reporters and 
fens of Princess Diana staked 
out her upper east side hotel 
all day for that single glimp- 
se. 

“Is there anything more 
radiant?" said Sarah Farrell, 
a London wedding gown de- 
signer who waited five hours 
for her first dose look at the 
princess. “So stunning, and 
smiling as always. 

“What’s the matter with 
Charles?” 

Until her brief appearance, 
the day’s only exdtement 
came when actor Robin Wil- 
liams, in New York for a 
political fund-raiser, ducked 
out of the hotel Thursday. 

Photographers snapped 
pictures, camera crews gave 
chase, and reporters fired 
questions at the star of the 
movie Mrs. Doubtfire. 

“Did you see the prin- 
cess?" one peraon shouted. 

“No.” said Williams. 

The follow-up: "Was she 
on vour floor?" 

Williams: "Not that I 
noticed." 

End of excitement. 


U.K. dismisses 
spying allegations 


OTTAWA (R) — A -new 
book by a former Canadian , 
spy alleges Canada’s intelli- ’ 
gence agency spied on two 
ministers in fonner British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s cabinet in 1983, 
but Lady Thatcher’s succes- 
sor John Major dismissed the 
allegation as “dap trap.” 

Mike Frost, a former in- 
teffig mee officer of the top- 
secret Communications 
Security Establishment, said 
in the book Spyworid tint the 
request to spy on the minis- 
ters c am e from Britain's gov- 
ernment communications 
headquarters, and was car- 
ried out from a Canadian 
diplomatic mission in Lon- 
don. 

He said the aim was to find 
out if both ministers were 
“on side” with her policies.’ . 

Lady Thatcher herself was’ 
not immediately available for 
comment. 

Bat in London Thursday 
Mr. Major dismissed the re- 
port as “claptrap" and told a 
questioner in parliament: 
‘The face that in the middle 
of your question you could 
sot even keep a straight face 
shows just bow seriously ev- 
erybody in the House really 
regards the absolute absurdi- 
ty of that particular allega- 
tion.” 

Spyworid was written by 
Rost, who worked for the 
for 19 years from 
‘T, and by Michel 


Gratton, a former press 
secretary to then Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney. 

Mr. Frost told a news con- 
ference Thursday that he did 
not directly take part in the 
mission but was briefed be- 
fore and after it took place by 
a colleague in the Canadian 
security agency. 

“I did not do the work 
myself- The way I wrote it in 
the book is the way I remem- 
ber it to the best of my 
knowledge,” Mr. Frost told 
reporters. 

Mr. Frost quotes his col- 
league, whose pseudonyn he 
gives as Frank Bowman, as 
saying: “It seems as if Mar- 
garet Thatcher thinks two of 
the ministers in her cabinet 
are not ’on side...’ She wants 
to find out if they are.” 

The alleged spying took 
place in 1983 when Lady 
Thatcher was nearing the end 
of her first mandate, and had 
just shuffled her cabinet. 

“Bowman flew over and 
set up an intercept post right 
inside Canada’s MacDonald 
House (Canadian diplomatic 
mission in London). The in- 
tercept was done during nor- 
mal business hours, but was 
extended at both ends, so 
that the ministers could be 
caught either on their way to 
work or on the road back 
home,” Mr. Frost writes in 
die book. 


U.S., Pakista© discuss 
obstacles to better ties 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.S. and Pakistani officials 
Sought Thursday to repair re- 
lations strained by allegations 
of Pakistan’s purported sup- 
port of terrorism in Kashmir 
and efforts to acquire nuclear 
and other advanced weapons. 

While “Pakistan is no lon- 
ger the object of special 
attention regarding any sup- 
port it may be giving to ter- 
rorist groups... we have made 
clear to the government of 
Pakistan that — if justified by 
the facts — any country could 
be named a state supporter of 
terrorism under U.S. law at 
any time,” the U.S. State 
Department declared Thurs- 
day night. 

“We continue to monitor 
the situation closely," it said 
in a statement. 

Earlier Thursday, the de- 
partment said Pakistan’s No. 

2 foreign policy official, Fore- 
ign Secretary Najmudin 
Shaik. met with the U.S. 
secretary of state and other 
officials. 

The meeting was “part of 
our mutual effort to broaden 
the traditional strong ties 
which exist between Pakistan 
and the United States,” the 
State Department said. 

During the half-hour meet- 
ing, Warran Christopher 
voiced concern about Pakis- 
tan's acquisition of Chinese 
M-ll missile technology, de- 
partment spokeswoman, 
Christine Shelly said. 

Earlier this month, the Un- 
ited States ended a 14-month 
technology embargo against 
China after Beijing promised 
not to provide Pakistan or 
other countries parts for mis- 
siles able to deliver a 500- 
tonne payload 300 kilometres^- 


(180 miles). China has never 
acknowledged providing such 
assistance to Pakistan. 

U.S. sanctions imposed 
against Pakistan in 1993 over 
the same issue have remained 
in place, bat Pakistan has 
never admitted it had ac- 
quired a potential for landing 
missiles in cities of neigh- 
bouring India, it's rival in 
three wars. 

In a letter Oct. 7, 19 mem- 
bers of Congress urged Presi- 
dent Bill Q inton to reconsid- 
er listing Pakistan as a state 
supporter of terrorism. They 
died alleged Pakistani sup- 
port of Muslim guerrillas 
seeking separation of dis- 
puted Kashmir from India. 

They also said Pakistan 
was implicated in the 1993 
Bombay Stock Exchange 
bombing that killed 317 peo- 
ple. Pakistan has denied in- 
volvement. 

Mr. Christopher’s decision 
last January not to list Pakis- 
tan as a sponsor of terrorism 
“was reached after painstak- 
ing review of the facts," 
according to the State De- 
partment statement released 
Thursday night. 

A key issue clouding 
U.S.Pakistani relations is the 
cutoff of American aid re- 
quired by law after the U.S. 
was not able to certify that 
Pakistan neither possesses 
nor is developing atomic 
weapons. 

Ms. Shelly stressed exam- 
ples of cooperation between 
the two countries, noting that 
Washington and Islamabad 
recently “worked very closely 
together at the Cairo Popula- 
tion Conference, also on 
some major peacekeeping 
operations.” 


Weary 
Texans 
fight fire 
after floods 

HOUSTON (AP) — Two 
pipelines beneath a rolling 
river burst, sending 100-foot 
(30-metre) flames of burning 
gasoline snaking more than a 
mile (1.5 kilometres) down 
the San Jacinto River, at least 
69 people were injured. 

“It looked like hell opened 
up on the water and the 
whole river was gasoline," 
said Mike Norman, who was 
on the bank trying to retrieve 
bis sailboat when the explo- 
sion occurred. - 

Some 11,500 people were 
forced from their homes by 
heavy rain that began Sun- 
day. Skies were clearing, the 
murky water had begun to 
recede in most areas, and 
some people were returning 
to their damaged homes* 
when the pipeline broke east 
of Houston, sending smoke 
and flame hundreds of feet 
(metres) into the air. The 
flooding has claimed at least 
15 lives. 

The burning mixture 
wound 1 Vi miles (2.5 
kilometres) downstream, set- 
ting fire to homes and boats 
along the banks. Schools and 
businesses in the path of the 
smoke were evacuated. 

“There were three loud 
booms and then an immedi- 
ate black cloud,” witness 
Doug Trowbridge said. “£t 
just began to spread like 
wildfire." 

The first explosion, around 
10:30 a.m. occurred near 
“the spaghetti bowl," the 
mouth of the nation's inter- 
state pipeline network. A 
second pipeline ruptured 
around 2 p.m. 

U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Federico Pena sur- 
veyed the scene by helicopter 
and said the explosion was 
likely caused by the rain- 
swollen river. 



Some forty Haitians arrested by the U.S. observer outside the military detention centre 
militar y for various crime like looting, sit in a in Port-An-Prfoce, Haiti. The H aitia ns were 
track under the supervision of a Haitian being moved to court for tbeir pre-trial 
policeman (centre) and international pofice arr ai g nm ent (AFP photo) 


U.K. press calls for drastic 
surgery on government sleaze 


LONDON (AFP) — Be- 
leaguered Prime Minister 
John Major must perform 
“serious surgery” on his dis- 
eased Tory government, the 
British press urged Friday, as 
a “cash-for-qnestions” storm 
continued to dominate the 
media. 

Junior Northern Ireland 
Minister Tim Smith resigned 
Thursday after be admitted 
be received money from 
Mohammad A1 Fayed, the 
chairman of Hatreds store, in 
return for tabling parliamen- 
tary questions. 

Pressure continued to 
mount for Corporate Affairs 
Minster Neil Hamilton, also 
accused of accepting cash, to 
resign. Mr. Hamilton flatly 
denied the allegations, and 
Thursday issued a writ 
against the Guardian which 
had broken the story in that 
day's edition. 

Friday’s Guardian detailed 
the alleged extravagance of 
Mr. Hamilton and his wife at 
the Ritz Hotel in Paris, where 
he was said to have run up a 
£4,221 (56,331) bill for a six- 
night stay in September 1987 
— understood to have been 
paid for by Mr. Fayed, owner 


of the hotel- 

In editorial comment, the 
centre-left paper charged: 
“There is distrust and a feel- 
ing of decay. It has to be 
dealt with in the open.” 

And it urged: “Let the 
sloppy mess of non- 
regulation surrounding par- 
liamentary lobbying activities 
at last be tightened. Let the 
government give a lead... 
Such sickness demands se- 
rious surgery." 

An editorial in the centre- 
right Independent concluded: 
"Because he is widely 
thought to be weak and an- 
xious to be liked, Mr. Major 
needs to be especially brutal 
in fulfilling his stated aim of 
rooting out wrong-doing.” 

Friday’s conservative Tele- 
graph acknowledged: “The 
government seems to be at a 
loss to know how to contend 
with the outbreak of 
‘sleaze’." 

The Times, also pro- 
government, added to press- 
ure for Mr. Hamilton’s res- 
ignation. “If Mr. Hamilton is 
to contest these allegations 
successfully, it were better 
that he try to do so from a 


position, however tempor- 
ary, on the backbenches,” it 
said. 

The paper also said: “The 
rules governing payment to 
MPs, in particular, are out- 
dated and should be 
amended to suit the modern 
parliamentary culture of lob- 
byists and consultancy fees... 
An independent inquiry is 
needed to mark fresh bound- 
aries for today’s pofitidans.” 

Lobbyist Ian Greer also 
issued a writ against the 
Guardian Thursday, but the 
paper in its front-page story 
Friday again quoted Mr. 
Fayed as saying Mr. Greer 
had promised to deliver the 
two MPs. 

They would ask questions 
in parliament linked to a gov- 
ernment probe into the 1985 
takeover of Hanods by tire 
Fayed brothers in a bitter 
battle with Tiny Rowland’s 
Lonrho. 

Mr. Fayed was quoted as 
saying: “Every month we got 
a bill for parliamentary ser- 
vices and it would vary be- 
tween £8,000 (512,000) and 
£10,000 (515,000), depending 
on the number of questions. 



Queen Elizabeth visits St. Petersburg memorial 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin and Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth II walk past the guard of 
honour and a Soviet-style Hag during a cere- 
mony at the Piskaryov Cemetery, a World 
War II manorial in St Petersburg. Ending a 
visit that evoked memories of Russia’s ill-fated 
czar, Queen Elizabeth headed home Thursday 
after a rare personal sendoff by President 
Yeltsin. Bands played, fireworks exploded, 
and Mr. Yeltsin and 1,500 ramrod-straight 
Russian troops stood by in sob-freezing 
temperatures as the royal yacht Britannia 
pulled away from a Neva River dock. The 
colourful departure ceremony capped a suc- 
cessful but, in all likelihood, trying week for 
the first British monarch to visit Russia. No 
<me was more hospitable than Mr. Yeltsin, 
who escorted the queen throughout much of 


her stay. Especially in flying to St. Petersburg, 
be went to unusual lengths for his guest on a 
visit seen as both highly symbolic and impor- 
tant for British-Russian ties. The queen and 
her husband spent the last day of their visit 
touring Russia's old imperial capital before 
bidding the city farewell and boarding the 
royal yacht. Mr. Yeltsin and his wife Naina 
joined them on the Britannia for a final 
dinner. They visited the former residence and 
the burial rite of Russia’s czars; Piskaryov 
Cemetery; where a million victims of the Nazi 
siege of the dty are buried; and Mariinsky 
Palace for a luncheon hosted by Mayor Anato- 
ly Sobchak. The queen also visited the Re- 
search Prosthetic Institute while her husband 
went on board a Russian destroyer and visited 
the Russian Navy Museum (AFP photo) 


Plague panic wanes in India but disease remains 


NEW DELHI (R) — One 
month after plague erupted 
in India, terror of the disease 
has ebbed as the number of 
victims dwindles. But the 
sickness has not been eradi- 
cated and will take time to be 
brought folly under control. 

Citizens who fled Surat city 
where pneumonic plague 
broke out in mid-September 
have largely returned. Most 
schools which were closed 
during the crisis have 
reopened. 

Tourist trade, bartered by 
intense global media cover- 
age of the spread of the dis- 
ease, is showing signs of re- 
covering. 

Foreign governments have 
lifted many of the controls on 
travel and trade with India 
which they had erected. 

Bnt many countries espe- 
cially in the Gulf remain 
wary. Iranian President 
Akbar Hashenri Rafsanjani 
cancelled a trip to India be- 
cause of the sickness, a move 
Indian newspapers called a 
serious setback to efforts to 
improve bilateral relations. 

Exporters estimate they, 
have losr 513 billion in fore-* 
ign sales. 

What is more, the scourge 
has not been wiped out and 
will take time to be brought 


folly under control, said Dr. 
N.K. Shah of the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO). “It is very difficult 
to declare India plague-free,” 
he said Friday. 

At least 57 people have 
died among 693 confirmed to 
have had the plague. 
Thousands showed symptoms 
like fever and cough. 

Mr. Shah said four or five 
cases of bubonic plague were 
still surfacing every day in 
Maharashtra state east of 
Bombay where that variety of 
the disease was identified in 
early September. 

Bubonic plague, which 
attacks a victim’s lymph 
nodes and is spread by fleas 
who bite infected rodents, is 
less lethal than pneumonic 
plague which can destroy a 
person’s lungs and spreads 
between humans through 
contaminated sputum. 

None of the deaths has 
been attributed to bubonic 
plague, which like the 
pneumonic type can be cured 
with antibiotics. 

Cases of bubonic plague 
seem to have emerged re- 
cently in Surat, where only 
pneumonic plague had been 
identified. 

Mr. Shah said it would not 
be surprising if bubonic pla- 


gue were in Surat as it could 
indicate the bubonic variety 
erupted first, then spread to 
Surat where it evolved into 
the pneumonic type. 

But bubonic plague takes 
longer than pneumonic to 
wipe out as the rodents must 
be killed. “Bubonic plague 
will take about another 
month to eradicate," Mr. 
Shah. “But it is very treat- 
able. It is a very slow, re- 
spectable disease.” 

Mr. Shah said bubonic pla- 
gue may never be wiped out 
as it can lurk in rodents in 
forests. In past years people 
who spent time in remote 
woods might have come 
down with plague without 
knowing it because common 
antibodies can quickly wipe it 
out. 

Ramesh Kansara, a senior 
Surat administrator, said only 
31 patients remained in hos- 
pital in his city and no plague- 
related death bad been re- 
ported in four days. 

“There is no more panic in 
Surat,” he said, adding that 
as many as 400,000 people 
had returned and others were 
expected to come back after 
year-end holidays. 

“Most factories have 
started production,” Mr. 
Kansara said. All schools ex- 


cept at the primary level had 
reopened, and cinemas were 
expected soon to open their 
doors. 

Dr. Dinesh Shah, a resi- 
dent doctor at Surat Civil 
Hospital, which treated most 
of me nation’s plague pa- 
tients, said it had reopened 
services like surgery which 
had been dosed during the 
outbreak. 

“Naturally few patients 
will come," he said, “because 
they will think, ‘once upon a 
time this was the plague hos- 
pital." 

_G . S . Dhar, deputy 
director-general of the Tour- 
ism Ministry, said airports 
had noted a rebound in tour- 
ist arrivals. 

“There is some dam ag e but 
it is very temporary,” he said: 
“T hing s will begin picking up 
perceptibly in December.” 

Mr. Ghar said tour oper- 
ators and government offi- 
cials were planning a blitz of 
Europe to drum up tourists. 

“There will certainly be a 
scar in the future,” said Anil 
Bhandan, chairman of the 
India Tourism Development 
Corp. 

“But 950 million people 
are back to work. That is a 
very clear message to people- 
that it is safe.” 


‘Sly” takes on . 
Suharto over | 
nine holes 

JAKARA (R> — Toogftffj 
actor Syivestor Stallone 

swapped his screen weapcoy 

for golf dobs and took on 
Indonesia’s President Suhar- 
to over rase holes Friday 
morning. Executives travell- 
ing with StaBone. wbo ifi to 
open a Planet HoBywood 
Restaurant in Jakarta, said 
be and Mr. Subaxto played a 
“frinedly” maiefe without 
keeping score. SzaSoae mid 
the 73-year-old Suharto, who 
has nded Ind on esi a since the 
late 1960s and plays go if reg- 
ularly. chatted tbrougovt the 
gam g- SzaBone presented Mr. 
Suharto with a Planer Holly- 
wood Jakarta opening jacket 
after the match. The Jakarta 
outlet of Planet Hollywood, a 
restaurant chain owned by a 
host of U-S. film stars that 
includes Stallone, Arnold 
Scwatzenegger, Bruce Wiffis 
and Demi Moore, will be the 
16th Qffloafi and the first in 
South East Asia. 

Gamabian coup 
leaders marries 
phone operator 

BANJUL (R) — Gambia’s 
youthful coup leader Lieute- 
nant Yabya Jammeb has mar- 
ried a 22-year-old telephone 
operator in a quiet ceremony 
in the bride’s home town erf 
Birkama, officials said 
Wednesday. They said Lt. 
Jammeb, 29, married Terti 
Faal, who works for the state 
telecommunications com- 
pany Gam tel, on Oct. 10. On 
July 22, Lt. Jammeb toppled 
Sir Dawda Jawara, who had 
led the tiny West African 
holiday paradise since inde- 
pendennee in 1965. saying he 
wanted to put an end to 
government corruption and 
the trade in drugs and sex. 

Pop star 
collapses in 
firework blast 

PETERBOROUGH. Eng- 
land (AFP) — Veteran pop 
singer Alvin Stardust col- 
lapsed on stage in front of 
horrified fans when he 
apparently went too close to 
fireworks at a concert in 
Peterborough, his agent said. 
“He was just starting .his last 
plumber. My Coo-Ca^Choo. 
when the pyrotechnics went 
off as pan of the a a. but he 
seemed to take the full 
blast,” Simon Porter said. 
Porter added: “He collapsed 
and lay motionless on the 
stage. Everybody in the audi-. 
ence thought it was part of 
the act until the band stopped 
playing about 30 seconds la- 
ter.” St. John Abulance 
volqnteers quickly gave him 
medical treatment and an 
ambuilance was called to take 
him to Peterborough General 
Hospital, where a spokes- 
woman later described his 
condition as “comfortable” 
and said his injuries were not 
serious. 

China to build 
world’s largest 
Buddha statue 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Construction work was begun 
for the world’s largest bronze 
Buddha statue in China's 
eastern coastal province of 
Jiangsu, it was reported here 
Friday. The standing robe- 
clad Sakyamunia male figure 
to be built cm the peak of 
Maji Mountain in Wuxi will 
be some 80 metres completed 
tall including a lotus-shaped 
20 metre high when com- 
pleted in 1996, the Hong 
Kong branch of China News 
Service said. 

Deneuve named 
-UNESCO’s film 
ambassador 

PARIS (AFP) — - French film 
actress Catherine Deneuve 
was named UNESCO’s good- 
will ambassador for the safe- 
guard of world film heritage 
Wednesday. UNESCO 
Director-General Federico 
Mayor appointed Ms. De- 
n e “ ve P re sident of a 
5100,000 fund to be jointly 
run by the U.N. Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) and the 
International Federation of 
Film Archives (FIAF). 
Mayor invited other cinema 
personalities such as Japan’s 
Najisa Oshima, Mexico’s 
Arturo Ripsteion and 
Burkma-Faso’s Gaston Ka- 
bore to back the fund. When 
the cinema industry cele- 
brates its centenary next 
year. more than three- 
quarters of pre-1950s films 
will have disintegrated if res- 
toration work is not onder- 
taken or if copies are not 
made. UNESCO said at least 
10 per cent of the 2.2 billion 
raetres of films kept in film 
libraries across the world are 
w urgent need of restoration. 





Major accepts IRA truce; will start talks 
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operate, 


BELFAST (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
said Friday be was ready to 
make a “working assump- 
tion” that an IRA ceasefire 
vras intended to be perma- 
nent and to start talks with its 
political wing. Sinn Fein, be- 
fore *e end of 1994. 

Mr. Major said that if the 
IRA continued the truce in 
its 25-year guerrilla campaign 
to oust Britain from the 
Northern Ireland, he would 
be ready 10 convene explora- 
tory talks with Sinn Fein ab- 
out the political future of the 
province “before the year is 
oat” 

In die key speech, which 
aides said was designed to 
give the peace process “a big 
push forward,” Mr. Major 
also announced the end of a 
banning order preventing 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams and his number two 
Martin McGuinness from en- 
tering mainland Britain. 

He also announced the 
opening of all border cros- 
sings with the neighbouring 
Republic of Ireland and held 
open the possibility of talks 
with Protestant “loyalist” pa- 
ramilitaries once they had 
shown their commitment to 
peace. 

The IRA’s ceasefire on 
Sept l was answered by a 
trace by protestant guerrillas 
on Oct. 14. Mr. Major has 
said the moves presented the 
best chance for peace in the 
province for quarter of a cen- 


tury. 

Mr. McGuinness said he 
broadly welcomed Mr. Ma- 
jors announcement. 

“At last a move in the right 
direction by the British prime 
minister. I broadly welcome 
what he has to say but it is 
quite clear that we must build 
on ail of this... we must also 
accept there has to be a fairly 
rapid demilitarisation of the 
situation now,” Mr. McGuin- 
ness told ITN Television 
News. 

Promising to back the 
peace process with a big in- 
vestment drive tapping funds 
from the European Union, the 
United States and the Far 
East, Mr. Major said he 
would review the need for 
troops to patrol streets and 
wanted to return to civilian 
poKcing. 

“Walls have been going up 
when we should have spent 
the past 25 years breaking 
them down,” be said. “We 
cannot make up 25 lost years 
overnight. We shall have to 
make herculean efforts. That 
is the purpose of the initia- 
tives I have announced to- 
day. 

“The future of Northern 
Ireland lies in the hands of its 
own people. If you want 
peace, say so now... join the 
crusade for the future," said 
Mr. Major who received a 
standing ovation before he 
delivered the speech. 

But he said peace could not 
be assured until paramilitar- 


ies on both sides handed in 
their weapons and explo- 
sives. 

Mr. Major ended with an 
emotional appeal to the peo- 
ple of the province. “Let me 
speak directly to each and 
every person in Northern Ire- 
land. If you want peace, say 
so now. Loudly. Don’t sit 
back. Join the crusade for the 
future." 

Mr. Major, accompanied 
by Northern Ireland Secret- 
ary Sir Patrick Mayhew, ar- 
rived in Northern Ireland 
earlier Friday, a day after his 
cabinet gave him a free hand 
to "start talks about talks" 
with Sinn Fein officials 
whenever he saw fit. 

Mr. Major will hold talks 
with Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds Monday- 
Mr. Reynolds has been 
quicker to accept the rRA 
ceasefire was permanent and 
Irish officials have showed 
impatience at Britain’s “soft- 
ly, softly” approach. 

Mr. Major’s talks with Mr. 
Reynolds will focus on prog- 
ress towards completing a 
document outlining a 
framework for inter-party 
negotiations on the future of 
Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Major said Friday the 
document would be pub- 
lished when ready so the peo- 
ple of Northern Ireland could 
have their say. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring described Friday as 
“very significant" Mr. Ma- 


accept the 


jor's decision 
seven-week -old rRA 
fire as permanent. 

Mr. Spring, a key player — 
the Ulster peace process, 
praised the decision im- 
mediately after Mr. Major 
announced it in Belfast. 

Accepting the truce as 
permanent was a “very signi- 
ficant and very important" 
step. Mr. Spring said. 

Hardline Protestant leader 
Ian Paisley said Friday he did 
not believe the IRA ceasefire 
was permanent and accused 
Mr. major of not keeping his 
word to the people of North- 
ern Ireland. 

Rev. Paisley said he did 
not welcome Mr. Major’s de- 
cision to open talks with Sinn 
Fein, now that Mr. Major 
believed the IRA truce was 
permanent. “He has not kept 
his word to the people of 
Northern Ireland... there has 
been no renunciation of vio- 
lence by IRA/Sinn Fein," 
Rev. Paisley told BBC Tele- 
vision. 

Rev. Paisley, leader of the 
minority Democratic Union- 
ist Party representing the 
Protestant majority in North- 
ern Ireland, said Mr. Major 
had broken the conditions he 
himself had set down for 
peace talks to start. 

“Do you mean to tell me 
that the people out there are 
going to say ‘we can trust 
him on more major issues 
than that?' Rev. Paisley said. 






1 dead in 

Chechenya 

fighting 

MOSCOW (AFP) — One 
soldier was killed and two 
wounded Friday when troops 
opposed to Chechen Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev 
attacked a government posi- 
tion northwest of rite capital, 
Grozny, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

The attack took place near 
.the village of Pervomais- 
kayoe in response to an 
assault overnight by govern- 
ment trpops on opposition 
forces arid fighting was con- 
tinuing : in the region, the 
report said quoting Chechen 
military officials. 

The clashes there came two 
days after Mr. Dudayev de- 
veloped some 2,000 troops 
backed by 30 armoured vehi- 
cles in an offensive against 
rebel forces near the village 
of Urus-Martan. 

That battle left more than 
160 dead including up to 40 
government soldiers, accord- 
ing to Oiecfaen officials, and 
marked the bloodiest clash 
between Mr. Dudayev's 
armed supporters and oppo- 
nents in the past two years. 

A Chechen opposition 



Residents of Urus-Marta look at the bodies of More than 160 people were kflied after rebels 
unidentified soldiers kflied after fierce fighting backed by Moscow used helicopters to attack 
in the breakaway Republic of Chechenya. government positions (AFP photo) 


leader denied Friday that Mr. 
Dudayev had gained the up- 
per hand in the conflict, 
saying Wednesday's battle 
“did not change the balance 
of forces” in the tiny republic 
in the Caucasus Mountains, 
TASS said. 

Umar Avturkhanov, lead- 
er of the self-styled “pro- 
visional council” which 
claims to be the legitimate 
government of Chechenya, 
also disputed the casualty fi- 
gures from Wednesday’s 


fighting announced by official 
Chechen sources. 

He said that more than 100 
of Dudayev’s troops had 
been killed and said these 
included citizens of Russia, 
Azerbaijan and the Baltic 
states, the report said. 

Opposition forces also des- 
troyed five armoured vehicles 
of the pro-Dudayev forces, 
he said, adding that it was not 
clear how many civilians had 
also died in Wednesday's 
clash. 


Mr. Dudayev, a former 
Soviet Air Force bomber 
pilot, was elected president 
of Chechnv a in October 1991 
when he unilaterally declared 
the republic independent 
from Russia in a move recog- 
nised by no one. 

Moscow has tried various 
methods to bring Chechnya 
back under its control, in- 
cluding an aborted troop de- 
ployment in late 1991 and an 
economic blockade, but has 
so far failed to do so. 


Italy is not just pizza and the mafia — Berlusconi 



ROME (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Silvio Berlusconi said Fri- 
day he was angry that “fewer 
ton 100 mafia bosses" were 
giving Italy a bad name but 
he denied such remarks belit- 
tled the fight against orga- 
nised crime. 

Mr. Berlusconi ran into a 
storm of criticism this week 
aftw he was quoted as saying 
“"tor things about the size 
of to mafia threat during a 
TOfcto Moscow. 


crime, Mr. Berlusconi said 
his government would fight 
the mob with all its forces. 

“I take umbrage when our 
image becomes that of the 
mafia." be told the commis- 
sioners. 

“There are 57 million peo- 
ple in Italy, four million of 
them entrepreneurs, and, 
from what I’m told, fewer 
than 100 dangerous mafia 
bosses." 

Mr. Berlusconi said a sur- 
vey he had read recently 
showed that Italy’s image 
abroad was dominated by 


to European champions AC 
Milan, which he owns. 

"I said to myself that we 
had to stop a dangerous, 
damaging activity — one we 
must fight with all our forces 
— from characterising every- 
thing Italians do,” he said. 

Mr. Berlusconi was sum- 
moned before the commis- 
sion at the request of Anto- 
nio Bargone, leader cf the 
opposition Progressives 
Group in the Chamber of 
Deputies. 

Mr. Bargone said after Mr. 
Berlusconi's remarks in Mos- 
cow last week that the prime 
minister's statements signal- 


led “an alarming loss of ener- 
gy in the fight against orga- 
nised crime." 

The prime minister, owner 
of a $7 billion a year media 
and business empire, ack- 
nowledged he was partly to 
blame for the negative image 
by co-funding TV movies on 
the mafia. 

"Fiction is the most 
dangerous form of film be- 
cause it gets onto ail the 
world's television channels, 
especially if it's well done, 
and can make the mafia's 
image overshadow the image 
of our counny," he said. 


Called before parliament’s 
fjro’tofia commission to ex- 
P«ra bis remarks, which the 
opposition said played down 

toe significance Q f organised 


Hutu refugees may invade Rwanda — UNHCR 



gOMA, Zaire (AFPI — 
Hotu refugees cramped into 
i^beshift huts in six sprawl- 
mg camps on Zaire’s border 
with Rwanda are becoming 
increasingly restless and 
000 *d be readying for an 
jjnned invasion of their 
Homeland, U.N. officials 
warned. 


.The U.N. High Commis- 
for Refugees 
JP^HCR) officials also fear 
r^rood being distributed by 
®krnational aid agencies to 
estimated 820,000 re- 
including innocent 
and mass murderers, 
“being stockpiled by Hutu 
in preparation for a 
T^-horder incursion into 
Pf count™ they fled during a 
“*umi civil war earlier this 


has 
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JJpfety training i 
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P^fcrons when 

Minister 


officials and aid workers, is 
being sighted increasingly 
frequently in the camps, in 
contravention of UNHCR 
rules that forbid political 
activity. 

Driving through Kibumba, 
15 kilometres north of here, 
Thursday, an AFP reporter 
saw a 100-strong group of 
youths, stripped to the waist 
and sodden from a torrential 
downpour, running rhyth- 
mically along a road, some 
brandishing machetes. 

Refugees watching the dis- 
play identified them simply as 
“the soldiers.” 

The ousted Hutu regime’s 
hardline Interahamwe mili- 
tias formed similar groups 
when they unleashed their 
terror after Hutu President 
Juvenal Habyarimana died in 
a presumed rocket attack on 
his plane on April 6. 

Up to one million people, 
mostly members of the Tutsi 

minority, wens killed before 
the militias fled in July to 

Zaire along with hundreds of 
thousands of civilians and 
30,000 to 40,000 Hutu troops, 
who collapsed before the 

victorious Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) army that now governs 
the country. 

UNHCR field officer for 
Karale camp, Jesper Jensen, 


not personally witnessed 
military training in the camp, 
there were enough “signals” 
— including the sighting of 
firearms and hand grenades 
at Katale Wednesday — to 
take seriously grapevine re- 
ports that it was occurring. 

“It seems efforts are being 
made, to organise a mood for 
an attack," he said. 

There were also concerns, 
he added, that powerful poli- 
tical figures from the ousted 
Hutu regime had taken con- 
trol of the Social Commis- 
sions established to regulate 
life and, and more signifi- 
cantly. organise security in 
the camps. 

At Katale. the former pre- 
fect of Rwanda's greater 
Kigali region. Francois 
Karera, currently holds the 
powerful position of Social 
Commission head. 

Mr. Karare was named by 
human rights group Africa 

Rights as having gone on 
radio in the Rwandan capital 
Kigali after Mr. Habyarima- 
na’s death to urge Hutus to 
kill Tutsis. 

He is also reported to have 
said in July that the genocide 
in Rwanda was "a necessary 
act of war.” 

Mr. Karare has denied 
both claims. 

“On the surface everything 


Mr. Jensen said. “But it is as 
if someone has spilt petrol on 
the ground. It just takes one 
idiot to throw a burning 
cigarette.” 

Kibumba field officer Guy 
Avognon acknowledged to 
AFP that there was more 
going on within the hundreds 
of refugee huts covered with 
plastic sheeting and scattered 
across the area’s lush volcanic 
plains than camp officials 
would like. 

“Security has become our 
main worry,” he said. “Poli- 
tical movements are taking 
over. People are attending 
-more and more meetings. 
They say they are ■cultural 
gatherings' but of course they 
are political meetings." 

He said former Prime 
Minister Kambanda had been 
seen in Kibumba Thursday, 
“creating a stir” among the 
population. 

“But there is little we can 
do,” Mr. Avognon said. “We 
can tell him that he is forbid- 
den to be involved in politics 
in the camp, but that is about 
all." 

Meanwhile, Rwandan 
Prime Minister Faustin Twa- 
giramungu wsmed in an in- 
terview Friday that delays in 

foreign aid and in setting up 
the U.N. war crimes tribunal 
could lead to more violence 
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32 die as 

SEOUL (R| — At least 32 
people were killed and 17 
injured Friday when a bridge 
in central Seoul collapsed 
into the Han River during the 
morning rush hour. South 
Korean police said. 

Horrified commuters 
watched as a central span of 
the four-lane Songsu Bridge 
plunged into the river, taking 
with it cars, vans and a full- 
loaded bus. 

Witnesses said there was 
no warning before a 4S-metre 
(157-foot) central section of 
the steel -gird e red bridge 

sheared cleanly from the 
main structure and fell into 
the Han. 

“I don’t want to think of 
this nightmare again. How 
could a bridge which millions 
of citizens use every day col- 
lapse so easily,” said 3S^year- 
old schoolteacher Kim Min- 
Ja. 

Ms. Kim, who teaches at 
an elementary school, was 
plucked to safety by rescue 
boats after the car m which 
she was travelling careered 
headlong into the" void. She 
said she managed to wrestle 
her way out of the car and 
swim to safety. 

President Kim Young-Sam 
demanded a thorough inves- 
tigation and heavy punish- 
ment for those responsible. 
He called an emergency 
cabinet meeting after which 
the government released a 
statement expressing its deep 
regret and shock. 

A presidential spokesman 
said Prime Minister Lee 
Yung-Dug had offered to res- 
ign over the collapse by Mr. 
Kim turned the offer down. 
But the resignation of 
I Seoul city Mayor Lee Won- 
Jong was accepted, the pres- 
idential spokesman said. 

The cabinet meeting de- 
cided to award four million 
won (55,000) to each of the 
victims and more compensa- 
tion may be given later. 

The meeting further de- 
cided to make urgent checks 
on bridges all over South- 
Korea. 

Among the victims in the 
bus were nine girls from a city 
high school who were head- 
ing for school at the time. 

“I saw a bus plunge head- 
long into the river after a 
section of the bridge in front ■ 
of me collapsed,” said com- 


Seoul bridge collapses 



several vehicles which plunged off Songsu said as man^ as 10 vehicles plunged off the 
Bridge wheD a 50-metre section of the bridge broken section (AFP photo) 


muter Hong Byung-Tae, who 
managed to stop his car short 
of the yawning gap. 

A flotilla of small boats 
scoured the river but rescues 
were hampered by rain, 
swirling tides and chaotic 
traffic. On the wreckage of 
the collapsed span, rescue 
workers lined up bodies to be 
ferried to city mortuaries. 

The battered section rested 
on the riverbed with ihe road 
surface visible above the. wa- 
ter level. The badly-mangled 
city bus. a van "and- two cars 
rested on it, with no sign of 
life from occupants. 


One witness said he 
thought at least 10 more vehi- 
cles had plunged into the 
Han, which is six to 10 metres 
(20 to 30 feet) deep at that 
point. 

“I saw air bubbles coming 
up from 10 locations which 
seem to be from cars under- 
water,” he said. 

The Songsu Bridge, 
opened 15 years ago. is one 
of 17 across the Han normally 
packed with • traffic 

City officials .said repairs 
had been scheduled on the 
bridge Thursday evening but 
had been postponed owing to 


bad weather. The central 
span was not slated for re- 
pair, they added. 

The Songsu was built by 
one of South Korea’s biggest 
construction firms, Dong Ah 
Construction Industrial" Co. 
Dog Ah shares plummeted to 
their daily lower limit on the 
Seoul Bourse in morning 
trade. 

A Dong Ah official said 
the bridge had been designed 
for vehicles no heavier "than 
33 tonnes. But the bridge, 
one of the city’s busiest, now 
allowed loads of more than 
43 tonnes. 
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Bigger Than A Mall. 

In an age r.f djzzki? vjnen . you could spend ' our entire exigence shopping. 
Unless \'.iu re uMrii; our Shop the World Direct" catalogs. Beam*. 

Smaller Than A Hall. 

... all the malls of the world have thousands of square meters 
to shelve their products. “Shop die World Direct" onh uses 
few square centimeter*. Thjt way. instead of having your 
feel run endlessly, sit comfortably in our shown H im and luve 
your eyes brow >e through a few pages. Exclusive and w iih 
an immense variety or choice*, our up-ole <.aiak»g> contain 
everything you always wanted and more things you didn’t 
know existed. 

Faster Than ASS. 

And last but not least, shopping through our analogs pr> n ides 
you with an undeniable edge. That edge is called ARAMEX. In 
less time than you think, whatever you choose will be at 
doorstep. In the end. it comes duw n to this: one flip of ; 
page is the only distance you need to enjoy worldwide 
shopping. 
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House has job to do 

THERE IS little doubt that on top of the 
agenda of Parliament when it reconvenes 
today will be the draft peace accord 
between Jordan and Israel. Many parlia- 
mentarians of all persuasions would 
probably search and find some loopholes 
or omissions of one kind or another. 
There will be outcries on the leasing 
arrangements whereby some Jordanian 
territory occupied since 1967 would re- 
vert to Jordanian sovereignty but remain 
in Israeli hands for a definite period of 
time. Others would question the wisdom 
of leaving many outstanding issues hang- 
ing up in the air and subject of future 
agreements. In actual terms, some of us 
would tend to be rather academic in 
discussing the draft agreement instead of 
dealing with it within the context of 
realism that surrounded the negotiating 
process over the past few years. The best 
course of action for Parliament or any 
parliamentary committee charged with 
the task of examining the treaty and 
reporting on it to the plenary is to keep in 
focus certain parameters in min d and see 
if they are reasonably taken care of in the 
text. Did Jordan for example regain 
sovereignty rights over all its territory? 
Did it acquire water rights that were 
denied it ever since the Arab-Israeli 
conflict erupted more than four decades 
ago? Have this country’s economic, poli- 
tical and security needs been addressed to 
the satisfaction of the country’s overall 
national interests? These and s imil ar 
principles and guidelines should set the 
standards for passing judgements on the 
peace treaty. Meanwhile, we must also 
keep in mind that in any negotiating, 
process there is always room for give and 
take. This is in essence the art and spirit 
of negotiations between any parties. 
There is no way that any party may 
negotiate and attain all its objectives. The 
main point here is whether the country 
has sacrificed any basic sovereignty 
rights to the other side. 

This does not appear to be the case and 
that is why we stand in support of the 
peace treaty that the Jordanian lead- 
ership has successfully negotiated and the 
Cabinet approved. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

NOW THAT Jordan has reached a peace treaty with 
Israel, it is incumbent on the people to make the treaty 
succeed and make peace work as they had succeeded in 
maintaining their steadfastness throughout the past years of 
confrontation, said A1 Ra'i daily. To ensure success of 
peace, said the paper, certain principled stands have to be 
respected and national unity has to be strengthened by all 
means. The paper said that the peace treaty does not mean 
turning our back to the Arab and Islamic nations but rather 
bolstering ties at all levels to ensure support for our drive 
towards a lasting peace and stability in the region. 
Furthermore, democracy and pluralism are to be enhanced 
in social and political life because they constitute pillars for 
sustainable security and tranquility at the domestic and 
external fronts alike, added the daily. Jordan said the 
paper, is in need of support from the members of the 
Jordanian family and from the Arab and Islamic World 
around it so that it can deal with the challenges of peace as 
it did with the challenges inherent in the past confrontation 
with Israel. It said by signing the peace treaty Jordan and 
the Jordanian people are proving to the world they are 
oriented towards peace and ending all forms of hostility in 
this troubled region of the world. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily bitterly criticised the 
official Jordanian information services for delay in releas- 
ing the official text of the peace treaty with Israel, leaving 
the local media totally dependent on the Israeli press for 
the informal text published in Israel. Tareq Masarweh said 
that it is sad to see this happening at a time when nothing is 
kept secret from the Israeli media, and the Jordanian 
media remain reliant on foreign services for its information 
for the benefit of the local readers. Even Syrian President 
Hafez Assad had to rely on the text published in the Israeli 
and the foreign press, which provided incorrect informa- 
tion about Jordan leasing some of its lands to Israeli 
fanners as provided for in the published text of the treaty. 
Hence is Mr. Assad's criticism of die deal, said Masarweh. 
He said that such practice has throughout the past decades 
caused damage to Jordan’s political stand and is continuing 
to do so. thanks to the unexplained and mysterious position 
of the Jordanian officials who try to keep things from the 
Jordanian public. 
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Jordanian Perspective 7 

Shortsighted vision and ill-founded criticism 


THE SPATE of violence Thai hit the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians last week should not be a dissuading factor for Jordan 
to get ahead in its plans to consolidate the peace treaty that 
it has reached with Israel. 

The expected signing on Wednesday of the treaty in the 
south, the address of U.S. President Bill Clinton to the 
Jordanian Parliament and the King's possible presence in 
the Knesset when Mr. Clinton addresses the Israeli 
legislature are all major buDding blocks towards security 
and stability for the region and a new life for all its people. 

Of course we hear voices of fear that Jordan is going too 
fast in its moves, leaving some people bewildered as to why 
the haste. 

I think seeing haste in the Jordanian-Israeli track of 
negotiations is ill-founded. After all. the two countries 
signed an agenda for peace in September 1993 — after the 
Palestinians signed their own accord reached without 
coordination with Jordan — then the Kingdom and Israel 
sat down to negotiate seriously and reached solutions to the 
various border and water disputes between them, and then 
announced the peace treaty. 

A closer look at the whole series of events since the 
peace process was launched in Madrid shows that Jordan 
has left little room for anyone to blame it. If anything, the 
Kingdom was the aggrieved party. 

First, the Palestinians went ahead and negotiated their 
own peace deal with the Israelis. The deal may or may not 
be the right one for the Palestinians, but then the decision 
to accept it was not taken by Jordan but by the same 
leadership that is acknowledged worldwide as the sole, 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. There- 
fore Jordan should not be held answerable, directly or 
indirectly or by any stretch of imagination, for the 
discontent that is among the Palestinians over the Oslo 
accord reached between Israel and the Palestinian people. 

Second, regardless of the fact that it was not consulted in 
the Oslo negotiations or the final shape of the autonomy 
agreement. Jordan respected its commitment to upholding 


the PLO as the sole. legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people and rallied itself behind the PLO's 
decision. 

Third, despite Jordan's repeated calls and renewed 
efforts to reknit the fabric of Arab coordination, Arab 
coherence in the peace process disappeared- If anything, 
Jordan’s endorsement of the Israel-PLO autonomy deal 
was the main factor behind the Syrian and Lebanese 
criticism of the Kingdom’s moves for peace with Israel. 

Ironically, the Syrians and Lebanese also appeared to 
have thought that Jordan and the PLO were plotting 
behind their backs and the Israel-PLO autonomy accord 
and the Jordan-Israel agenda were the products of those 
plots. And this partially explains the torrent of attacks 
levelled against Jordan and the PLO from Damascus and 
Beirut. 

Those who lament about the lack of Arab coordination 
should not forget that it was not Jordan which abandoned 
the concept of a coordinated Arab stand in the peace 
process- For all practical and technical purposes, the PLO 
represented the Palestinians in the peace talks and exer- 
cised its options. Again, the consequences — bad or good 
— of the option it found as suitable are a matter that should 
be dealt with by the Palestinians themselves. 

Despite its own concerns over the fallout of the Oslo 
accords, Jordan stood by the PLO. repeatedly calling for 
coordinated moves so that the negative impact, if any, of 
the agreement could be dealt with in a coherent manner. 
No. the PLO was not ready for it. If anything, it went 
ahead and arrived at different agreements with Israel which 
may or may not bear good news for Jordan, which, 
however, continued to call for joint moves. 

The controversy over Jerusalem and the PLO's on-the- 
record request to the United Nations that the Israel-Jordan 
treaty be amended to bring about a change in the reference 
to the Holy City are the direct results of non-coordination 
between Jordan and the PLO leadership. But then, Jordan 
should not be blamed for it. Had there been strong 
coordination, then it would have been more than dear to 


the PLO that the Kingdom’s role in Arab East Jer usalem is 
strictly religious and that Jordan does not covet Pab>«ci«M_ 
land, induding Jerusalem. So much for the e 
standing and brotherly relations that we be ar Pi 
talk about whenever they are in Jordan. 

It makes little sense to argue that Jordan sbocWn« have 
supported the autonomy agreement. Had the Kingdom 
done so, as Syria and Lebanon did. it would have meant the 
loss of credibility for the PLO. throwing the whole peace 


Now. after it worked out its own peace t reaty with Israel, 
we are bearing ail kinds of crindsm. The crit ics a ppear to 
overlook one simple factor: "With the PLO a cting for the 
Palestinians and reached its own agreement with Israel, 
there was little reason for Jordan to hold itself back. And it 
managed to secure its territorial and water rights from 
Israel and announced a peace treaty. 

The comments of Syrian President Hafez Al Assad in 
Cairo last week was very telling. The Syrian leader 
appeared to have steered clear of an overall rejection of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty and chose to criticise the specific 
parts of the document where the Kingdom and the Jewish 
state agreed to leasing parts of the land. 

Obviously. President Assad is apprehensive that the 
Israelis would cite ihe leasing accord with Jordan in then- 
negotiations over Syria’s Golan Heights mid the Israeli 
stand would be supported by th U.S. , whom Damascus sees 
as the only power capable for pressuring Israel into 
accepting compromises. 

As such, the Syrian leader should be given grudging 
admiration for his tactical acceptance of the Jordan-Israel 
treaty. Indeed. Syria has the right to raise concern over 
parts of the Jordan- Israeli treaty which it might interpret as 
a possible leeway for Israel to pressure Damascus, and we 
have little to say about it except that it should rise above 
the menial technicalities to a level that accepts the 
requirements of the day in the changing inter n a t i on al and 
regional scene. 
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Iraq crisis proves stability 
continues to elude the Gulf 

crisis, a time limit has at last 


By G. H. Jansen 

WHO IS the winner in the 
latest round of the drawn- 
out U.S. -Iraq confronta- 
tion? This question is valid 
even if round two is not 
entirely over, because both 
sides claimed victory after 
round one. 

But the mere fact that 
there is round two proves 
that round one was, from 
the U.S. point of view, a 
military success but politi- 
cally was indubitably a fai- 
lure. Hence all the talk ab- 
out ‘finishing the job” this 
tune, that is knocking out 
President Saddam Hussein. 

The old children’s rhyme 
would seem to be true of 
both sides: 

“The king of France he 
had 10,000 men “he mar- 
ched them up the hill then 
marched them down 
again." 

Of the two leaders in the 
current dispute, U.S. Presi- 
dent BQl Clinton appears 
the more foolish because 
while the king of France 
marched only 10,000 men 
up and down the hill and 
Saddam Hussein moved 
only two divisions of Re- 
publican Guards around in 
southern Iraq, Mr. Clinton 
dispatched hundreds of 
planes, tens of thousands of 
soldiers and many naval 
vessels, including two air- 
craft carriers to the other 
side of the world from 
where they will return with- 
out firing, or even hearing, 
a shot fired in anger. If he is 
not to appear a foolish king 
of France, Mr. Clinton will 
have to make use of his 
forces against Iraq on one 
pretext or another. 

The score chart of a re- 
feree of round two would 
mark the plus and min us 
points of Iraq and the U-S. 
(plus Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait) as follows: It has 
been displayed once again 
that at the first sign of real 
trouble, Saudi Arabia and 


Kuwait feel the need to go 
running to Uncle Sam for 
protection. The billions of 
dollars the Gulf countries 
have spent on aims have 
not bought them strength 
and security and, furth- 
ermore, will actually 
weaken their regimes politi- 
cally because of the inabil- 
ity of these countries to rely 
on their defensive abilities 
will widen the gap between 
the regimes and their 
opposition critics who re- 
sent dependence on the 
West. 

This is not necessarily a 
failure of U.S. policy in the 
Gulf because it was never 
an objective of U.S., or 
earlier of U.K., policy to 
make the Gulf states strong 
and self-reliant, which from 
the point of view of the 
U.S. and the U.K. would 
have been self-defeating. 

But the balance of advan- 
tage and of bargaining pow- 
er between the Gulf buyers 
and the U.S. seller has 
shifted most significantly. 
The cost of waging a war 
halfway round the world is 
so enormous that after 
“Desert Stonn” the U.S. 
was obliged to ask the Gulf 
countries to pay most of the 
bill — $50 billion for Saudi 
Arabia, which it still has not 
finished paying. In the past 
week, the mam subject of 
discussion between U.S. 
officials, like Defence 
Secretary William Perry, 
and the Gulf officials has 
been the matter of pay- 
ment. 

But the Saudis and 
Kuwaitis are also making 
the discovery that military 
cooperation with the U.S. 
could end in bankruptcy 
even for these richest of the 
oil rich states. 

The time will soon come, 
perhaps has already come, 
when the iron rule that “he 
who pays the piper calls the 
tune’ 1 ' will prevail and the 
Arab paymasters insist on 
the U.S. destroying the Ira- 


i regime, which is what 
jcy have paid their Amer- 
ican allies to do. 

In short, it is becoming 
clear that the U.S. needs 
the Gulf just as much as the 
Gulf needs the U.S. be- 
cause it is Arab arms con- 
tracts that keep the U.S. 
arms industry afloat. 

Among several plus 
points for Iraq in the 
second round is the clear 
fact that this time there was 
no “Arab cover" for the 
coalition. In fact, there was 
no coalition at all as there 
was last time. There was 
even talk from Turkey that 
its southern airfield may not 
-be made available to die 
U.S., which is a serious 
business because Turkey is 
a NATO ally. 

Deep fissures have 
appeared in the West Euro- 
pean-U.S. alliance over 
Iraq because France openly 
and the U.K. covertly were 
not prepared, or very reluc- 
tant, to go along with a 
U.S. proposal for a punitive 
action against Iraq. This 
first open revolt by Europe 
against U.S. leadership sets 
a new geo-political pattern 
in world amirs. 

If France and the U.S. 
are snapping at each other 
and maligning each other's 
motives, Russia and the 
U.S. are openly at odds 
because of round two. In- 
deed so opposed is the U.S. 
to Russian “interference” 
that it was not prepared to 
let the Security Council 
wait for a mere 18 hours to 
give the Russian Foreign 
Minister a chance to 
address the Council before 
it voted on a resolution. 

For Iraq, indeed for any 
self-respecting Third World 
country, . this preliminary 
return of Russia to its great 
power role as a player on 
the world stage, and to the 
days of the cold war, can 
only be welcome. 

Thanks to the terms of a 
Russian declaration on the 


been mentioned for the lift- 
ing of sanctions — six 
months. Thanks to the Iraqi 
troop movements this issue 
of U.N. sanctions is once 
more on the world’s agen- 
da. That the sanctions are a 
cause of conflict is now ob- 
vious. 

The appearance of the 
“bedouin,” the expelled 
former residents of Kuwait, 
who are still encamped on 
the border of the emirates, 
serves to remind the world 
of how heartless and selfish 
Kuwait’s policy can be. 

The major plus point for 
the U.S. in the second 
round is that it achieved its 
major goal: The massive 
American build-up per- 
suaded or frighened Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein into 
cancelling out his recent 
build-up near Kuwait in a 
humiliating withdrawal of 
two Republican Guard divi- 
sions. 

Also, Iraq declared itself 
ready to recognise Kuwait’s 
sovereignty, which is a ma- 
jor concession because the 
move would be very un- 
popular in Iraq. 

Further, the U.S. has 
shown that it is a reliable 
friend that is able to pro- 
vide swift protection to its 
allies even on the other side 
of the worid. 

The value of preposition- 
ing war material in the area 
has been proven. Also, the 
U.S. has achieved a long- 
held military objective: A 
permanent military pre- 
sence in the Gulf area. 

This review of the re- 
feree’s point card shows 
that in the second round 
Iraq is, so far, ahead on 
points. Therefore the 
answer to the initial ques- 
tion is, "yes," for Iraq. To 
retain that lead all that 
President Saddam Hussein 
has to do now is to keep his 
head down, and not make 
any mistakes. 


Violence should not 
slow the peace process 

Reviewed by Elia Nasraflah 


THE ATTACK on the bus 
in Tel Aviv reminds the 
world of the attack on the 
Muslim worshippers inside 
the A1 Ibrahimi Mosque 
last February, when scores 
of innocent civilians were 
killed, said A1 Ra’i daily, 
both incidents were bloody 
and need not have hap- 


scttlmcm through peaceful 


Editorial in Al Dust our, 
AI Ra’i and Sawt Al Shaab 
dailies all lauded the Jorda- 
nian and describing the 
peace treaty as just and fair 
and guaranteeing the res- 
toration of ail Jordanian 
rights. The peace treaty for 


pened had the occupation. ; the first Time reflects 
not been there, ir said. - Israel s decision to define 
Israeli government’s resorts*,? its borders with the King- 
to threats against the Arabs dom, a step which could 


plus the collective punish- 
ment against the popula- 
tion can only increase the 
hatred between the two 
sides and could lead to 
counter acts of vengeance 
from extremists in Israel 
and on the Palestinian side, 
warned the daily, the right 
to resist occupation is 
legitimate though Jordan 
condemn all acts of terror- 
ism against the civilians, 
said the paper. 

Taher Adwan, a col- 
umnist Al Dustour, said 
that by dosing the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
Israel is not taking revenge 
for the death of the 22 
Israelis in the Tel Aviv bus 
blast against a certain 
group or organisation but 
rather against a whole peo- 
ple. 

The cycle of violence, 
said the writer, will con- 
tinue as long as Israel occu- 
pies Arab lands. Ending 
occupation, she said, is the 
right way of ending the 
killing of innocent people 
on both sides. The Israelis, 
said the writer, should face 
the facts and should comply 
with the requirements of 
genuine peace. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra’i. said that 
the continued occupation is 
bound to breed more vio- 
lence and lead to further 
bloodshed. The continued 
detention of thousands of 
Palestinians, obstruction of 
Palestinians moves to en- 
hance self-rule and hold 
free elections, continued 
acts of repression against 
the Palestinian people and 
other arbitrary actions, said 
the writer, can only lead to 
further violence and furth- 
er sufferings. He said Israel 
is duty bound to create the 
right climate for peace in 
theory and practice. 

Samih Maayata, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that Hamas, which has 
been carrying out attacks 
on Israeli targets, realises 
that it alone is shouldering 
the task of resisting occupa- 
tion. Hamas represents the 
burning flame of hope and 
the genuine resistance at a 
time when Arab countries 
are accepting capitulation 
to Zionists and succumbing 
to hegemony, said the wri- 
ter. Having accepted to 
play this role, said the wri- 
ter, Hamas is bound to 
pursue its resistance activ- 
ity and offer further sacri- 
fices for the sake of libera- 
tion despite the current 
efforts on the part of the 
Arab countries and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to attain a 


have never been taken in 
dimare of hostilities and 
conflict, said the papers. 
They said that the over- 
whelming support from 
foreign nations should give 
Jordan further impetus to 
pursue its efforts to reach a 
final peace ensuring all par- 
ties rights. 

Mohammad Subeihi, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
said that the peace treaty- 
should be at the centre of 
seminars, panel discussions 
and other meetings at all 
levels and members of the 
public ought to have the 
right to air their views in 
support of or opposition to 
the peace treaty. The wri- 
ter said that only through 
dialogue and through dis- 
cussions of advantages and 
disadvantages of the deal 
can citizens by continued of 
its viability. 

Saleh Qallab, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that the Americans were 
instrumental in speeding up 
the initialling of the peace 
treaty so as to improve the 
Clinton administration's 
image at home where con- 
gressional elections are 
soon to be held. The writer 
said the Israeli govern- 
ment, which has been fac- 
ing growihg dissatisfaction 
from the Israeli society 
over its policies and the 
death of the kidnapped 
Israeli soldier, wanted to 
present the Israelis with a 
success that would help 
them forget their other 
worries. 

Hamadeh Faraanefa, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
welcomed visits to Jordan 
by delegations representing 
the Israeli Arabs and said 
that the visits reflect the 
interrelated national in- 
terests and their affiliation 
to the Arab Nation. The 
writer said that the visits 
and the meetings with 
Jordanian officials reflect 
the deep desire of more 
ttan 800,000 Palestinians 
Christians and Muslim liv- 
ing in Israel, to remain 
bound to their kinsmen, 
culturally and socially. 

Taher Adwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, criti- 
uised the Muslim Brother- 
hood in Jordna and Egypt 
for attacking the Iraqi 
5°°P movmenet near the 
Kuwaiti border. The Islam- 
ISIS have attacked the Iraqi 
leadership for its moves as 
“Hfing danger to the Gulf, 
said the writer, who asked 
whether the Islamists con- 
sider the presence of U.S. 
Knees in Kuwait as a most 
to ensure safety for the 
emirate. 


atures 


Israel to quit Jordan’s land in 3 months 
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anybody for lack of coordina- 
tion, and recalled Jordan’s 
keen interest and resolve to 
extend its hands for coopera- 
tion and coordination with 
those who wish to do so. 

Prince Hassan said the 
latest Jordanian move was 
not directed against anybody 
nor did it target any Arab 
party 

“The Jordanian move is 
based on firm principles, in- 
volving Jordanian territory 
without prejudice to the terri- 
tories occupied in 1967, since 
we are bound by virtue of the 
international laws and consci- 
ence to always be reminded 
of the territories occupied in 
1967. This legal position con- 
stitutes a legal cornerstone 
which should not be 
ignored,” Prince Hassan 
said. 

The Crown Prince said the 
major elements, such as wa- 
ter and territory and a pack- 
age of major and sub-titles, in 
addition to security, formed 
the basis for the Jordanian 
move to develop the peace 
treaty. He said Jordan has 
been able through the nego- 
tiations process to ensure its 
share of water from the Yar- 
mouk River. However, the 
Jordanian negotiator had to 
stress die fact that Jordan is 
part of the Arab Nation, and 
that it is bound by the Arab 
League and Organisation of 
Islamic Conference agree- 
ments and that it does in no 


way accept to detach itself or 
be detached from the econo- 
mic and social body. 

He added that Jordan re- 
serves the full right to defend 
itself against any external 
aggression or internal sabot- 
age. 

“Three years after the 
negotiations started, we felt a 
serious desire by the second 
party to the negotiations to 
make progress. We 
announced publicly that we 
should not miss the oppor- 
tune chance to restore our 
rights.** 

“We contacted, coordin- 
ated and clarified our posi- 
tion with the concerned Arab 
capitals and expected their 
feedback, particularly our 
Palestinian brothers, from 
whom we are still expecting 
the minimum commitment to 
the agreements signed by 
them so that we can give life 
to the Arab and Jordanian 
lung east of the River Jor- 
dan.” 

The Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty. Prince Hassan 
said, is different from the 
Oslo and Camp David agree- 
ments in that it was not bro- 
kered by any party, nor was it 
imposed by anybody. 

Prince Hassan said he 
found out during his meeting 
with United Nations Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali in 
New York that there was an 
international move to set up a 
development fund for Gaza 


Strip similar to the one estab- 
lished to develop Sarajevo. 
The transfer of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to Gaza 
reflects the unique status of 
Gaza, the Crown Prince said. 
He stressed the need for 
addressing the humanitarian 
dimensions of the problem of 
the refugees and displaced 
persons who were forced to 
leave their country in 1948, 
1967 and 1991. 

Prince Hassan called for 
setti ng up a regional bank for 
reconstruction in this region, 
saying that the World Bank 
deals with a specific group of 
limited-income earners, co- 
vered by the economic re- 
form programme. 

“What we are after is in 
fact private and public invest- 
ment at both the regional and 
international levels at one 
time, and there are no such 
institutions dealing with this 
dimension," Prince Hassan 
said. 

On the issue of the Palesti- 
nian refugees. Prince Hassan 
said it will be discussed in 
1996. In our apparent refer- 
ence to the trade agreements 
envisaged by the treaty. 
Prince Hassan said Jordan is 
not the first country to do so. 
The Gulf Arab countries, 
Tunisia and Morocco have 
lifted the boycott on Israel 
before Jordan. The volume 
of trade between the Gulf 
Arab countries and Israel is 
$500 million, he said. 


Parliament opens new session today 


(Continued 
wards withdrawing. 

Mr. Mansour said the 16- 
member IAF bloc will exer- 
cise all* its constitutional 
rights to block the peace trea- 
ty, including proposing a vote 
of no confidence in the gov- 
ernment 

As a political parry, the 
IAF will call for tolerating 
opposing points view, said 
Dr. Farhan. “We have shown 
that we have done that, we 
caU on others to do the 
same,” he said. 

As Dr. Faihan said the 
fight against peace with Israel 
.wiM focus, on revitalising the 
Arab-Islamic renaissance 
project, Dr. Sa’id empha- 
sised the IAF will also work 
to resist any changes in leg- 
islation that will make it illeg- 
al for Jordanians to speak 
about Arab rights in Pales- 
tine and the “enmity with the 
Jewish enemy.” 

But while leaving all their 
options open as to how they 
will direct their “battle" 
against peace with Israel, all 
the Islamist leaders agreed 
that they will not join the 
government. 

“The government will be 
the instrument that will im- 
plement the peace treaty with 
Israel. We will resist it,” said 
Dr. Sa'id. 

The Islamists also 
appeared reconciled to their 
inability to control the speak- 
ership of the House as a 
means of fighting the peace 
treaty, withdrawing the can- 
didacy of Dr. Akaileh and 
indicating they will put their 
weight behind independent 
Islamist Deputy Abdul Raz- 
zaq Tnbeishat. 

The IAF will support Dr. 
Tnbeishat even though be 
supports the peace process 
because be is closer to a 
“number of objectives” they 
said they have. 

Influential Deputy Abdul 
Kareem Kabariti said there 
‘'might not be a chance for 
die Islamists to influence the 


shape of the current era but 
they will have a chance in the 
future in protecting the 
Jordanian model and articu- 
lating the nature of the future 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions.” 

All indications are at this 
point that the Islamists will 
not be able to carry the candi- 
date they favour to the speak- 
ership of the House with 
many parliamentary sources 
saying that independent de- 
puty Sa’d Hayel Srour re- 
mains the favourite to win the 
race. 

Mr. Srour, the candidate of 
the 12-member National 
Democratic Coalition, is 
counting on the support of 
the 10-member National Bloc 
and the National Action 
Front which have over 20 
members, parliamentary 
sources said. They said Mr. 
Srour. a former minister from 
the Northern Bedouin dis- 
trict, can also count on the 
backing of a number of inde- 
pendent deputies. 

Dr. Tubeishat is expecting 
the support of the IAF, and a 
group of 13 independent de- 
puties and other lawmakers 
who supported the candidacy 
of incumbent Taber Al 'Masri 
before he announced his 
withdrawal from the race. 

At least two sources said 
Mr. Srour already has more 
than the 41 votes he needs to 
win in the first round of 
balloting. 

Responding to the possibil- 
ity of having U.S- President 
Bill Clinton address Parlia- 
ment, the Islamic leaders all 
said Mr. Clinton “is not wel- 
come in Jordan,” but stressed 
that they have not yet 
reached a decision on how to 
express their position. 

President “Clinton is the 
enemy of the Arab and Mus- 
lim nation,” said Mr. Man- 
sour. “I will not be honoured 
to sit with him in the same 
room.” 

Dr. Sa'id also confirmed 


Anani explains treaty 
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that the IAF has not yet 
decided whether to bopycott 
the session in which Mr. Clin- 
ton could address Parlia- * 
ment, but sai dbe and other 
members of the IAF will not 
attend even if the front de- 
rides not to boycott. 

Dr. Sa’id also confirmed 
that the IAF has not yet 
derided whether to boycott 
the session in which Mr. Clin- 
ton could addresses Parlia- 
ment, but said he and other 
members of the IAF will not 
attend even if the front de- 
cides not to boycott. 

Dr. Sa’id said he consi- 
dered the visit of Mr. Clinton 
to Jordan “a provocation 
against the people.” Dr. 
Farhan, who is considered to . 
be among the most moderate 
Islamists, reiterated his col- 
leagues’ position that Mr. 
Clinton “is not welcome in 
Jordan.” 

“We reserve the right to 
choose our method of ex- 
pressing our rejection of Mr. 
Ointcm’s entry to the House. 
We will either boycott the 
session or make Mr. Ginton 
know how we feel about 
him,” said Mr. Mansour. 

In addition to the peace 
process, the second session of 
the House will address a 
number of draft legislations. 
In the first session, the House 
approved 30 draft laws which 
included the sales tax law, the 
municipalities law and the 
tenancy law 

U.S..U.K. 

warn Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 

“Not only the neighbour- 
ing countries, but the whole 
world community should be 
vigilant and alert to check die 
aggressive spirit (of Saddam) 
until the Iraqi people says its 
word,” King Fahd said. 

“Every right-minded per- 
son knows that the course of 
action taken by the Iraqi reg- 
ime is a menace. . . even to the 
Iraqi people themselves,” the 
71-year-old monarch said. 

King Fahd rarely grants 
interviews, and his statement 
to the Arabic daily suggesting 
President Saddam's ouster 
was a contrast to the quiet 
diplomacy the kingdom 
! usually employs in defining 
its foreign policy. 

Russia is doing everything 
it can to help lift the U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq, the 
new Russian ambassador to 
Iraq said Friday. 

Nicolai Kartozof told a 
television station run by Pres- 
ident Saddam's son Uday 
that “the Russian people 
shares the suffering of the 
Iraqi people.” 

“Russia will do everything 
in its power, within the limits 
of its possibilities and in the 
U.N. Security Council, to lift 
the embargo." the ambassa- 
dor told Youth TV. 

Mr- Kartozof. who last 
week became the first Rus- 
sian ambassador to be posted 

to Baghdad since the 1991 
Gulf conflict, said his instruc- 
tions were to “make every 
possible effort to develop re- 
lations between Iraq and 
Russia.” 

Russian Foreign _ Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev claimed cre- 
dit Thursday for averting a 
new war, after returning to 

Moscow from visits to Bagh- 
dad and the United Nations. 


By James Goldsmith 
Reoter 

BONN — Helmut Kohl, 
who was od Sunday beaded 
for his fourth successive 
term as German chancellor, 
is one of the world's great 
political survivors. 

' As chancellor since 1982, 
Mr. Kohl has outlived the 
. era of former contempor- 
aries Ronald Reagan and 
Margaret Thatcher. If he 
goes on tuita 1998 as promised, 
he would become Ger- 
many’s longest-serving 
chancellor this century. 

Even the leftist weekly 
Der Spiegel accorded him a 
■place in history alongside 
the founder of modem Ger- 
many, calling him "Bis- 
marck in a cardigan.” 

As if to underscore his 
staying power despite 
adversity, computer projec- 
tions showed Mr. Kohl win- 
ning Sunday's general elec- 
tion with only a tiny major- 
ity for his coalition. 

Basking in his projected 
victory, Mr. Kobl on Sun- 
day mocked journalists and 
commentators who earlier 
this year bad predicted the 
chancellor would lose. 

“They said Helmut Kohl 
and the CDU (his Christian 
Democratic Party) were on 
their way out, but now 
we’re back and it’s time to 
get down to work,” he told 
hundreds of cheering party 
faithful in Bonn. 

After overseeing German 
unification in 1990 and 
guiding the Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union 
(EU) into being in 1993, he 
says be has nothing left to 
prove but much to achieve. 

“My political ambition 
has been satisfied.” be said 
Last year. Last week he 
announced his twin aims of 
giving European Unity 
another push and helping 
Germany’s two halves grow 
together would keep him in 
office until 1998, but no 
longer. 

Early this year, as Mr. 
Kohl’s CDU trailed the 
centre-left Social Demo- 
crats (SPD) in surveys and 
Germany was stuck in re- 
cession, that would have 
seemed wishful thinking. 

Discontent had over- 
taken his crowning achieve- 
ment of shepherding East 
and West Germany to unity 
on Oct. 3, 1990 — without 
violence and with the bles- 
sing of both the communist 


Germany’s Kohl just goes on and on 


Soviet Union and Ger- 
many’s occasionally du- 
bious Western allies. 

Two months after becom- 
ing the first chancellor of 
reunited Germany, Mr. 
Kohl war reelected with 
only 43.8 per cent, the 
worst showing for the CDU 
and its Bavarian CSU allies 
since 1949. 

Germany plunged into its 
deepest recession since 
World War II and its fi- 
nances creaked under die 
strain of rebuilding former- 
ly communist East Ger- 
many’s decrepit economy, 
prompting steep tax rises 
and exhortations to work 
harder and moan less. 

Well over a million peo- 
ple lost theiT jobs in the east 
alone as industrial produc- 
tion there fell by 70 per 
cent. 

Unification brought 
another undesired consequ- 
ence — the reemergence of 
a extreme right-wing and 
neo-Nazi fringe who began 
a wave of attacks against 
ayslum-seekers and immig- 
rants. 

Mr. Kohl’s touch seemed - 
to desert him when he in- 
censed critics by not attend- 
ing the funeral of five Tur- 
kish women and girls killed 
in a racist fire-bombing in 
the town of Solingen in May 
1993. 

Worse followed when he 
hand-picked the politically 
naive East German lawyer 
Steffen Heitmann as his 
party’s presidential candi- 
date, only to withdraw him 
later after he aroused a 
storm of protest with his 
arch-conservative views. 

Then, just as Mr. Kobl 
was starting to look like 
yesterday’s man, he 
bounced back. With elec- 
tions in the air. timely eco- 
nomic recovery filling his 
sails and the SPD stumb- 
ling, he began to exude an 
optimism that even his own 
party lacked. 

In August, Mr. Kohl 
walked on to the world 
stage where he has pushed 
to give united Germany a 
bigger role, seeing off the 
last of the Russian troops 
who had been stationed- in . 
East Germany and dosing 
one more chapter of 'Vili- 
fication. 

Ceremonies with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
reminded Germans of the 


Witchcraft, faith healers 
abound on remote 
central island 


By Robert H. Reied 

The Associated Press 

SIOUUOR, Philippines — 
It could be any doctor’s in 
any poor village: patients 
waiting silently, hoping for 
a cure. But this bearler uses 
herbs, chants and magic 
words. 

Eliseo Bulanan is one of 
about 75 faith healers on 
Siequijor, an island of 
50,000 people 640 
kilometres southeast of 
Manila. 

“It’s a gift of God,” Mr. 
Bulanan, 28, said of his 
supposed power. “I cannot 
explain it. I am simply a 
vehicle of the holy spirit.” 

For centuries, Siquijor 
has been identified with 
“kulam,” or black magic, 
with mysticism and faith 
healing. Spanish colonisers 
named the island Isla del 
Fuego (Island of Fire) be- 
cause of mysterious lights 
they saw in the jungle- 
covered mountains. 

Siquijor’s reputation as a 
haven of witchcraft has 
spread so far that during the 
Islamic uprising of the 
1970s in the Philippines, 
both soldiers and Muslim 
guerrillas came to buy 
amulets to protect them 


use many techniques. Some 
treat exclusively with herbs, 
others with mystical chants. 

The "bolo-bolo” chants 
phrases from the Latin mass 
and blows through a straw 
into a water glass contain- 
ing a magic stone to draw 
out the sickness. 

Educated Siquijorans 
find the den-of-witches im- 
age embarassing. “Few 
people here believe in that 

stuff anymore," said Nico- 
laas Van Rosefaar, a dutch- 
man who married a Filipina 

and runs a small inn. “It’s 
only people outside the is- 
land that believe.” 

As Benjamin Aquino, 
the provincial governor, ex- 
plained it: “For the literate 

and those with higher 


education, they don’t be- 
lieve in magic. But the 
illiterate do. There are peo- 
ple from other provinces 
who come here for magic.” 

Mr. Aquino, ever in 
search of revenue, envi- 
sions building an occult- 
tourism trade on the is- 
land's unique reputation. 
When not pursuing their 
special interest, he notes, 
the visitors could enjoy the 
white-sand beaches and 
snorkel through the rich 
coral. 

Felix Suamen, who works 
at the provincial hospital, 
said faith healers became 
popular before there were 
doctors on the island, and 
“the beliefs are passed on 
from parents to their chil- 
dren." 

Most of the magic used 
by the healers is “white 
mane.” But Mr. Aquino 
said black magic was com- 
mon many years ago — 
casting spells on a client's 
enemy, for example, to ruin 
his crops, cause illness ot 
make his business fail. 

The practice of black 
magic ceased after several 
bombings in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s that 
apparently were reprisals 
for evil spells, the governor 
said. 

One faith healer said con- 
fidentially, however, that 
he knew of half a dozen 
"magicians” who would 
cast an evil spell for 3,000 
pesos, the equivalent of ab- 
out $115- 

Like Caribbean voodoo, 
Siquijor riruals fuse ele- 
ments of conventional Ro- 
man Catholicism and beliefs 
that prevailed before Span- 
ish missionaires brought 

Christianity in the 16th cen- 
tury. 

Amulets and magic po- 
tions of herbs, bark and 
roots are prepared during 

Easter week. Magicians be- 
lieve their powers are 
greatest on the Saturday 
between Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday, because 
Christ has not yet risen 

from the dead. 
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Helmut Kohl 

warm personal relationship 
he has established with both 
men. 

Significantly, Mr. Kohl 
seemed by then to have 
won back many Eastern 
German voters who had 
long been resentful that 
soaring unemployment had 
not given way to the 
“flourishing landscapes” he 
promised them at unifica- 
tion. 

Mr. Kohl had again 
timed his move to perfec- 
tion, just as in 1990 when, 
with bis fortunes lan- 
guishing, he saw history 
suddenly pick up speed and 
determined to steer it his 


way. 

The Chancellor, who at 
1.93 metres (six feet four 
inches) and 115 kg has the 
physique to match his clout, 
had been written off moTe 
than once in his earlier 
career. 

He first ran for chancel- 
lor in 1976, narrowly losing 
to Mr. Schmidt. Then be 
had to stand aside as the 
right’s most stirring orator, 
Franz Josef Strauss, made a 
bid for the top and failed. 

Mr. Kohl finally made it 
in 1982 when the small Free 
Democratic Party (FDP) 
deserted Mr. Schmidt and 
formed a government with 
him. 


Mr. Kohl, the Roman 
Catholic son of a minor civil 
servant, was bom on April 
3, 1930 in the Rhine River 
Port of Iudwigshafen. The 
end of World War II found 
him in an army cadet 
school. 

He won a doctorate in 
history at Heidelberg Uni- 
versity and was the 
youngest member of the 
Rhineland-Palatinate State 
Assembly when he entered 
it in 1959: A decade later, 
he was the state premier 
and on his way to the top. 

He has a wife, Hanne- 
lore, and two grown-up 
sons. 


Patriotic Romanians fight 
shy of Dracula legend 


By Philippa Fletcher 
Reuter 

BRAN. Romania — Any- 
one passing through the 
Transylvanian village of 
Bran on the night of the full 
moon in Sept. 1987 would 
have been forgiven for 
thinking Dracula had re- 
turned to his legendary lair. 

Locals say an ominous 
howling came from the cas- 
tle on the hill. On the bat- 
tlements the moonlight out- 
lined 11 figures with pale 
faces, red eyes and sharp 
teeth. 

Castle guide Monika 
Puszrai. who was there that 
night, said that despite 
appearances, the 11 were 
not victims of the famous 
vampire but merely a group 
of Dracula fans from Bri- 
■tain. 

As far as she is con- 
cerned, the strangest thing 
about the event was not the 
behaviour of the partici- 
pants. who paid $165,000 to 
enact their fantasies, but 
the fact that it was not 
repeated for other Dracula 
enthusiasts. 

“There were other tours 
for foreigners but they were 
very low-key.” said Ms. 
Pusztai. 

Romania's former com- 
munist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu. who allowed 
the Britons to use Bran on 
condition their visit was 
hushed up, had good reason, 
to be cagey about the* 
legend bom 'of the 19th 
century novel by Irishman 
Bram Stoker. 

Mr. Stoker was inspired 
by the 15th century Roma- 
nian prince Vlad, who in- 
herited the name Dracula 
from his father. As Mr. 

spread, his name began to 
be linked with that of the 
vampire. 

Even now, five years af- 
ter Mr. Ceausescu was ex- 
ecuted in Romania's bloody 
revolution, there is no 
attempt to promote Dracu- 
la in the area, which badly 
needs an economic boost. 

In the reception of the 

drab hotel in the nearby 


town of Brasov, tourists can 
admire a display of locally 
produced car radiators, but 
there is no sign of the 
famous vampire. 

Many visitors to Bran, 
expecting to see the grim 
fortress described in the 
novel, are disappointed by 
the tour around 
whitewashed Bran Castle 
where guides avoid men- 
tioning Dracula. 

“There wasn’t even a tor- 
ture chamber," complained 
Sophie Shields-Brown, 
leading a group of tourists 
from Britain. 

Ms. Pusztai and her hus- 
band, Cornel Talos, who 
manages the castle, feel 
there is plenty of scope to 
develop rhe potential pre- 
sented by both the real and 
fictional 'Draculas. 

But they are aware many 
Romanians still feel uneasy 
about promoting a grue- 
some myth which came 
from abroad and could give 
their country and its history 
a bad name. 

Under Mr. Ceausescu’s 
rule the legend was conde- 
mned as “political por- 
nography” and since then 
the mixture of fact and fic- 
tion in Hollywood creations 
such as francis Ford Coppo- 
la’s “Dracula" has encour- 
aged sceptics. 

To try to overcome local 
sensitivities. Talos brought 
tourism and cultural offi- 
cials to bran to try to agree 
on the right way to promote 
the castle. 

Apart from calls to avoid 
a “Disney" approach, most 
of the speakers at the con- 
ference insisted that the his- 
torical Dracula be por- 
trayed as a hero, unlike his 
fictional namesake. 

It is a tall order. The 
mediaeval prince got his 
name because of his habit 
of impaling his enemies on 
spikes. He once nailed ihe 
turbans of visiting Turks to 
their heads because they 
had failed to doff them in 
his honour. 

“If you think the horror 
films are frightening, you 
should hear what really 
happened.” said Constantin 


“The spike was pushed 
inside the body along the j 
spine, slowly so that it did 
not damage the internal 
OTgans.” he said. “People 
lived for days.” 

In the context of the day. 
when boiling in oil. drown- 
ing, rearing apart and the 
like were commonplace and 
beheading was reserved for 
nobles, Mr. Rezachievici 
said Vlad was not cruel. 

“Vlad was a man of great 
justice, a hero of the strug- 
gle against rhe Ottoman 
empire,” he said. “It’s just 
that he never forgave mis- 
takes." 

Mr. Rezachievici and the 
other historians gathered in 
Bran said legends of Vlad's 
cruelty were invented by his 
enemies. "The one about 
how he had lunch near im- 
paled people, for example, 
because he enjoyed the 
smell.” 

After two days of debate, 
they and other delegates 
agreed that a team of offi- 
cials should be appointed to 
sort fact from fiction and 
promote the two Draculas 
in separate castle tours. 

They may find it hard to 
make the tours interesting 
without embroidering the 
truth. 

Bran got the reputation 
as Dracula’s lair at the turn 
of the century mainly be- 
cause its lowers and ram- 
parts gave it a suitably 
spooky air — the real Dra- 
cula spent little time there 
and Mr. Stoker based his 
fictional castle elsewhere. 

In any case, the officials 
seem to be a long way from 
realising their plans, stres- 
sing that before they could 
think of developing Dracula 
tourism, funds would have 
to be found for urgent re- 
pairs to the castle’s founda- 

If they do not get going 
soon, tiiey may miss their 
chance. Enterprising 
Romanians are already 
sucking healthy profits from 
the vampire legend by en- 
couraging Dracula fans to 
howl at the moon in other 
parts of the countrv. 
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AFM apathetic to initialling 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 


Mixed U.S. signals fuel dollar selling 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

"AMMAN — Jordanian in- 
vestors did not take much 
'notice of last week's initiaJI- 
'frfg of a Jordanian-Israel 
pekce treaty if only because 
.'tHey had already absorbed 
economic expectations of 
peace into their strategy at 
the Amman Financial Market 
l (AFM). brokers said Friday. 

"The brokers said this ex- 
plained the failure of the 
. market to rise to the level of 
normal expectations in terms 
of prices and turnover during 
last week despite the initiall- 
ing of the peace treaty. 

If anything, both stock 
prices and turnover declined 
during the week, the weekly 
report of the market showed. 
ji^The report said that the 
- general price index based on 
Jriie stocks of 60 major com- 
panies dosed at 144.4 points 
\op. Wednesday, the last day 
/q? trading for the week, down 
0.8 points or 0.6 per cent 
;;frpm the week's opening of 
145.2 point. 

-The weeklv turnover was 


5.2 million dinars, down 5.5 
per cent from the previous 
week’s 5.5 million, the report 
said. 

The industrial sector 
accounted for 2.6S million or 
51.4 per cent of the volume, 
followed by the services sec- 
tor with 1.41 million or 27.1 
per cent, commercial banks 
with 1.0S million or 20.7 per 
cent and insurance stock with 
40.000 dinars, or O.S per cent. 

The separate sector indices 
also showed declines. The 
industrial index closed at 
12S.39 points, down 1.5 
points or 1.2 per cent ; _the 
services stock index at 137210 
points, down 1.9 points. Or 
1.34 per cent, the insurance 
stock index at 139.95 points, 
down one point, or seven per 
cent, and the index for com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions at 15S.16 points 
or 0.14 per cent. 

The report said 2.2 million 
shares changed hands during 
the week under 3.SS8 con- 
tracts. 

Shares of 74 companies 
were trading during the 
week. When trading closed. 
IS of them showed gains, 41 


showed declines and 15 re- 
mained unchanged. 

The performance was not 
surprising, brokers said. “For 
more than a year now. inves- 
tors had taken account of the 
expectations of Jordanian- 
Israeli peace and sought to 
reflect them on the shae 
prices.” said a broker. “This 
was not limited to major in- 
stitutions. but also almost ev- 
ery individual with a portfolio 
at* the AFM." 

As such, the broker ex- 
plained. “everybody was 
aware that the signing of the 
treaty was not adding any 
new elements as far as the 
AFM was concerned. 

Furthermore, investors are 
also careful not to boost 
prices when it is unclear 
whether the government 
will go ahead with a prop- 
osal to" remove capital gains 
from exemption and from 
taxation. 

Government assurances 
that “the proposal not capital 
gains from taxes exempt 
needs to be studied closer 
have not done much to 
soothe investors, fears." said 
another broker. 


LONDON (R) — Conflicting 
U.S. signals on currency poli- 
cy gave more ammunition to 
dollar sellers Friday and deal- 
ers said the currency may 
keep plumbing new depths 
after hitting a new post-war 
low of 96.55 yen in Tokyo. 

Treasury Undersecretary 
Lawrence Summers denied 
the United States had shifted 
its dollar policy and said 
Washington was prepared to 
intervene when appropriate. 

But his comments failed to 
wipe out the damage Treas- 
ury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
had done to the dollar late 
Thursday when he said the 


U.S. had no plans to inter- 

Short-covering of earlier 
positions and widespread 
rumours of central bank in- 
tervention helped pull the 
dollar off its lows late m the 
European session. 

It was at 1.49 SO marks and 
97.30 yen at 1620 yen GMt 
compared with 1.5025 and 
97.30 late Thursday in 
Europe. It earlier fell to a 
post- World War II low of 
around 96.55 in the Far East 
and touched a new two-year 
trough of 1.4SS3 marks. 

“Everyone wants to test 


lower but no one wants to 
take the initiative and hopes 
someone else will go first,” 
said Jiro Nagaio. a senior 


A large option-related 
order to sell dollars near 
96.40 yen could trigger 
another round of sales when 
the market has thinned to 
leave only New York oper- 
ators in play, dealers said. 

“We recognise' that in 
general the dollar represents 
market fundamentals, Mr. 
Summers told CNN’s Busi- 
ness Day television program- 


me. “But there are times Bank of Japan (BOJ) has 
when intervention is been the tone central bank 

appropriate We would be trying to save the dollar. 

prepared ... to intervene.” “It makes it very difficult 
Mr. Summers said the Un- to figure out where they resp- 
ited States would prefer to !y warn the dofiar." said Staa- 

see a stronger dollar, in pan dard Chartered Bank s 
because it helps hold down JueTgen Lind etaaim . bead of 
inflation. foreign exchange at the Bnt- 


“If we start gap pine (sharp ish bank in London, 

fells) and volumes pick up, Mr- Undemann sa 


foreign exchange at the Brit- 
ish bank in London. 

Mr. Lbxfemarai said dial 


we could see (central bank) while U.S. authorities may 
intervention,’* said Paul pcbSdy say Jey would hke 
Lambert, currency economist to see the dollar mgber. they 
at UBS in London. quietiy allow it to drop. “It 

He added that market almost appears » me that is 
activity had not been dis- the case. As longstire sfide 
orderly this week as trading is gradual they amt seem to 


EU proposes doubling aid to Mediterranean states 


BRUSSELS (R) — The iishing dose ties with eastern member states, the World 
European Commission has Europe. Bank and other international 

proposed doubling aid to “It’s time to reestablish ba- aid donors and the private 
non-EU Mediterranean lance,’* Mr. Marin told a sector, 
countries to help modernise news conference. . mmo!ied , 


Essen in Decern- in industrial products be- 
tween the EU, which plans to 


tb eu ec°iK>mi es an d prepare European Union (EU) is ministerial conference in ments with the EU, v 

providing about seven billion 1995 to discuss peace and attend the conference, 
t rade area, Deve opmem gcUs (S.9 billion} in aid to security in the Mediterra- ^ Eum „. 
commissioner Manuel Maim Europe between now nean. The Euro pean Cor 

“A ... and the end of the centurv. f 


said. ZZj i*V TT j 1 ,2., UC51U ' sion envisages the creation 

Mr. Marin said the com- 311(1 mc ena ot me cen - ■ “i^s absolutely vital for by about 2010 of a Euro- countries, would be subject 
mission had proposed an aid The EU aid would be for our relations with the Mediterranean free trade to pertain safeguards. 
package of 5.5 billion ECUs ah non-member Mediterra- Mediterranean,” be said, area, which would include up 


All countries bordering the gtpmd to acMe astern 

Mediterranean, plus Jordan, ***; **“* n Kat 

which had conduded agree- 

ments with the EU, would Bat tradema gncotagal 
attend the conference. potto. wteA B eanaaely 

sensitive aae so competition 
The European Commis- between southern EU man- 
sion envisages the creation ber states and North African 


($7 billion) for the five-year nean countries except Alba- adding that it 


period 1995-1999, to help 


’ be said, area, which would include up EU membership of the 
particularly to 40 countries and 800 mil- Mediterranean commies, un- 


nia and ex-Yugoslavia and important that Germany, the lion people and be the hke those in eastern Europe, 


balance relations with the would supplement increased current EU president, should world’s largest. 


Mediterranean after estab- bilateral funding from EU take up the idea at an EU It would provide free trade noted. 


is not envisaged, Mr. Maria 


Dollar weakness may persist for some time even as the Fed continues tight monetary policy 


' T he following report, covering the period from Thurs- 
day. Oct. 13-1994 until Wednesday. Oct. 19-1994. is 
provided by Saser Sabulsi. private client group at 
: Merrill Lynch-Dubai. 

. | ' » Overview 

Fundamental view: Persistent dollar weakness has a simple 
explanation: More money is leaving the United States than is 
coming in, reflecting large U.S. trade deficits and a new 
v enthusiasm for foreign investment by U.S. residents.- Rising 
U.S. rates should eventually help keep U.S. money at home, 
proriding some support for the dollar. But foreign investors 
initially will fear capital losses on U.S. bond" and stock 
investments as rates rise, so inflows of foreign capital may be 
discouraged. 

As a result, dollar weakness may persist for some time 
even as the Fed continues to tighten monetary policy. We 
continue to look for the dollar to reach levels like JPY/USD 
91 and DMUSD 1-45 over the next twelve months. 
Technical view: The week ended Oct. 14 was a difficult one 
for the U.S. dollar. The greenback lost ground again st four 
of the six major currencies that we regularly moniior, 
managing to rally against only the Australian and Canadian 
dollars. The weakness continued into the first part of the 
cunent week with sharp dollar declines on Monday. As a 
resole, the index fell 1 .3 per cent for its largest weekly decling 
since June. Importantly, the index now stands at its lowest 
weekly dosing level si ice October 1992 and has marginally 
broken the 86.65-S7 Q band of support that we have 
referenced for many weeks. 

This break at least nominally raises the prospects for 
further weakness toward S4.90-S5.70. However, a momen- 
tum low has been in place for eight weeks. This means that 
the recent price weakness has not been confirmed and is 
likely a late stage move in foe underlying post-February 


Fundamental view: The British pound has surged against the 
dollar, hitting a two-year high of USD/GPB 1.619. Against 
foe DM, foe pound lost some ground following Chancellor 
Kohl's reelectiou on Sunday, dropping from last week’s high 
of DM/GBP 2.45 to DM/GBP 2.42. The pound regained 
: some of its losses after foe post-election rally in the DM 
; faded. Recent data releases have been sending mixed signals' 
about inflation prospects in the U.K. Once set of releases 
. gave soft inflation numbers: No acceleration in September 
~ output prices, consumer confidence down and a decline in 
■ .manufacturing production. Another set of releases indicate 
- the potential for higher inflation down the road: An increase 
1 in foe annual growth rate of the narrow measure of money 


supply and a pickup in input costs. Data releases during the 
next few weeks should clarify foe U.K. inflation situation. 

We expect to see another two, possibly three, 50 basis 
point rate increases over the next twelve months which 
should keep inflation under control. The first of these hikes 
are not expected till early next year since GDP numbers due 
this week should indicate that third quarter growth was 
slightly lower than in foe previous quarter. Over foe next few 
months, we expect foe pound to continue to appreciate 
against the Deutschemark and the U.S. dollar as both the 
nominal and real interest rate differentials move in favour of 
foe pound. 

Our twelve momh forecast is for a stronger pound at 
U.S.S'GBP 1.63 and DM/GBP 2.45. 

Technical view: The British pound gained 0.5 per cent versus 
foe U.S. dollar during foe week ended Ort. 14 and an 
additional 1.0 per cent on Monday, Oct. 17 through 1.60 
U.S.S/L resistance. The Consensus Inc. weekly sentiment 
reading deteriorated to its most unfavourable reading (95 per 
cent bulls) in foe seven years we have been monitoring foe 
data. The currency was able to hold its recent break out from 
its long standing trading range. Momentum remains under 
pressure, haring made its most recent peak back in July. 
Recent strength, therefore, has not been confirmed and any 
further strength may not be sustainable. 

In that regard, a break back below 1.57 U.S.S/L would 
indicate that foe rally trend is complete and allow for further 
weakness toward SI. 55. The trading range support remains 
at $1.46. As for resistance, foe rally through $1.60 now 
allows for 1.62. 

Against the DM. sterling fell 1.3 per cent last week, but 
remains in its multi-month downtrend. Momentum has 
bottomed and seems to be gathering steam. Resistance is at 
2.467-2.475, with support at 2.38-2.41. 


Fun dam ental view: Chancellor Kohl’s victorv-albeit narrow- 
in the German elections on Sunday helped the U.S. dollar 
fall to a two-year low against foe DM dropping below 
DM/U-S.S 1.50" level. The dollar got a li f !e respite following 
Central Bank intervention and statements by Bundesbank 
President Hans Tietmeyer that any further interest rate cuts 
in Germany depend in part on a strong mark. 

While the dollar’s decline in the immediate future may be 
prevented by concerted intervention by central banks, the 
medium-term outlook for the dollar is continued weakness 
against foe DM. The DM is backed by sound economic 
fundamentals in the German economy: Moderate growth 
and declining inflation. The German economy grew 2.3 per 
cent year-over year in the second quarter following a 1.6 per 
cent increase in the first. Data available since then point to a 


continued recovery, but there is no indication that the 
German economy is overheating. 

Healthy growth in Germany has considerably reduced the 
odds for another interest rate cut, which removes one 
possible prop for foe dollar. Our German economic unit now 
expect stability in German official interest rates for the next 
several quarters even as inflation continues to decelerate. 
However, Mr. Tietmeyer’s reiterated that the Bundesbank is 
keeping open its options on foe question of interest rate cuts. 

Our six-month forecast is for the DM to appreciate to 
DM/U.S. 1.45 with the possibility that the level may be 
reached earlier. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark rallied 1.8 per cent the 
U.S. dollar last week and dosed at its highest level in two 
years. This breakout was magnified by a further 1.4 per cent 
advance on Monday. Sentiment is neutral to near over- ^ 
bought. Momentum has been deteriorating since August.'" 
and seems to have the potential to remain under pressure for 
foe rest of the year. 

This suggests that foe recent strength (as well as the 
underlying uptrend that has been in force since February) is 
close to a top. With that in mind, it would likely take a 
decline bade through .1.59-1.61 DM/U.S.S to reverse that 
trend and confirm foe action of momentum (although there 
is intervening resistance above 1.56). Strong resistance 
remains at 1.48-1.52. . 

Against foe yen, the D-mark remains 0.7 per cent last 
week, but remains near its high for the year. Medium term 
oscillators have picked up some steam, but are overbought. 
We still think that once foe current generates at 59-60, with 
resistance above 66.50. 


Fundamental view: The yen traded as high as JPY/USD 101 
in a flurry of dollar optimism which followed a subdued 
resolution to U.S.-Japan trade talks which conduded on 
Sept. 30. But evidence that foe U.S.-Japan trade imbalance 
remains at an annual rate of nearly $60 billion points to little 
respite from the dollar any time soon. Likewise, a sharp net 
outflow of long-term capital from Japan in recent months- 
$140 uiHion at an annual rate-looks unsustainably hign 
relative to Japan's current account surplus of about $130 
billion . The Fed is expected to raise interest rates by another 
50 basis points in mid-November and to continue to raise the 
funds rate to 6.25 per cent by mid- 1995. 

While that eventually may provide support for foe dollar, 
rising rates may initially discourage capital inflows into U.S. 
stock and bond markets by raising foe risk of capital losses. 
We expect foe trend of higher U.S. rates and a weaker dollar 
to continue well into 1995, bringing the dollar to JPY/USD 


92 yen over the next twelve months. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen rallied 2.6 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during foe week ended Oct. 14, anti-after two 
difficult weeks- was the strongest of the six currencies we 
most regularly discuss. The yen rallied an additional 0.6 per 
cent this past Monday. Following the recent break of the 
February-October uptrend line, foe Consensus Inc. weekly 
sentiment reading improved to its most favourable level 
(only 11 per cent bulls) since the b eginning of tire year (just 
before this year’s rally began). 

Even so, momentum has a negative bias, and last week's 
rally was not confirmed. Medium term (fast) resistance 
exists at 100.80 Y/U.S.S, with longer terra resistance coming 
in at 101.80. Important support exists ax 96.60-97.60; a break 
of that level trauld allow for a move through 93. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY OCTOBER 22. 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES; A good day for ferreting out some 
truths in relationships that have been on your mind, concerning 
others. Don't aa on this information immediately but use it wisely 
when the right moment presents itself. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) End the right items to improve your 
environment and be happier in it. Get your wardrobe made more 
charming and stylish for success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Look for types of recreation which 
can relieve tensi o ns. Get good friends to join you in bobbies which 
will ail enjoy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is a good day to get into family 
activities. Invite good friends in who can be trusted and fun loving. 
Entertain them well but not expensively. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Visit friends with whom 
you have good rapport. This is a good day to handle any 
correspondence which is vital to your welfare. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Beautify your home so it nil] be inviting 
to friends. Study yoor books and be sure you have a workable 
budget. Show that' you are sensible towards critical friends. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You arise feeling great and 
ready to handle any projects. See friends and deepen the rela- 
tionship you have by showing more thoughtfulness to them. 
LIBRA; (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day to confer 
with others and enjoy pleasures. Much care must be exercised in 
driving and in conversations held with others. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Get shopping and others 
errands, completed quickly, then either call or visit as many good 
friends as you can. Come to an understanding with them. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You can work on 
public projects today for which you have little rime during regular 
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Turkish business delegation 
begins talks in Jordan today 


By Elia Nasrallah 


departments at a number of dl, said the official, is the decline has prompted the council u 


JtirHan Timfc c rate ministries in Ankara. question of increasing Jor- look into wavs for increasing 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter H e said that the meetings. dan’s exports to Turkey’s potash and phosphate ex- 
which will start Saturday at market in an attempt to ad- ports to Turkey. 

AMMAN — A 70-member the JBA offices, have been just the balance of trade According to the official, 

delegation, representing the called to discuss scopes of which is in favour of Turkey. the Turkish delegation will be 

business community in Tur- commercial and economic The official said that Tur- meeting also with planning 

key, Saturday starts two-days cooperation between Turkey key last year sold Jordan minister Hisham Al Khatib, 

of meetings with the Jorda- and Jordan and to chart plans JD 58.44 million worth of Industry and Trade Ministry 

nian Businessmen Assoda- for the coming stage in' the goods and imported only Secretary-General Moham- 

rion (JBA) and government lighr of the ongoing develop- JD 12.5 million worth of mad Smadi, Public Works 

officials to boost trade and meats leading to a Middle Jordanian products, mainly and Housing Minister Abdul 

economic links between Tur- East peace. minerals. Razzak Ensour and with rep- 

key and Jordan. While industrialists from Turkey, he added, imports resetitatives of the newly 


delegation, representing the called to discuss scopes of which is in favour of Turkey. 


onomic links between Tur- East peace. minerals. Razzak Ensour and with rep- 
ly and Jordan. While industrialists from Turkey, he added, imports resetitatives of the newly 

A JBA official told the both sides will be discussing phosphate and potash from formed Palestine Company 

Jordan Times Friday that the issues of common concern. Jordan although the Turkish for Development and Invest- 

group, which together with a the contractors will be deal- side has not imported the ment. 

JBA team forms the mg with their own line of agreed amounts of phosphate He said the council last met 


Jordan ian-Turkish Joint business at separate meetings and potash in the past years. in June of 1992 when the two 

Business Council, represents and the commercial sector For instance, Turkey's im- sides agreed on alternate 
a large sector of Turkey's discussing trade exchange at ports of Jordanian phosphate meetings in Amman and 

trade, industry, contracting Philadelphia Hotel, said the in 1992 amounted to 433,000 Ankara to chart plans for 

and engineering consultancy official. tonnes but had dropped to mutual cooperation in a num- 

services as well as heads of One topic before the coun- 306,000 tonnes last vear. This ber of fields. 

BCCI creditors accept $1.8b Abu Dhabi deal 


LONDON (R) — Creditors 
of the collapsed Bank of Cre- 
dit and Commerce Interna- 
tional S.A. (BCCI) have 
agreed to accept Sl.S billion 
in compensation from Abu 
Dhabi in a deal to be 
announced very shortly, a 
creditors’ spokesman has 


The move marks a major 
step towards resolving the 
3-te-year long scandal of 
BCCI, which was shut down 
in 1991 after the biggest 
banking fraud in history. The 
news came as former BCCI 
chief executive SwaJeh Naqvi 
was sentenced in the United 
States to over 11 years in 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are 

the buying and selling 

[ 1 rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. SI. 00 costs 1.3577/S7 

Canadian dollar 

1.4900/10 

Deutsche marks 

1.6701/11 

Dutch guilders 

l. 2385/95 

Swiss francs 

30.67/71 

Belgian francs 

5.1087/37 

French francs 

1527.3/8.8 

Italian lire 

96.76/86 

Japanese yen 

7.0573/73 

Swedish crowns 

6.4840/90 

Norwegian crowns 

5.8220/70 

Danish crowns 

One sterling $1.63*10/10 

One ounce of gold $391.55/391.95 



prison for his role in the 
scandal. 

Abu Dhabi, BCCI’s major- 
ity shareholder, put the 
money on the table in March 
after a previous $1.7 billion 
deal, with strings attached, 
was thrown out by a Luxem- 
bourg court a year ago. 

Tony Scott of the British- 
based BCCI Depositors Pro- 
tection Association (DPA) 
said creditor committees in 
Luxembourg, the Cayman Is- 
lands and Britain — BCCI 
was registered in all three — 
had now accepted the pack- 
age to push matters ahead. 

Creditors, angry about 
professional costs so far, are 
still negotiating with the 
bank's liquidators Touche 
Ross, however, over the final 
payout. 

“I should think there will 
be an announcement (of the 
Abu Dhabi agreement) 
sometime imminently,” Mr. 
Scott told Reuters. 

“There are still two key 
questions — when are credi- 
tors going to get their money 
and how much is it going to 
be.” he added. 

The agreement now has to 
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JAMAL TRADING B 
REAL ESTATE CO. 

FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 

Tell 

688816-681113 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 

1 Hour Service' 

Develop your .colour film at 
our shop and get:- 
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■ Opp. Grindlays 1 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only ■ 
Tel: 81*214 
Come and taste our 
, specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 
\ Air Conditioned Hall / 


The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 . 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
l^pnday^ brinks MN[ghM-ong 

ANfenu of Delicious Snacks 
Tel. 686211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmetean! I 


r # 

9 9ZEGHWAN 6ARBENS ■ 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical CUnasi Foods 
SUM Chinese Chets 

| OpeMlMB-iXtHO-H**?. | 
Take away is avallabSm 

Shat At-Aiab Strom 
Um Uthanoh Commercial Centro 

TeL: 861174 

-Sect Tasted Rhmys Loved. 


To Suit All 
Budgets 
^FtJRMSHED " 
PHEJRNISHED. 
i^BLas & 10 TS 
^©F^FIATS ' 

FORRENT 

^oc^anj^ropertyL 
Corisijlfante ' 

rsw^roli-r829882 ; 'r 

Fax. 829883 




HAVE YOUR GRILL 
I CHOOSE YOUR 
1 SAUCE AND 

ENJOY A FREE 
SALAD BAR 


Iff “W* ■ 

■ NEWM^NUEg 

Sigiri 

p SE^pbOD 

LUNCH V %j^|MNER I '■] 

Li 7DAYSit4iEEK bJ 


SIS A.OCtfjj/A -« 

!■■■«—— ' - ’kntV-Hnam 1 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 

SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Quality Furnished Flats 


Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
.VrHambnrffleiSLT'v 



5 One and two Bedrooms • ■ 
H Reasonable Races For } 
Short or Long Stay 1 
gs 5 th Circle ' 
| 674563 - 674551 > 


go before courts in all three 
jurisdictions, which may take 
several months, before Abu 
Dhabi pays the money to the 
liquidators — $1.55 billion on 
court approval and the rest in 
two instalments over three 
years- 

Touche Ross, which will 
issue the formal announce- 
ment, declined immediate 
comment on the deal or what 
happens next. 

“All I can tell you is, 
there's nothing we're going to 
say today,” a Touche spokes- 
woman said. 

Previously Abu Dhabi and 
Touche have hoped the deal, 
deposit protection schemes 
and asset recovery would give 
creditors 30-40 per cent of the 
$10 billion or more lost when 
BCCI collapsed. 

Under the new terras, the 
Gulf emirate still stands to be 
repaid up to $450 million of 
the money if the liquidators 
are successful in making cer- 
tain specified recoveries. 

Creditors — but not the 
liquidators — will still be able 
to sue Abu Dhabi, though, 
even if they accept payment. 

Provisions in the last deal 
effectively blocking that were 
a key element in the Luxem- 
bourg rejection last October. 

“This is a global assess- 
ment. From Abn Dhabi’s 
point of view the next step is 
court approval so finally we 
can go on and the creditors 
get paid. That’s what we all 
want," one adviser to the 
country’s government said. 

The current deal is just one 
piece in a jigsaw of claim and 
counter claim in the BCCI 
affair, which has involved 
allegations of fraud, money- 
laundering and negligence by 
regulators. 

Creditors, including British 
action group the DPA, claim 
that Abu Dhabi shares re- 
sponsibility with BCCI 
founder Agna Hassan Abedi 
and a rack of former officials 
for the collapse. 

Former executives and 
accomplices have already 
been jailed in Britain and 
Abu Dhabi or extradited for 
questioning by United States 
authorities. The U.S. has also 
been seeking — unsuccessful- 
ly so far — the extradition of 
Mr. Abedi, who is reported 
to be in poor health after 
taking refuge in Pakistan. 

Until August, the DPA 
was resisting the current deal, 
partly down to the success the 
U.S. has achieved for credi- 
tors there. 

Liquidation costs, which 
the DPA estimates to be at 
least $200 million so far, have 
forced it to cave in amid 
bitter disputes with Touche 
Ross, which has taken the 
lion's share. 

Touche Ross meanwhile is 
still suing the Bank of Eng- 
land, alleging negligence in 
not closing BCCI down soon- 
er. 

An $8 billion claim has also 
been made against former 
BCCI auditors Price Water- 
house and Ernst Young, with 
a lawsuit likely to follow. 
Abu Dhabi will only be re- 
paid $450 million to the ex- 
tent that any such suits are 
successful, advisers say. 

Former top BCCI execu- 
tive SwaJeh Naqvi was sent- 
enced Wednesday to more 
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King meets taekwondo team 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Thurs- 

day received at the Royal 
Court members of the Jordan 
national taekwondo team 
which represented the King- 
dom at the Asian Games 
which concluded in Hiroshi- 
ma. Japan, last Sunday. 

King Hussein thanked the 
delegation and voiced pride 
in- its members and their 
achievements. 

The taekwondo team won 
four medals in the games. 


two silver and two bronze 
medals, thus placing Jordan 
22nd on the final medals 
table. 

President of the Jordan 
Taekwondo Federation Issa 
A1 Rimoni said in an address 
at the audience that Jordan 
has won 363 gold, silver and 
bronze medals at various re- 
gional and international taek- 
wondo competitions over the 
past 15 years. 

Mr. Rimoni attributed 


these achievements to King 
Hussein’s and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san's support for Jordanian 
athletes. 

King Hussein confeired 
upon the coach of the nation- 
al taekwondo team A1 Istiklal 
Medal of the third order in 
appreciation of his efforts. 

The audience was attended 
by Prince Hassan. His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah, 
Youth Minister Fawwaz Abul 
Ghanam and senior officials. 


World No. 1 Sampras rules 
out quest for Grand Slam 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
_ The Elusive Grand Slam of 
' four major titles in the same 
-year is unlikely to be 
achieved again, world num- 
ber one Pete Sampras sard 
Friday. 

The first and only Grand 
SJam of The Australian 
Open. French Open. Wimb- 
ledon and U.S. Open was by 
legendary Australian Rod 

Laver in 1969. the second 
year of “Open” tennis. 

‘Sampras believes it will 
never be repeated, even 
though greats of the past like 
Ken~ Rosewall and Laver 
himself have said in the past 
month that he is the only 
modem player capable of jr. 

*‘I don't think it is possible, 
but you never know." Sam- 
pras said. "To win ail four in 
today's game is very tough ro 
do.” 

Sampras said the variety of 
surfaces in the same was 


against a Grand Slam. 

In Laver's victorious 
sweep, the Australian and 
U.S. Opens and Wimbledon 
were played on grass and the 
French Open on clay. 

The Australian and U.S. 
Opens have since moved to 
hardcourt surfaces. 

Sampras has won two U.S. 
Opens and one Australian 
Open on hardcourt and two 
Wimbledon titles on grass. 
The French Open on clay has 
proved to be the most elusive 
title for him. 

Sampras is slowly feeling 
his way back from injury 
after a ’record-breaking start 
to the year that saw him win 
eight tournaments and set up 
a record lead at the top of the 
men's rankings. 

He is in Hong Kong for an 
exhibition toummanent. his 
first outing since pulling out 
of the Davis Cup last month 
with a hamstring injury. His 


only other tournament in the 
last three months was the 
U.S. Open, where he was 
again affected by a leg injury. 

The 23-year-old is gradual- 
ly working his way back to 
hill fitness and hopes to use 
tournaments in Stockholm 
and Paris to regain peak form 
before the ATP Tour World 
Championship in Frankfurt 
from November 13- 

Despite the loss of a third 
of the year. Sampras was 
pleased with his year after 
winning the Australian Open 
and Wimbledon . 

"My goaf this year was to 
win just one major and I won 
two.” he said. "1 can live with 
that for the next 10 years.” 

Sampras was also uncon- 
cerned by suggestions from 
former worJd' number one 
Stefan Edberg that he could 
easily lose his top ranking in 
the new year. 


WANTED FOR RENT 

In anticipation of future needs, the American Embassy is seeking 
two to five bedroom apartments and houses fo' its staff in the 
following areas: 

Abdoun. Sweifieh. Um Utheineh. Um Summaa A: Janoubi. 
Jandaweel. Rabieh. and/or area between 4th arc 8:h Circles. 
Net size for the properties shouid be between 120 ar.c 265 so. m. 
Space for stairwe.is. hallways, elevator shafts, storage, maids' 
quarters, open and unheated verandas, or wardrobes should not 
be included for the ret size. 

Owners oniy should submit offers anc shouid Include a full 
description of tne property, their asking price the exact location, 
blueprints, and the full address of iandiora 
We may not have an immediate requirement for the type of house 
you are offering, but we will certainly keep the information you 
send on record, arc may contact you sometime in the future to 
look at your property 
Please send offers to: 

American Embassy, Amman 
GSO/Housing Office 
P.O. Box 354, Amman-Jordan 


Ivanisevic, Agassi, Stich advance in Vienna 


VIENNA (Agencies) — 
Top-seeded Goran Iva- 
nisevic fired 16 aces, 
many at critical break 
points, to beat Canadian 
Greg Rusedski Thursday 
and reach the quarterfin- 
als of the CA Trophy 
tennis tournament. 

Rusedski used his own 
blistering serve to take 
his Croatian opponent to 
two tiebreaks. but Iva- 
nisevic found the neces- 
sary power at just the 
right moments to escape 
in straight sets, 7-6 (7-3), 
7-6 (11-9). 

In other play, flam- 
boyant U.S. star Andre 
Agassi, the No. 3 seed, 
looked comfortable in a 
6-0. 6-0 drubbing of Au- 
stralian Mark Wood- 
forde. No. 2 seed 
Michael Stich of Ger- 
many also advanced, 
beating countrytman 
Carsten Braasch 6-3, 6- 

4. 

Fourth-seeded Tho- 
mas Muster of Austria 
had a scare when he was 
beset by wrist and knee 
pain in the middle of his 
second set against the 
Czech Republic's David 
Riki, but he held on to 
win 6-1, 7-6 (7-4). 

In an earlier match, 
unseeded Jan Siemerink 
of the Netherlands defe- 
ated Germany’s Marc-- 
Kevin Goellner, 6-3, 7- 

5. 

Ivanisevic fell five 
back and capped the win 
with his 16th ace. 

“I was very lucky,” 
Ivanisevic said’ “He said 
a lot of break points, and 
every time there was a 
break point I won my 
serve.” 

Ivanisevic, second in 
the world ATP rankings, 
is favoured to defend his 
title at the 5410,000 CA 
Trophy event in the 
Vienna Sunday over 
American Michael 
Chang in the final of the 
Seiko Super tennis 
tournament in Tokyo. 

But 1 Agassi is rapidly 


becoming a favourite 
among local fans and in- 
terviewers,- good- 
naturedly fielding ques- 
tions about his love life 
and legs as well as serves 
from his opponents. 

Agassi is ranked 10th 
in the world by the ATP 
following his win at the 
U.S. Open, where he 
beat Stich in the final. 
CA Trophy officials and 
fans hope for a rematch 
in Vienna. 

Agassi is banking on a 
good showing to boost 
his chances of reaching 
the ATP’s top eight, 
which would give him 
place in the Masters 
Tournament in Frank- 
furt. 

He said at a news con- 
ference Wednesday that 
he hopes to finish the 
season in the top five. 

Courier continues 
demolition job 

In Paris, former world 
number-one Jim Courier 
continued his one-man 
demolition of French 
tennis Thursday when he 
beat Amaud Boetsch 6- 
3, 7-6 (8-6) to reach the 
quarterfinals at the Lyon 
ATP event. 

In the first round 
Courier, who is seeded 
fourth, defeated another 
French hope — Guy 
Forget. 

Top-seeded Ukrainian 
Andrei Medvedev 
chalked up an easy 6-3. 
6-2 win over Henrik 
Dreemkann — the Ger- 
man making too many 
unforced errors in the 
first set and Medvedev 
saving his best tennis for 
the second. 

The young Ukrainian 
now faces Australian 
Davis Cup player Pat- 
rick Rafter who "scored a 
6-3. 6-4 win over 
Switzerland’s Jakob 
Halsek. 

Third-seeded South 
African Ferreira had to 
go the distance to . beat 



Photo above shows Michael Stich who defeated 
countryman Carsten Braasch 6-3, 6-4 m Vien- 
na Thursday. Below is Coodnta Martinez who 



Sweden’s Lars Rehmann 
7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-6) and 
victory meant a show- 
down with big-serving 
Swiss Olympic champion 
Marc Rosset. 

Rosset, who won the 
tournament here in 
1990, had to come from 
a set down to beat Cezch 
plaver Danien Vacek 3- 
6. 6-2, 7-5. 

The only seed to fall 
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Live Bavarian Music Performed by the Seven-Piece 

LOEHNER BAND 

Great Food Non Stop Beer Flow ... Dancing 


j Messe Berlin (Qj) Th« 

For Reservations, please call 64X361 ext 2222; hit I 



AdiUaif 

** * “ Oman Trading Establishment 


OTE is a sole proprietorship of Mr. Saad 
Suhail Bahwan and operates exclusively in 
Oman the Automotive franchises of General 
Motors, Hyundai and Isuzu vehicles (both 
passenger and commercial). OTE requires 
engineers with substantial working experi- 
ence at similar levels, specifically in Auto- 
mobile Dealerships in the Gulf, preferably 
with Management qualifications, for the 
following positions: 

GENERAL MANAGER 

Basic salary will be negotiable. In addition 
to salary, he will be eligible for performance 
bonus. Perquisites include fully-furnished 
family accommodation, 30 days annual 
leave with First Class passage for self and 
family, company car, free medical and 
terminal benefits in accordance with Omani 
Law. 

SALES MANAGERS 

Attractive Basic salary in addition to fur- 
nished family accommodation. Car under 
Company's Scheme, annual leave of 30 
days, passage for seif and family as per 
rules, free medical and terminal benefits as 
per Omani Law. 

Preferred candidates would be Middle- 
Eastern or Asian, with substantial stable 
working experience. 

Applications may be forwarded along with 
3 passport size photographs, within 15 
days of this advertisement superscribing 
the envelope with the post applied for, to: 

The Personnel Manager 
Oman Trading Establishment 
P.O. Box 175, Postal Code 117 
Sultanate of Oman 


by rhe wayside was Mali- 
Vai Washington of the 
United States. The win- 
ner of last week's Ostra- 
va tournament went 
down to Andrei Chesno- 
kov of Russia 4-6, 6-7 
(4-7). 

Chesnokov now faces 
second-seeded compat- 
riot Yevgeni Kafelnikov 
for a place in the last 
four. 

Ihere were no sur- 
prises in Vienna where 
top-seed Goran Iva- 
nisevic squeezed past 
Greg Rusedski of Cana- 
da 7-6 (7-3). 7-6 (11-9). 

In the day's other re- 
sults, United States 
Open champion Andie 
Agassi humiliated Mark 
Woodforde of Australia 
64), 6-0, while second 
seed Michael Stich and 
Austrian fourth-seed 
Thomas Muster both 
notched up straight-set 
wins. 

Martinez bundled 
out by .Neiland 

In Brighton. England 
Larisa Neiland of Latvia 
emerged as the player to 
beat at the international 
women’s indoor tourna- 


ment ‘ here Thursday 
when she hammered 
top-seed Concilia Mar- 
tinez 6-1, 6-3. 

Neiland, ranked 47th, 
needed just SI minutes 
to send Spain’s Wimble- 
don champion packing 
and her win immediately 
raised speculation about 
Martinez's performance. 

, Organisers had agreed 
to fly Martinez in a pri- 
1 late jet to Zurich Friday 
so that she could attend 
her coach's wedding. 
Her Thursday defeat 
means this will no longer 
be necessary. 

Neiland, who hadn't 
taken a set off Martinez 
in four previous encoun- 
ters, claimed after her 
win that she had sensed 
that Martinez was “not 
ready to give me a 
fight.” 

“I could see it in her 
face that she was relax- 
ing. I had a feeling that if 
I won the first set then I 
would win the second." 

Other winners were 
second Jana Novotna, 
fellow Czech Helena 
Sukova. Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria and 
Nathalie Tauziat of 
France. 


FOR RENT 

Newly furnished apartment with tele- 
phone line in Shmeisani near Bird’s 
Garden. 

For further details: 

Call: 506150, 682150 between 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


□ 


ftTANNAH HWSCM 


LOOK FOR THE SILVER LINING 
80111 Soulh deds - dummy that hr. t 


NORTH 
* A 10 9 
”A K4 


12 *K76 

SOUTH 

•KQJ8632 


u.- Besra oks eiiaer use icia 
dubs or queen of diancmda. deck 
could have claimed. The actual 
out left South with a host of optii 
The obvious, and worst, w« 
simply guess which finesse to u 
Even t be best guesser could not 
this one right. 

Considerably better would b< 
discara a diamond oa Che kia 
heart*. draw trumps and cash 


Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 2 * Pass 


Opening lead: Ten of T 

usually several ways 


e and king of diamonds. 1 
,-ieen doesn't drop, cross to dui 
with the last trump, discard th 
diamond on the ac 

hearts and xuffa red card to gc* 

£*°" r 1110 s!iua depend 
the club finesse— tough luck. A 
naixve»v, you can arrange to la 
wiling finesse in dubs. but il 
stiS a 30-30 proposition. 

. , j Best oj all is to discard a clu 
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With a balanced 18 points ana n 
diamond stopper. North could do a 


poumtiaL When Blackwood re- 
vealed no quick loser in diamonds, 
North could hardfr be blamed for 


faking the plunge 


in fortunate 


other dob high. When the ttng 
romes down, you can. after drawing 
the last trump, discard two <**»■ 
“““ ® n , s £*‘ of hearts and 
e yf «luV»; ir the king doesn't 
■**•>»■' 

« this line beat? The rk.nw 
of findmg the dub king only twice 
is better than dropping a 
dOublfLQD I.. 


In the most prime location in 

behind the Arab Bank and 'Z Sh ? 5 ® isart ai 

and Mama Mia Restaurants A from Mai 

metres (2260 sq. ft). El<^ 0 “ ?- ,toorovef 210 
partitioned at your request. ' ™ Ce v,ew> new - To 

Please visit or „„ * 
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Lawyer to pursue 
Maier civil iuit 


MUNICH (R) — the 
lawyer of the late Austrian 
Alpine ski racer Ulrike 
Maier's fiance said Friday he 
would pursue a civil suit for 
compensation after her death 
in a World Cup downhill last 
January. 

Lawyer Guenther Stanonik 
said he would also challenge 
a German prosecutor’s find- 
ings that there was no proof 
of negligence on the part of 
the organisers of the event at 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen in 
Germany. 

Prosecutors in Munich said 
Wednesday that they had 
closed their investigation into 
the 26-year-old Maier’s 
death. 

Munich public prosecutor 
Ruediger HoedI said that 
security officials had been 
found to have taken sufficient 
safety measures at the 
garmisch-partenkirchen 
course where the former 
world champion broke her 
neck in a horrifying crash. 

“We are completely unim- 
pressed by this decision,” sta- 
nonik told Reuters by tele- 
phone from his Austrian 
office. “We know that there 
is a definite case for culpabil- 
ity here." 


He added: “We will cer- 
tainly pursue all civil chan- 
nels for a suit and we will 
challenge the decision of the 
public prosecutor in 
Munich.” 

S*?nonik said he and his 
client Hubert Schweighofer, 
who was engaged to Maier 
and is seeking compensation 
to bring up their daughter 
Melanie, would hold a news 
conference in Munich at the 
end of October or early jf* 
November to outline their *' 
next move. 

HoedI said that it had been 
established that Maier died as 
a result of. the back of her 
neck hitting a mound of snow 
at the side of the course and 
not a timing post which tele- 
vision pictures indicated 
could have been the cause of 
death. 

Stanonik said he was seep- -IT, 
deal about this claim. 

The case can be reopened 
under German law and an 
appeal is possible. 

Maier’s death cast a sha- 
dow over the 1993-1994 sea- 
son and set oft an intense 
debate about increased speed 
in the sport with improve- 
ments in equipment and the 
use of artificial snow. Ulr 



^ Early goals set Arsenal on their way 
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Warriors defeat Spain’s 
Joventut Badalona 122-104 


— The Golden State War- 
riors 122-104 victory over 
European champions Joven- 
tut Badalona Thursday was 
not without a few moments 
that faintly hinted the NBA 
team might be the first to lose 
to a foreign dub. 

Joventut, with some of 
Golden State’s starters on the 
bench, dosed to within three 
points at 5:40 of the second 
quarter when American John 
Ebeling made it 47-44. The 
Spanish club was behind 71- 
61 at halftime as Golden 
State struggled with Joven- 
tut’s zone defences and better 
passing. 

Latrell Sprewell scored 24 
points and Chris Mullin' 
added 22 to lead Golden 
State. American Mike Smith 
had 21 points and 20 re- 
bounds to lead Joventut. 
Smith, who has never played 
in the NBA, played his col- 
lege basketball at South 
Carolina at Spartanburg and 
is in his seventh season play- 


our first half," Golden State 
coach Don Nelson said. “We 
didn’t do the things coming 
out of the lockerroom. I ex- 
pected my veteran team to 
execute better from the start. 

“The difference in the in- 
ternational game is a big dif- 
ference... your better passers 
in the game do better and 
others tend to struggle,” Nel- 
son added. 

He said his team had trou- 
ble with Joventut’s zone de- 
fences, which are not allowed 
in the NBA. An enthusiastic 
crowd of 8,846 in Badalona’s 
Olympic Pavilion — site of 
basketball in the 1992 Olym- 
pics — also had Joventut 
playing over their heads for 
much of the game. 

The fans particularly 
cheered the play of the War- 
riors’ David Wood, who had 
12 points. Wood, who just 
signed with Golden State, 
played several seasons in 
Barcelona for the FC Barce- 


lona dub. 

Those same fans in this 
Barcelona suburb have had 
little to cheer about with 
Joventut. They are only 5-5 
in the Spanish League and 
dearly had their best game of 
the season against the War- 
riors. 

Sprewell said there wasn’t 
that much to adjust to. But in 
truth, Mullins, Sprewell and 
Tim Hardaway bad glazed 
over eyes as they answered a 
few quick questions at a brief 
news conference. 

"The biggest (rules) differ- 
ence for us was the (zone) 
defence." Sprewell said. 
“They were able to sag in and 
that gave us trouble. But 
other than that, we didn't 
have too much trouble ad- 
justing. 

Mullins put it more dearly. 

"We’re all anxious to get 
home and get back to our 
routines," he said. 

Joventut coach Pedro Mar- 
tinez was expecting a disas- 


“Before the game, I 
thought we might get slaught- 
ered," he said. “The second 
quarter was our best — we 
were in the game at that 
point. But there's no ques- 
tion they’re the better team." 

The Warriors played a 
stronger second half, but 
playing two games in Europe 
in three nights showed. 

They defeated the Charlot- 
te Hornets Tuesday in Paris 
132-116. 

The NBA technically has 
lost once to a non-NBA 
team, but NBA spokesman 
Terry Lyons said it didn't 
count as an “official game.” 

•The Atlanta Hawks lost in 
the last 1980s in Moscow to 
the Soviet Union’s national 
team in a “summer league" 
game. Lyons said: He said 
the game was sanctioned 
neither by the NBA nor by 
FIBA. the world governing 
body of basketball. He also 
noted the loss was against a 
national team, not a dub 
team. 


EURO ROUNDUP 


PARIS (AFP) — English 
Premiership giants Areenal 
held on grimly after two early 
goals to score a 2-1 away win 
over plucky Danish oppo- 
nents Brandy in their latest 
European Cup-Winners cup 
dash Thursday. 

Everything had looked 
plain sailing for the titlehol- 
ders in the first-leg of the 
second-round dash when Ian 
Wright and Alan Smith 
scored within three minutes 
of each other in the first 
quarter of an hour. But, on a 
freezing evening, the Danes 
came roaring back to reduce 
the defidt eight minutes after 
the break through striker 
Marc Strudel. 

Strudel had come dose to 
scoring a shocking first mi- 
nute goal but he was specta- 
cularly denied by goalkeeper 
David Seaman. 

Both sides had two players 
booked. Arsenal’s Lee Dixon 
and Stefan Schwarz were 
shown yellow cards while 
Brandy’s Jens Risaager mis- 
sed the return for his second 
caution in the competition. 

Arsenal’s London rivals 
Chelsea failed to turn an 
evening of one-way traffic 
against ten-man Austria 
Vienna into goals. 

The visitors, who had Man- 
fred Schmid sent off for the 
last twenty minutes for a 
second yellow card, packed 
their defence and held out 
superbly leaving the Stam- 
ford Bridge crowd frustrated. 

Dennis Wise was involved 
in some promising early 
moves for Chelsea, but he 
was the object of some vigor- 
ous Austrian tackling. 

The England midfielder 
might well have opened the 
scoring in the 20th minute but 
his effort was thwarted when 
Furlong intercepted and 
headed over. 

Chelsea's cause wasn’t 
helped by the early removal 
of Frank Sinclair with ham-' 
string trouble. He was re- 
placed by Anthony Barn ess. 
Bamess almost immediately 
contributed a cross that Neil 
Shipperley (Hit just over the 
angle. 

The second half brought 
more Chelsea pressure, but 
the attacks became more 
frantic and some of the shoot- 
ing more ambitious. David 
Rocastle, increasingly in- 
fluential on the right, burst 
on to a through ball but saw 
bis 77th minute shot hit the 
post in Austria’s closest call. 

Eddie Newton hit a good 
chance wide, Furlong turned 
his man and fired just over 
and Graham Rix had a free 




unidentified Barcelona player (on ground) game at Old TrafTord Stadium Wednesday, 
after scoring the second and equalising goal The match ended in a 2-2 draw (AFP photo) 


Vienna showed in patches 
and were denied a penalty in 
the 63rd minute when Flogel 
was bundled over by New- 
torn with the goal gaping. 

French side Auxerre. 
surged back after looking, 
down and out in Istanbul 
when Besikitas turned round 
leading 2-0. 

Dzdilek Mehmet opened 
the scoring for the Turks five 
minutes from the half-time 
whistle and Erturgrulo scored 
a second just before the 
teams turned round. It would 
have been the end of the road 
for many teams. 

But, to their credit, the 
French charged back after 
the restart and produced 


their own five-minute bliiz in 
which Algerian frontrunner 
Moussa Saib and Cbrentin 
Martins were on target to put 
the teams all square. 

Sampdoria, who won the 
competition in 1990; left in 
late but finally emerged im- 
pressive 3-0 home winners 
over Swiss opponnets Grass- 
hoppers Zurich. 

Alessandro Melli put the 
Italians clear from the 
second-half kick off while 
Sinisa Mihajlovic (78) and 
Ricardo Maspero (85) clin- 
ched the victory. 

FC Port humiuliated visit- 
ing Hungarian opponents 
Ferencvaros 60. 

Already four goals dear on 
the hour thanks to two goals 
from Drulovic and one apiece 
from Jorge Costa and Rui 


Baros. the Portuguese side I 
added two more in the last | 
three minutes through | 
Domingos and Brazilian de- \ 
fender Aloisio. | 

Tatran Presov of Slovakia, j 

reduced to ten men when 
defender Peter Hlusko was \ 
sent off in the 35th minute, ] 
crashed to a 4-0 defeat in j 
front of their fans against j 
Spanish opponents Real [ 
Zaragoza. ■ 

Russian midfield player j 
Gustavo Poyet opened the j 
floodgates in the 26th minute j 
and an own-goal from Varga i 
(44) and two goals from 
Esnaider 49, 88) followed. 

The result leaves Presov 
needing a miracle when the ; 

two sides meet again in two 
week's time in Spain. j 



A Luxurious 4 Bedroom Flat For 
Rent In Al-Rabia, Overlooking Hie 
Chinese Embassy 

- A most luxurious second floor flat which has never been 
lived in, comprising 4 large bedrooms; 2 bathrooms; 
guest cloakroom; laundry room; large fitted kitchen; 
spacious L-shape formal reception room with adjoining 
dining room: additional L-shape family room with a 
dining room and a balcony. The flat is, in all, 260 sq. 
metres. 

- The flat is most elegantly furnished to the highest, 
standard with all furniture and appliances imported from 
London, including curtains and carpets. 

Rent is negotiable on the condition that the flat is 
welknaintained. All enquiries must be made within two 
weeks, between 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Please call: 672181 


CAMERAS FOR SALE 


1. Canon EOS 620 lens 35-135mm+F!ash 

2. Canon F-1 lens 28mm 

3. Minolta X-700 lens 50mm 

4. Panasonic VC M 1000 Camera (Brand new) 

Please call Fouad (694442) 


Job Vacancy 

A leading Jordanian company has job vacancy 
for an experienced executive secretary. Appli- 
cants must be fluently bilingual in French and 
English with some fluency in Arabic. Job hours 
9-2. 

Qualified applicants should call 
Tel.: 625577 for an appointment 


Three-bedroom first floor fully furnished flat in 
Fourth Circle with full kitchen utensils and tele- 
phone and television. 

Call 612721 to enquire 


VILLA FOR SALE OR RENT 

An independent villa for sale in Hanotiyah, building area 
268m, in all 507m. The building is 3 years-old — consists 
of 3 bedrooms, spacious salon, dining room. 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room, glassed-in veranda, Arabic sitting room with 
fireplace. American kitchen, solar heater, central heating, 
covered garage, garden full of trees, and basement 
Price after viewing. 

Please call 813586-828369 


FOR RENTj'-?iJU LijjSa JLu r~ 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT^ 

☆ Studio of one bedroom, K & B. “ 

☆ One bedroom living room K & B. ; 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. ; 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 1 
Annual Rent - Owner Tel.: 6678627642351 -• 


AMMAN RENT-A-CAR 

Amman Rent-A-Car announces new compeif- 
tive prices: 

JDs 15 per day and many other competitive 
prices for long contracts. < 

For more information, please call 
Tel.: 666327 


Yusra, Safiyah A! Omari 
and Mahmoud Hamldah..in 

AI Mnhafer 
(Immigrant) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Robert Davi; one Severance & 
Jack Scalia ... in 

C rimi nal Intent 


Shan: 1240. 330. 5:00. 630. S30. 1030 


. CONCORD “1” 
SPEED 

Shows: 12:30. 330, 6:00, 8:15. 1030 

CONCORD “2” 


Presents: 
Children’s theatre 


at 10 a.m. 

For reservation call tel: 

618274-618275 


NabU Al Mashini Theatre 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

‘‘PUNCTURED 

BAG” 


Presents: 

The/political satire: ■ 
*1 Salam Ya Safa— 
Dally at 8:30 p. m . 

Saturday & Sunday Is thi 
theatre’s holiday. 
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News 


U.S., N. Korea 
sign nuclear deal 



SIEGE: Israeli soldier checks identity cards of occupied West Bank and the setf-rule Gaza 
Palestinians at Erez crossing point north of Strip (AFP photo) 

Gaza Strip after the Israeli army sealed off the ^ 


Anani explains highlights 
of Jordan-Israel treaty 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
U-S. and North Korean 
negotiators signed a land- 
mark accord Friday aimed at 
ending nuclear tensions on 
the Korean Peninsula. 

The agreement, reached 
after more than a year of 
confrontation and start-stop 
negotiations and decades of 
suspicion and bitterness, 
commits North Korea to 
opening its secretive nuclear 
programme in return for 
modem technology, aid and 
diplomatic links with the Un- 
ited States. 

Chief U.S. negotiator 
Robert L. Gallucd and his 
North Korean counterpan 
Kang Sofc Ju signed the docu- 
ments at North Korea's di- 
plomatic mission to the Un- 
ited Nations. 

After the signing, the de- 
legations erupted into ap- 
plause. Mr. Gallucd and Mr. 
'Kang, who led the difficult 
negotiations, appeared re- 
laxed. 

•Til see you again." they 
joked to each other as they 
left the small conference 
room. 

The four-page accord con- 
tained an addirional two-page 
confidential document, the 
contents of which will not be 
made public. 

In addirional to curbing 
North Korea’s nuclear ambi- 
tions. the two sides notably 
pledged to “move towards 
full normalisation of political 
and economic relations." and 
work towards a “nuclear-free 
Korean Peninsula", accord- 
ing to the official text. 

The deal is billed as mark- 
ing the end of any plans 
Pyongyang might have to 
build an atomic bomb, using 
plutonium from a type of 
reactor that will now be 
scrapped under the terms of 
the agreement — assuming 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has sharply criticised 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty, calling it a “serious 
breach" of "the autonomy 
accord be ween Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

In a speech to some 3.000 
supporters. Mr. .Arafat also 
denounced the Israeli dosure 
on Gaza and attacks on 
Israelis by the Hamas group. 

Israel sealed off the Gaza 
Strip indefinitely after 
Wednesday's bombing of a 
Tel Aviv bus that killed 21 
people. A Hamas faction 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

“These orders deprive our 
sons of their work... they are 
an attempt to make the 
Palestinian people kneel 
down,” Mr. Arafat told a 
rally of 3,000 supporters. 

; "■ Mr. Arafat’s aide, Maiwan 
Kanafani, called the closure 
.“a declaration of war, an 
.economic and social war 
against the Palestinian socie- 
ty-" 

'Mr. Arafat chided Hamas, 
.that has d aimed responsibil- 
ity for last week’s shooting 
spree in the Jerusalem cafe 
^district and the kidnapping 
and killing of an Israeli sol- 
dier, as well as the bombing 
in Tel Aviv. 

, The Palestinian leader cal- 
led Hamas an embarassment 
and said that the attacks, 
-intended to force Israel to 
.release Palestinians held in 
Israeli jails, were counterpro- 
■ductive. 

; '“Before the Jerusalem op- 
eration, Israel intended to 
.release Ahmad Yassin and 
■ tfie female prisoners," Mr. 
1 Arafat said. “There is no 
need to say that if this had 
;not happened Prime Minister 


the ambitions have not 
already been realised. 

During the signing cere- 
mony. Mr. Gailucci handed 
the North Koreans a letter 
from U.S. President Bill 
Clinton guaranteeing the de- 
livery of light water reactors, 
which produce less plutonium 
than Pyongyang’s present 
system, as well as oil in ex- 
change for a freeze on its 
current nuclear programme. 

On arrival in Geneva on 
Fridav, Mr. Gailucci who 
admitted in Washington that 
the accord was far from per- 
fect, said he hoped “this 
framework document... 
should resolve the outstand- 
ing issue over DPRK’s (North 
Korea) nuclear programme 
and... set North Korean- 
American relations on a bet- 
ter track." 

The text notably said that 
“the U.S. will proride full 
assurances to the DPRK 
against the threat or use of 
nuclear weapons by the U.S. 

In return, “the DFRK will 
consistently take steps to im- 
plement the North-South 
joint denuclearisation of the 
Korean Peninsula" and 
would “engage in North- 
South dialogue" with Seoul. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perrv extended two olive 
branches to Pyongyang to 
coincide with the accord. Mr. 
Pern- said Washington would 
consider reducing its troop 
strength in South Korea if 
North Korea cut its forces 
and pulled back from the 
peninsula’s demilitarised 
zone. 

Mr. Perry said no reduc- 
tion in the 37.000 strong U.S. 
troop contingent was under 
consideration, but added that 
cuts would be considered 
“when a reduction in (the 
North Korean) threat has 
been made." 


Yitzhak Rabin would have 
released them." 

Sheikh Yassin is the spir- 
itual leader of Hamas. 

Mr. Arafat also slammed 
the draft peace treary be- 
tween Israel and Jordan, his 
concern stemming from 
Israel’s promise to honour 
Jordan’s soedal role in over- 
seeing Muslim shrines in Jeru- 
salem. 

“Concerning Jerusalem, 
what has been done in the 
Jordanian-Israeli agreement 
is a big and serious breach of 
what had been signed in 
Washington between the 
Palestinians and Israelis," 
Mr. Arafat claimed. 

“The next battle will be for 
Jerusalem." Mr. Arafat said. 
“They think it is far off, but 
we think it is very near.” 

He urged Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
King Hussein to recognise 
the Holy City as the “capital 
of Palestine.” 

“Listen to me Hussein and 
Rabin," Mr. Arafat said, re- 
ferring to the Monarch by 
name for the first time since 
the row flared in July. 

“Jerusalem is the capital of 
Palestine, no matter what 
(treaties) have been signed in 
Amman or elsewhere." 

Correspondents said they 
had seldom seen Mr. Arafat 
in such a rage. 

He said he was claiming for 
“the Palestinian people the 
earthly and spiritual powers” 
over the holy city. 

"I tell everybody, those 
who will like what I am 
saying and those who will 
not. that Jerusalem is our 
capita] and is not negoti- 
able,” Mr. Arafat said. 

“Our battle is very diffi- 
cult. It is the battle of Jeru- 
salem and we will fight it," he 
added. 


AMMAN (Petra) — In- 
formation Minister Jaw-ad 
Anani said Israel would with- 
draw its forces from occupied 
Jordanian lands within nine 
months of the exchange of 
peace treatv documents with 
Jordan and the withdrawal 
will lead to the final demarca- 
tion of the common border. 

Speaking on Jordan Televi- 
sion. the minister said Jordan 
had insisted that the de- 
marcation line should be on 
the basis of the same interna- 
tional boundary line between 
Jordan and Piestine under 
the British mandate but this 
does not affect the lines di- 
viding the East from the West 
Banks because tile demarca- 
tion of Jordanian-Palestinian 
boundaries can only take 
place once the Palestinians 
have achieved liberation 
from occupation. 

Jordan has been able to 
regain its sovereignty over 
land and water rights and this 
is a very essential point pro- 
vided for in the U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 
which served as a basis for 
the negotiations. Dr. Anani 
said. 

Through the peace treaty, 
Jordan hopes to reach a just 
and permanent peace that 
ensures no aggression by one 
ride against the other, ending 
46 years of hostility, he 
added. 

The minister noted that 
Jordan has the right to an 820 
dunam plot of land in an 
area which is currently under 
Israeli occupation and being 
developed since 1948 by the 
Israeli ride. 

He said that this plot of 
land will be leased to Israel 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton’s first 
tour of the Middle East last 
week underscores the accel- 
eration of the peace process 
and at the same the isolation 
of Syria, which still remains 
far from an accord with 
Israel. 

Mr. Clinton will participate 
Wednesday in the signing of a 
peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel — an achievement 
similar in magnitude to the 
accord between Israel and 
Egypt signed some IS years 
ago. 

Mr. Clinton will address 
the Knesset, Israel’s parlia- 
ment. then inspect U.S. 
troops deployed in Kuwait 
and travel to Cairo to pay 
hommage to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak for his 
role as a mediator in the 
peace process. 

And even though Syria has 
been a sticking point, the 
White House did not rule out 
Thursday a meeting with Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al_ 
Assad, which could change' 
the trip dramatically. 

Such a meeting could take 
place in Damascus or Cairo. 
The last time a U.S. presi- 
dent traveled to Syria was 
1974 when Richard Nixon vi- 
sited. 

As a spinoff, this four-day 
mission could also serve to 
consolidate Mr. Clinton’s sta- 
ture as statesman with voters 
at home. 

The mid-election campaign 
is entering its final two weeks 
and even though Mr. Clinton 
is not running for office, any 
rise in his standing could help 
the Democrats who face the 
possible loss of one or both 
houses of Congress. 

Mr. Clinton’s arrival in 
Israel will come a week after 
the Islamic group Hamas kil- 
led 22 people in a bloody 
suicide car-bomb attack on 


for 25 years under a special 
agreement which would allow 
Israelis the right of access to 
this land under Jordanian 
sovereignty and Jordanian 
laws and would allow for 
joint Israeli-Jordanian 
schemes in the land. 

Jordan and Israel have also 
agreed to swap five square 
kilometres of land i. the 
south. This land has u -.n 
used by the Israelis ;o expand 
their potash plant. The prob- 
lem was solved when Jordan 
agreed to swap this land with 
another five square 
kilometres from the Israeli 
side to expand the site of the 
Arab Potash Company plants 
and so “we lost nothing 
there." Dr. Anani said. With 
these arrangements the 
minister said Jordan has not 
only regained its own proper- 
ty but also transformed the 
ceasefire line into permanent 
boundary. 

He said that the peace trea- 
ty calls for cultural and scien- 
tific exchange but does nor 
stipulate a Jordanian reli- 
gious curricula changes Dr. Ana- 
ni said. 

The minister said Jordan 
had insisted that the Middle 
East region should be free of 
all such weapons of mass 
destruction. But Israel in- 
sisted that it would not dis- 
cuss this subject as there are 
country still hostile to Israel 
□sing such weapons. 

Jordan and Israel have 
agreed to refrain from attack- 
ing each other with conven- 
tional, biological or nuclear 
weapons that the banning of 
all kinds of weapons should 
be discussed at the regional 


steadfastly opposed to the 
peace process. 

One sign that Syria, which 
still remains on the U.S. list 
of countries supporting "ter- 
rorism," is not totally out in 
the cold, U.S. official im- 
mediately contacted the Sy- 
rians to seek help in controll- 
ing the Hamas attacks. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will accompany 
Mr. Clinton, then head off to 
the Middle East/North Afri- 
can Economic Summit in 
Casablanca, Morocco, Oct. 
30 through Nov. 1. 

The Conference brings 
togethers financial institu- 
tions, government officials 
and businessmen from the 
■ United States. Euorpe. the 
Middle East and the North 
Africa. 

Organised by the World 
Economic Forum in Davos. 
Switzerland, the conference 
is supposed to demonstrate 
the concrete benefits of 
peace. 

Dennis Ross. State De- 
partment coordinator for the 
Middle East described the 
conference as the economic 
equivalent of the October 
1991 meeting in Madrid that 
launched the peace process. 

The United States is count- 
ing on the Casablance sum- 
mit to help create regional 
development agents — such 
as a bank, chamber of com- 
merce and tourism — and to 
attract private investment. 

Lending their weight to the 
conference will be the foreign 
ministers from Russia and 
France, Andrei Kozyrev and 
Alain Juppee, the majority of 
the Israeli cabinet and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chief Yasser Arafat. 

Syria is not sending a rep- 
resentative to the meeting, 
which it regards as premature 
in the absence of a compre- 


level. 

Dr. Anani said that with 
the signing of the Washington 
Declaration, Jordan and 
Israel pledged to end the 
state of belligerency. This 
means that neither side will 
allow its lands to be used as a 
platform for attacks on the 
other side and that the two 
sides will seek to settle com- 
plaints and disputes in amic- 
able and peaceful ways. 

The minister said that 
under the peace treaty the 
two sides will exchange di- 
plomatic representation and 
open embassies and consu- 
lates within one month after 
the ratification of the docu- 
ments. 

According to the minister, 
the peace treaty stipulates 
that the two sides should 
refrain from using insulting 
and shameful language 
against each other through 
the official information ser- 
vices but left the door open 
for the private media to air its 
views which means neither 
side can protest against the 
publication of writers' views 
in the press. 

Dr. Anani said the rwo 
sides endorsed articles for 
cooperation in tourism trans- 
port telecommunication and 
technological and other ex- 
changes m general principles. 

The minister noted in par- 
ticular that the Israelis had 
asked that Israel and Jordan 
embark immediately on trade 
exchanges but Jordan had 
asked for more time because 
this requires special agree- 
ments to allow goods from 
Jordan to be marketed in 

(Continued on page 7) 


hensive Middle East peace. 

But a U.S. official did not 
rule out the possibility that 
Damascus may set forth its 
economic and financial de- 
mands in exchange for a 
peace agreement with Israel, 
although it has not done so 
yet. 

Mr. Assad has actively 
criticised the Israeli- 
Jordanian peace agreement, 
while saying he will not try to 
torpedo it. 

The Palestinians, who 
were the first to sign an 
accord with Israel since 1991. 
seem to have been mar- 
ginalised by the events sur- 
rounding the latest accord. 

The Israeli-Jordanian 
accord acknowledge Jordan's 
hosting over the Muslim holy 
places in East Jerusalem, 
which the PLO has designs 
on a the capital of a future 
Palestinian state. 

On the economic front, 
donor countries have soured 
on the idea of releasing hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
promised aid to the Palesti- 
nians, seeking transparency 
in the management of these 
funds. 

The United States has 
taken Mr. Arafat to task for 
‘attempting to control every- 
thing himself, complicating 
the smallest administrative 
steps. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton's 
visit to Cairo should serve to 
appease Mr. Mubarak who 
has complained of not being 
consulted by Jordan and 
Israel before concluding their 
treaty. _ • 

It could also assuage Mr. 
Mubarak's concerns over not 
being in the loop oyer the 
past weeks on the decision to 
deploy Troops in the Gulf 
region ro counter Iraqi move- 
ment near the Kuwait bor- 
der. 


. ' Pakistan Export Promotion Bureau 
invites you to see/buy 

Pakistani products imported from the 
Second Jordan International Trade Fair 

PETRA 11 

(Copperware, leatherware. 
r woodworks, onyx and handicrafts) 
Are on display for spot sales at 
excellent prices in HIKMAT 
International Show Room 
Dahiyet Al Rashid - Umimah 
Trade Centre, 

Tel 676702 or 692536 Fax 692491 
On Sunday and Monday, 23rd 
and 24th October ’94 


Arafat criticises Israel, 
Hamas and Jordan treaty 


Clinton’s tour underscores 
acceleration of peace process 

an Israeli bus. Hamas has 
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U.N. seeks to end 
Bosnia aid logjam 


SARAJEVO (R) — People 
in a Muslim enclave besieged 
by Bosnian Serbs are living in 
nightmarish conditions, a 
senior aid worker said on 
Friday as U.N- special envoy 
Yasushi Akashi began efforts 
to unblock winter aid for 
civilians. 

Mr. Akashi ’s mission coin- 
cided with a North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) meeting to resolve a 
quarrel with U.N. 
peacekeepers over the use of 
air power to protect the Mus- 
lim enclaves and U.N. forces 
who guard them. 

Kris Janowski of the Un- 
ited Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said conditions in 
the mountain settlement of 
Srebrenica were typical after 
weeks of disruption of the 
U.N. aid network by Serb 
forces. 

The enclave in eastern 
Bosnia, glutted with re- 
fugees, has no electricity and 
is short of food and medicine. 
Bosnian Serbs have stopped 
fuel convoys and have 
allowed only a quarter of its 
food supplies to cross their 
checkpoints. 

Doctors expect to run out 
of antibiotics and painkillers 
shortly. 

“In urban Srebrenica. 90 
per cent of the people are 
displaced persons," Mr. 
Janowski said after a visit. 
“It’s like a nightmarish wait- 
ing room with everyone wait- 
ing to go home. They want to 
get out but they can’t." 

There are 22.000 Muslims 
in Srebrenica, whose pre-war 
population was no more than 
6.000, and 20,000 more in the 
surrounding area. 

Mr. Janowski said the 
plight was similar in the 
neighbouring Muslim en- 
claves of Zepa and Gorazde 
which have been equally hit 
by the refusal of the Bosnian 
Serbs to let many UNHCR 
convoys cross their territory. 

The Serbs are also refusing 
to let fuel supplies cross their 
lines to the U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) which 
is on the verge of being un- 
able to carry out its 
peacekeeping duties. 

The blockade follows Bos- 
nian Serb rejection of a big- 
power peace plan and a 
NATO airs trike against them 
in September. 

Mr. Akashi. the U.N. 


secretary-general T s repre- 
sentative in Bosnia, arrived 
In Sarajevo and was due to 
meet Bosnian Serb repre- 
sentatives in their capital Pale 
on Saturday. 

“I think persuasion is 
necessary but I hope we still 
have some credibility.” the 
Japanese drplomai said. 

Mr. Akashi earlier this 
month coaxed the Serbs to 
withdraw a threat to shoot 
down aircraft which dosed 
Sarajevo airport for almost 
three weeks and halted the 
U.N. air bridge for relief 
supplies. 

The aid situation has been 
lent urgency by the onset of 
winter which will disrupt 
U.N. ground convoys even if. 
Mr. Akashi can get the Serbs 
to allow them free access. 

Mr. Akashi was beginning 
his talks m Sarajevo in an 
effort to persuade the 
Muslim-led government to 
withdraw its forces from a 
'demilitarised zone near the 
dty. 

A Serb deadline for the 
withdrawal on Thursday pas- 
sed without incident. 

A NATO source said in 
Brussels as the alliance met 
that it hoped to reach agree- 
ment with the United Nations 
cm the use of air strikes 
against the Serbs. Peacekeep- 
ers have been reluctant to call 
on NATO fighter-bombers 
for fear of retaliation. 

NATO was willing to com- 
promise on its demand to be 
allowed to choose its targets 
and deny the Serbs any warn- 
ing they would be attacked, 
he added. 

But even if a concensus is 
reached, other NATO 
sources said the problem of 
bureaucratic delays would re- 
main. “They will end up with 
a form of words which is very 
muscular but which fails to 
stop the rot in NATO's credi- 
bility," one source said. 

NATO puts air power at 
the peacekeepers' disposal at 
U.N. request but has been 
relegated to a spectating role 
in the conflict by Mr. 
Akashi ’s refusal to confront 
the Serbs. 

The strain on relations be- 
tween the organisations was 
underlined by a millitary 
source who said: “The Serbs 
are laughing at us. We are 
being dragged down to the 
U.N.’s level of credibility, 
which is pretty low these 
days." 


— 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


Relaxation of boycott helps Palestinians — King Fahd 

CAIRO (AFP) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has said the 
decision of Gulf Arab states to ease their boycott of Israel 
would serve both the Palestinians and the Middle East 
peace process at large. The decision announced last month 
“does not directly serve Israel’s interests so much as it 
represents a step "toward the success of efforts to secure a 
just and global peace," the king told Egypt’s semi-official 
daily AI Ah ram. King Fahd. in the interview published 
Friday, said the Palestinians would also benefit since they 
needed foreign investment in the autonomous Gaza Strip 
and in the West Bank, most of which is still under Israeli 
occupation. Asked to comment on the arrests of Muslim 
fundamentalists seeking political reforms in Saudi Arabia, 
the king insisted his country was ‘"firmly attached to the 
Muslim religion, from which it draws its wealth and 
stability." The Saudi interior ministry had freed 130 people 
and “decided to hold on to 27 others for its investigation,” 
King Fahd said. 

Kuwait sees better ties with Jordan 

KUWAIT (AFP) — Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad AI Sabab Thursday voiced hope that 
Jordanian-Kuwaiti relations would improve. At a joint 
press conference with his Italian counterpart Antonio 
Martino who was visiting Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah said if 
Jordan “continues to act this way, we wish that relations 
between Jordan and Kuwait would improve.” A senior 
Kuwaiti official Tuesday told AFP that his country was 
ready to normalise relations with Jordan despite some 
reservations. These reservations, the officials said, have to 
do with Kuwait’s refusal to receive 400,000 Jordanians and 
Palestinians who used to work in the emirate before the 
Gulf crisis. The official, who was not identified by the 
3gency, said that relations between the two countries might 
be back to normal within the coming three months, noting 
that Kuwait’s policies are now based on gaining more 
friendly ties, even with states which supported Iraq in its 
takeover of Kuwait. 

Pakistani drug smuggler executed in S. Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia on Friday executed a 
Pakistani convicted of smuggling heroin into the country, 
tbe official Saudi Press Agency said. It said Qul Khan Amir 
Afdhal was executed in Riyadh but gave no details. 
Rapists, murderers and drug smugglers are normally 
beheaded with a sword in public after Friday prayers in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Byzantine church vandalised in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Suspected Jewish extremists have 
vandalised a Byzantine church in tbe Nagev desert of 
southern Israel, the antiquities department said Friday. 
“We have every reason to believe this vile act of vandalism 
was carried out by Jewish religious extremists who for 
months have been sending us threatening letters," spokes- 
woman Efrat Orbach told AFP. She said the vandals 
apparently used shovels and picks to demolish mosaics 
dating back to the sixth century B.C. as well as marble 
pillars at the church near the town of Domona. Ultra- 
orthodox Jews campaign against archaeological digs on the 
grounds that they often desecrate Jewish burial sites. An 
extremist group railed Kesbet has even issued death threats 
against archaeologists. 
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Night rhythms . 
bad news for 
workers 

LONDON (R) — British re- 
searchers have found dear 
evidence that night workers 
are at higher risk of injury 
than colleagues on day shifts, 
a study published in die Lan- 
cet medical journal said 
Saturday. Dr. Lawrence 
Smith and his colleagues at 
the University of Sheffield, in 
northern England, also found 
the risk of injury on night 
shifts increased towards the 
end of the working week. 
“Our study offers dear evi- 
. dence that safety is reduced 
during night work, at least 
relative to the morning 
shift." said the study based 
on analysis of 4,645 injury 
records among 4,250 night- 
shift workers in a year at a 
large engineering companay. 
The company operated a 
three-shift system of eight 
hours each ro allow round- 
the-clock work from Monday 
to Friday. “The frequency of 
injuries increased significant- 
ly from tbe morning shift (6 
a.m. to 2 p.m.). through the 
afternoon shift (2 p.m. to 8 
p.m.) to tbe night shift (8 
p.m. to 6 a.ro. tbe next 
day)." the study said. Nearly 
30 per cent of injuries occur- 
red in the morning, 34 per 
cent in the afternoon and 
more than 36 per cent at 
night. The study, which also 
found Lhat night-time acci- 
dents were more severe than 
those during the day, said the 
higher accident rate did not 
appear to be a function of 
lack of sleep since workers on 
night shifts had more sleep 
than day workers. “It seems 
more likely that the increased 
injury rates at night reflect 
workers’ circadian rhythms in 
performance capabilities and 
aienness, which had failed to 
adjust sufficiently to the night 
shift." it said' Circadian 
biorhythms are a person’s 24- 
hour body clock. The 
rhythms have an impact on 
production of the adrenal 
steroid hormone Crotisol. 
which controls many vital 
body processes. 

■ Heart drug may 
helptreast 
frstbite— study 

LONDON (R) — A drag 
used mainly to treat heart 
and blood vessel disorders 
has been successful in treat- 
ing frostbite, according to an 
Ausirian study published 
Saturday. ’Doctor Ernt 
Groechenig of ihe Land- 
eskrankenhhaus (District 
Hospital) in Feldkirch. au- 
stria, reported in the medical 
journal Lancet that he had 
successfully treated five 
patientse — four men and a 
woman — with the drug. 
Intravenous Hoprost. They 
all recovered fully, without 
the need for amputation. Dr. 
Groechenig said the patients, 
who had moderate to severe 
frorbite after exposure to ex- 
tremely cold temperatures, 
were warmed up and then 
given Iloprost for between 14 
and 42 dayse. “In view of 
what is known about the 
pathophysiology of frostbite, 
we believe that therapy with 
Iloprost could be a verv po- 
tent irearment." he said. Se- 
rious frostbite can lead to 
gangrene because cells break 
down and blood supply is cut 
off by small dots in the ves- 
sels. Iloprost is a derivative of 
Prostacyclin, a naturalaly 
occurring hormone that helps 
control viscosity of the blood. 

Chinese officials 
flock to Macau 
casinos 


vince have been flodrir 
casinos in Macau with err 
zjed state funds, the Put 
tions Digest said. It sail 
complete statistics prov 
by provincial offidals s 
that more than 100 cast 
corruption or embezzlei 
have been uncovered ir 
cent years involving offi 
bound for casinos abr 
The embczeUed funds t 
led more lhan 100 mi 
yuan (SI 1.7 million) ai 
majority flowed into cat 
in the neighbour 
Portuguese-run territory 
Macau, the dailv said ii 
edmon seen in 'Beijing 
day. About 100 peoeple I 
an unidentified citj 
Guangdong travel to M 
each day just to gamble, 
newspaper said. Some 
influential executives at 
terpnses while others 
government officials. S 
plunge into casinos 
gamble like crajv," it : 




